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Thomas Wallace Hogeboom

Grand Master (2022 - 2024) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons
of Canada in the Province of Ontario

Photo from the Grand Lodge

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern.

M.W. Bro. Hogeboom was born and raised in the Napanee area, which included
his elementary and secondary education. He is a graduate of Napanee District
Secondary School with an Ontario Secondary School Honours Graduation Diploma.
His post-secondary education includes graduation from Queen's University with an
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Honours Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Studies and Economics; Dalhousie
University with a Master of Arts Degree in Political Administration; and St. Lawrence
College with an Accredited Municipal Clerk Treasurer Diploma.

Tom Hogeboom, as he is known in the community, was elected as Deputy Reeve
of Richmond Township in 1983 through 1989 and served in such capacities as a
member of the Amalgamation Study Steering Committee, Minor Variance Committee,
Eastern Bay of Quinte Hay Bay Tourism Committee and the Moira River Conservation
Authority. He also served as a Lennox and Addington County Councillor on the
Community Services Committee, County Museum Advisory Committee, Economic
Development Strategic Plan Steering Committee as its first Chair, Social and Lenadco
Home Services Committee, and the Lenadco Home Feasibility Study Steering
Committee.

With a concern for health care, Tom Hogeboom is a past Treasurer and past
Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Lennox and Addington County General
Hospital. He is past member of the Board of Directors of the Lennox and Addington
County General Hospital Foundation.

He is known in Napanee as a Past President of the Napanee Rotary Club and a Paul
Harris Fellow, and a Benefactor of the Rotary Foundation. Tom Hogeboom is a Past-
President of the Napanee Kinsman Club.

He is a Lay Reader in the Anglican Church of Canada.

Tom Hogeboom has a long history of involvement with the United Way beginning
in Halifax in 1982 as a Big Brother, then in Calgary as a campaign volunteer. Once
employed by Goodyear he worked on the plant campaign committee of 1990, in 1991
as its Chair, then in 1992 through 1999 as the Training Committee Chair, and since
2000 as the Recognition Committee Chair. In 1992 and 1993 he accepted the role of
Deputy Chair of the United Appeal for the Kingston, Frontenac and Lennox and
Addington campaign. In 1994 he joined the Board of Directors where he sat on the
Finance and Human Resources Committee.

His community involvement also includes teaching The Economics of Staying in
School" with Junior Achievement in schools throughout Lennox and Addington
County. He is also a former Director of the Board of Governors of the Lennox and
Addington Resource Centre for Children and on the Board of Directors of the Napanee
District Community Foundation.

He is the Manager of Logistics Control for Goodyear Canada Inc. where he has
held a variety of management positions since 1988.
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M.W. Bro. Hogeboom is married to his high school sweetheart, Cheryl and they
live in Napanee, as does their married daughter, Annette Jane, her husband Scott and
two Grandchildren Noah Elliott and Lily Charlotte.

Masonic Career

As a Lewis, he was Initiated (11/10/80), Passed (02/23/81) and Raised (04/27/81) in
his Father’s Lodge, Maple Leaf Lodge No. 119 of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons on
the Grand Registry of Canada in Bath, Ontario. He is a five-time Past Master of his
lodge, serving as Master in 1994, 1995, 1999, 2006, and again in 2007.

He was Chairman of the 150th Anniversary Committee of his Mother Lodge in
2009 - 2010. In May of 2002, the brethren of Maple Leaf Lodge recognized him with
their Meritorious Service Award. He was the Charter Junior Warden of the
Millennium Lodge No. 743 in 2000. He is also a Past Master of The Heritage Lodge No.
730 where he served as Treasurer for several years. He was the Charter Master of the
Templum Fidelis Lodge No. 746, the first Traditional Observance Lodge in Canada
recognized by the Masonic Restoration Foundation.

At the District level he has been active in Chairing several Committees; Past
President of the Masonic Association of Frontenac District in 1996; Past District Deputy
Grand Master of Frontenac District in 1997, seventeen years behind his Father; and
was elected annually since 2009 to the position of Secretary-Treasurer of the Masonic
Association of Frontenac District until his resignation in 2018. He was awarded The
Frontenac District Deputy Grand Master’s Oratory Award “for excellence in public
address, oration and presentation which adds to the body of knowledge in
Freemasonry to the betterment, uplifting and education of the Brethren” in 2018.

On a wider scale, he is a former member of the Long Range Planning Committee
of Grand Lodge in 1998, the Communication Committee in 1999, the District Deputy
Grand Master Orientation Committee 1999 through 2004; and the Fraternal
Brotherhood of Man Committee in 2000.

He was first appointed to the Board of General Purposes of Grand Lodge in 1999
and then elected five times beginning in 2001 through 2010 when he was elected
Grand Treasurer. He was re-elected Grand Treasurer five times.

