Ontario Masons

David James Cameron, M.D.

Grand Master (2019 - 2022) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons
of Canada in the Province of Ontario

Photo from the Grand Lodge

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern.

Dr. David James Cameron was born and raised in London, Ontario. He attended Clarke
Road Secondary School and Neuchatel Junior College in Switzerland. He enrolled in the
University of Western Ontario where he obtained a B.Sc. in Chemistry and then a Doctor
of Medicine degree in 1983.

He married Jill Hanna, who grew up just blocks away and who also graduated from the
University of Western Ontario. They lived in Toronto for several years but when their son,
James, was born they moved closer to home, settling in Waterloo, and Dr. Cameron took
up a family medicine practice in New Hamburg. He retired from active medical practice
in 2019.
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Dr. David Cameron was involved in the building of a worship space in Waterloo to be
shared between a United Church and a Reform Synagogue in Waterloo. This may have
been the inspiration of his focus on inclusion in Masonry. He has led multi-faith District
Divine Services both in this worship space as well as elsewhere.

Masonic Career

In a podcast interview M.W. Bro. Cameron explained that his grandfather was a Mason,
but not his father. The main family connection with Freemasonry was that his father-in-
law, RW. Bro. S. James Hanna, was a Mason in St. John's Lodge No. 20, London Ontario.

Bro. Cameron was initiated into Freemasonry in Grand River Lodge No. 151 Kitchener-
Waterloo on April 23,1991. He progressed in the officer line-up and as Junior Warden Bro.
Cameron brought Masonic Education to every meeting by linking the food served to an
educational topic. He became Worshipful Master in 2001 and experienced an Irish Third
Degree when his father-in-law’s lodge, St. John's No. 20, exemplified the degree with him
as the candidate.

A charter member of New Light Daylight Lodge No. 744, he served as the Worshipful
Master from 2005 to 2007. He is also a charter member of Templum Lucis Lodge No. 747
of Stratford, the province’s second Observant lodge.

M.W. Bro. Cameron has been honored with memberships in St. John's Lodge No. 20,
London, Centennial Lodge No. 684, London, and Heredom Lodge No. 749, Toronto. He is
also a member of Heritage Lodge No. 730. M.W. Bro. Cameron was a member of
Millennium Lodge No. 743 during its existence.

In concordant bodies he is a member of the London Valley of the Ancient & Accepted
Scottish Rite, Moore Sovereign Consistory, and he has received the 33° in Winnipeg. M.\W.
Bro. Cameron is a member of Kitchener Chapter No. 117 of Royal Arch Masons, and Huron
Council No. 25 of the Royal and Select Masters. He is a member of Medwayosh Council
No. 62 of the Allied Masonic Degrees. He became a Shriner of Mocha Temple. M.W. Bro.
Cameron is a member of the Royal Order of Scotland. He is a Fellow of the College of
Freemasonry and author of one of the modules.

He was a founding member of the G15, a group of young Masons brought together as
a think tank in 2004. They promoted Lodges of Discussion in which Masonic topics could
be actively explored in lodge. At the suggestion of M.\W. Bro. Raymond S. J. Daniels, he
accepted the role of editor of The Newsletter of the Committee on Masonic Education
which later became Reflections, and still later was rolled into the Ontario Masons
Magazine.

M.W. Bro. Cameron was appointed Assistant Grand Chaplain in 2005 under Grand
Master M.\W. Bro. Gary Atkinson. Then he was elected to the Board of General Purposes in
2007. While on the Board of General Purposes he served as Chair of Masonic Education,
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Chair of Lodge Resources, and on the Management Committee, and has been a Director of
the Masonic Foundation of Ontario.

M.W. Bro. Cameron was elected and installed as Deputy Grand Master in 2017 and then
elected and installed as Grand Master in 2019. Due to the exceptional and impactful
circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic, his term was extended until 2022. He proudly
wears the apron that once was worn by his mentor, M.\W. Bro. Raymond S. J. Daniels.

He has been invited to speak at Masonic events in Canada, the United States and
Europe, including the 14th World Conference of Regular Masonic Grand Lodges held in
November of 2015 in San Francisco, and the 2016 Conference of Grand Secretaries of
North America held in Madison WI. His papers have been published in 7he Square and
the Journal of the Masonic Society.