M.W. Bro. Hogeboom was Vice Chairman of the Help 2 Hear Millennium Project;
Chairman of The Advisory Committee on Lodge Finances 2000 - 2003; Secretary of
the Grand Lodge Chairman’'s Committee 2001 - 2004; Chairman of the Membership
Resources Committee 2003. At the 2002 Annual Communication, he was recognized
for his commitment to excellence with the Grand Master's Certificate of
Commendation for outstanding service for his work as Vice Chairman of the Help-2-
Hear Millennium Project. The Project involved seven Vice Chairmen across the
Province to assist M.\W. Bro. C. Edwin Drew as Chairman of the fund raising and
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awareness project through the Masonic Foundation of Ontario to bring hearing to our
youth via cochlear implants. M.W. Bro. Hogeboom's area of responsibility stretched
from Powassan, south through Ontario District and East to Prince Edward District.

Notably he was elected by his peers to the Management Committee in 2004, and
the Audit and Finance and Benevolence Committees in 2010. M.W. Bro. Hogeboom
was elected to the position of Director of the Masonic Foundation of Ontario in 1999,
where he served as the original Web Site Liaison.

M.W. Bro. Hogeboom became a Grand Elect Perfect and Sublime Mason of the
Kingston Lodge of Perfection on May 19, 1988; a Sovereign Prince Rose Croix of
H.R.D.M. of the Rose of Sharon Chapter on February 23, 1989; and a Sublime Prince of
the Royal Secret of the Moore Sovereign Consistory on May 6, 1989. He took his demit
from Scottish Rite Masonry on July 27, 2024.

He became a Mark Master Mason of the Mount Sinai Chapter No. 44 G.R.C. of
Royal Arch Masons in Napanee on June 27, 2002; a Most Excellent Master on
September 18 and a Royal Arch Mason on October 16 that same year. He was elected
Treasurer of his Chapter in 2005 where he continues to serve. He is also an affiliated
member of Prince Edward Chapter No. 31 in Picton, where he was elected Treasurer as
well since 2014. On June 24, 2022, he was made a Past Principal of Mount Sinai
Chapter by the Grand Council of Royal Arch Masons of Canada in the Province of
Ontario and on April 13, 2024, he was appointed Grand Senior Sojourner.

He is a member of the Kingston District Shrine Club and on July 1, 1989, he was
received, admitted and constituted a Noble of the Mystic Shrine in Rameses Temple.
In 2022, he was appointed Ambassador at Large of the Mystic Shrine in Rameses
Temple and in 2023 he was appointed an Honorary Member of the Rameses Legion of
Honor and International Shrine Aviation Association.

From a very young age, being with his Father and the men of Maple Leaf Lodge No.
119, was a significant influence on his decision to become a Mason. Once a Mason, he
started visiting other lodges and attending meetings of the Board of General Purposes
where he was heavily influenced in his Masonic career by travelling around the
province with Past Grand Masters M.\W. Bro. Drew, Shand, and Mumby. Just as his
Father set the example to become a Mason, these three Past Grand Masters set the
example for M.W. Bro. Hogeboom to become a Grand Master.

He was elected Deputy Grand Master and President of the Board of General
Purposes in 2019. At the Annual Communication of 2022, he was elected Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of Canada in the
Province of Ontario.

In 2004, he was appointed as the Grand Representative to the Grand Lodge of
Alaska. In February 2008, he was elected to the Board of Directors of the Masonic
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Restoration Foundation and in August 2019, he became a member of the Masonic
Renewal Committee of North America Incorporated by the Conference of Grand
Masters of North America.

A portrait of M\W. Bro. Hogeboom was painted by Christoper Laffin of Amherst
Island and presented at a meeting of Maple Lodge No. 119 on September 9, 2024.

As Grand Master

The COVID-19 pandemic forced a lockdown of Masonic activities. Even the erratic
rules and constraints across Ontario as restrictions were eased caused concerns and
frustrations. As Deputy Grand Master then-R.W. Bro. Hogeboom said in an interview:
“Given our lockdown situation and the rise of these Virtual Masonic meetings, these
past couple of years have been very challenging in every aspect of our Freemasonry,
from Lodge building maintenance, management, to managing the potential members
who have been standing outside our doors, waiting to join our life changing
experience.”

As his term as Grand Master drew to a close, M.\W. Bro. Hogeboom emphasized
that “During the last few years, we have witnessed many men with newly discovered
downtime at home becoming acquainted with Freemasonry for the first time. To this
interest, we have reacted and have added tracking strategies to make sure these
interested men receive the help they are looking for and are providing the services
that are essential to our growth, strength and numbers. We have realized that our
need for leadership was greater than our need for new members. The old term -
Quality over Quantity - has reemerged as the driving force to mentor every man from
the interested man at the West Gate to the Grand Master.”

M.W. Bro. Hogeboom continued: “Throughout the centuries, Freemasonry has
contributed mightily to the betterment of society. Freemasonry is what this fractured
world needs. We are the builders and consensus makers. We embrace diversity and
concentrate on those common core values that are common to all good men of Faith.”

M.W. Bro. Hogeboom concluded his Address with the words he used in many
presentations: “Masonry need have no fear for the future, providing that our members
are true to its precepts and follow the illustrious example of our predecessors. Be
careful how you live your life, you may be the only Mason some people will ever
meet.”

As our 80th Grand Master, M\W. Bro. Hogeboom observed that Lodges were
deciding to Amalgamate or surrender their Warrants in unprecedented numbers.
While the COVID-19 pandemic was one factor, he noted that our Fraternity is like
many other community organizations and churches in that there was an explosion of
post-World War community participation that hasn't been sustained. While every
attempt has been made to avoid a Lodge going dark, or amalgamating, the decision is
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that of the membership. It is proper to assist in retaining membership rather than
worry about the number of Lodges in the jurisdiction.

Over the course of his term as Grand Master, M.\W. Bro. Hogeboom was able to
travel to visit annual meetings of concordant and appendant Masonic bodies within
the Province. He also attended the Conference of Grand Masters of North America
that was held in Seattle, the World Conference in Israel, and Annual Communications
for Grand Lodges in France, England, Italy, California, New York, New Hampshire,
Quebec, and Prince Edward Island.

2023 was the 300th anniversary of the publication of ‘Anderson’s Constitutions’.
As part of the international events marking the anniversary, M.W. Bro. Hogeboom
welcomed M.W. Bro. Akram R. Elias, Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Washington D.C., and Prestonian Lecturer for 2023, as the speaker at the Grand
Master’'s Banquet. The speech was titled “The 1723 Constitutions: The Indispensable
Trowel; Cementing America’s Foundations”.

The 2024 Grand Master's Banquet speaker at the Annual Communication was
equally interesting in that the keynote speaker for the evening had passed to the
Grand Lodge Above in 2013. The Brethren attending the Banquet were invited to close
their eyes and listen to a recording of the speech that our dear deceased William
Mercer Wilson Medalist, Bro. John Ross Matheson, made as he addressed the Masons
attending the Grand Master’s Banquet of the Annual Communication of 1986. His
comments apply equally today as they did when first presented thirty-eight years ago.

There could be no more significant political event in Canadian history than that
deeply involving our Bro. John Matheson as a leading member of the Parliamentary
Committee, which successfully shepherded the adoption of the made-in-Canada flag
through Parliament in 1965. Years later, his Master’s thesis was published under the
title 'Canada’s Flag: A Search for a Country. He also provided the concept and the
background research that led to the design of the Order of Canada in 1967.

M.W. Bro. Hogeboom oversaw the launching of a new Online Lodge Member and
Management System to assist lodges and update the administration of activities at the
Grand Lodge office. This was concurrent with the launch of an updated website, and
relaunch of the Ontario Masons Magazine as the sole communication tool for the
jurisdiction.

While technology has advanced, many of the Lodge buildings in our jurisdiction
have deteriorated. M.W. Bro. Hogeboom spoke of the need to ensure the safety of
Lodge members and visitors. During his term as Grand Master, the protocols and
reporting requirements for assuring the safety of Lodge buildings was updated and the
consequences of non-compliance made more severe. By the end of his term M.W.
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Bro. Hogeboom was pleased to share that every Lodge building was able to provide a
safe meeting experience.

M.W. Bro. Hogeboom decided “that our planning time and energy could be better
spent with a day of Masonic education and Grand Lodge seminars, open forums of
discussion, sharing and enjoying fellowship and food with our families and friends
beyond a single District rather than having a big formal banquet to celebrate one
person in each District across the Jurisdiction.” He encouraged the ongoing use of the
model of “A Day of Masonry” to replace Grand Master Receptions in every District. He
attended many of the “Day of Masonry” events that happened across the jurisdiction.

Every Grand Master becomes the final arbiter of jurisprudence in the jurisdiction.
M.W. Bro. Hogeboom took time in his Address to explain the discipline he had to
administer in arresting the Warrant of a Lodge, expelling a member from the
fraternity, and indefinitely suspending another member.

In recent years there have been Grand Lodge Committees for Discipline, and for
Constitution and Jurisprudence. M.W. Bro. Hogeboom thanked the Chairmen of those
committees and two others with expertise in those topics, who had consented to form
the Grand Master’s Legal Advisory Group to “work together and share this heavy
burden of providing legal advice”.

The Grand Lodge Ceremony of Dedication was conducted twice by M.W. Bro.
Hogeboom. The first was at the St. Mary’'s Masonic Temple on September 30, 2023.
The second at the Harmony Masonic Centre in the village of Canfield on December 16,
2023.

As Past Grand Master

At the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Quebec in Montreal in 2024,
he was recognized as an Honorary Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Quebec by
M.W. Bro. Robert Dupel.

M.W. Bro. Hogeboom continues to actively participate in the Lodges where he is a
member. He especially enjoys delivering the General Charge at the end of the
Ceremony of Installation and Investiture.

Sources:

() Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F.& A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario: 1998, 2022,
2023.

(2) Grand Master’s Address 2023, 2024

(3) GLCPOO Masonic Education Speaker Series, July 9, 2022 “Town Hall with Deputy Grand Master
Hogeboom”

(4) Personal communication, August 2024 through January 2025.
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