As Grand Master

As the 79th Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario,
M.W. Bro. Cameron prepared to keep a focus on Ritual, Education, and Mentoring during
his time as Grand Master. He asserts that everything else a Mason experiences falls out
from that. M\W. Bro. Cameron supported the recently revised Strategic Plan that speaks
to the timeless vitality of Freemasonry, where the lodge room is the dynamic center of
Masonry.

Acknowledging that the effort required in the upkeep of ageing temples was beyond
many lodges’ expertise, an early ruling by M\W. Bro. Cameron was to give notice that for
the length of his term as Grand Master he would allow a trial of un-dedicated meeting
rooms in buildings other than lodge owned premises.

Although at the beginning of his term as Grand Master M.\W. Bro. Cameron announced
his plans for travel across the province with many anniversaries and events to attend, the
global COVID-19 pandemic suddenly and forcibly changed everything in mid-March of
2020.

As public health directives forced a closing of Masonic halls and the cancelling of all
lodge activities, there were comparisons to the impact of the Spanish Flu epidemic of a
century earlier. Many Masons, and other persons, commented that our jurisdiction was
very fortunate to have a medical doctor as our Grand Master during this trying time.

To continue the ongoing business of maintaining Masonic lodges as well as the Grand
Lodge under the shifting requirements imposed due to COVID-19, the Worshipful Master,
Secretary, and Treasurer of each lodge were given authority to pay the bills and conduct
the necessary business of the lodge until re-opening was authorized, subject to retroactive
approval at the next regular meeting of each lodge. Adjustments were made for what
would normally be annual elections and Installations of officers.
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After consultation with the Past Grand Masters, and the Management Committee,
M.W. Bro. Cameron issued an edict to continue the terms of current Grand Lodge Officers
for an extra year. The 2020 Annual Communication was cancelled, which was the first
time in our history that our annual gathering was cancelled.

Soon after the COVID-19 lockdowns began, videoconferencing technology was
adopted and used by the Board of General Purposes to deal with the necessary business
of Grand Lodge. Videoconferencing tools were shared with all Districts in the jurisdiction
to encourage on-line meetings, even while these could not be called regular or stated
meetings of lodges.

Grand Master Cameron had been elected as President of the Conference of Grand and
District Grand Lodges A. F. & A. M. of Canada and he and his team had done the planning
for the 2020 All Canada Conference in Winnipeg. However, with the start of COVID this
was suddenly changed to a virtual meeting where Grand Masters from across the country
compared notes on the responses of their Grand Jurisdictions.

With the lead of M.\W. Bro. Cameron and M.W. Bro. George Grant of Nova Scotia it was
decided to include the M.W. Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Ontario and Jurisdiction in future
meetings.

M.W. Bro. Cameron was also on the planning committee for the 2020 Conference of
Grand Masters of North America held at Louisville KY. At that February meeting he led a
break-out session on “Preparing to be Grand Master” which included a section in which
they brainstormed different crises that might occur and what their response would be. A
pandemic was not even thought of!

Grand Master Cameron noted that he had fine plans for: “visits to every District, twenty
centennials and an equal number of 150th anniversaries, presentations, speeches,
banquets, maybe even some dances, World Conferences, trips to Cuba and Jamaica,
Scotland and England. Instead, my job became to relay and explain public health advice,
interpret legislative regulations, keep the brethren safe by encouraging virtual contact
only, and in spite of all this, keep the spirits of the brethren up.” And, alluding to a parable
he had often used in virtual presentations, he added: “These past two years have been
incredibly challenging, some would say a disaster. But what makes you so sure it was not
a blessing?” It was a time to regroup and reconsider what Masonry means to us.

Many Districts and lodges began regular online meetings and shared Masonic
education. The same was happening in other jurisdictions, and for concordant bodies.
M.W. Bro. Cameron’s plans to travel across the Province of Ontario were set aside. His
itinerary was shared in the Annual Proceedings and shows how frequently he joined on-
line meetings within Ontario, and across the world.

In 2021, for the second year in a row, an in-person Annual Communication was
cancelled, and necessary business had to be conducted as a virtual meeting. Due to the
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numbers, the meeting had to be conducted in a ‘presentation style’ format which
precluded interaction with the many brethren who connected to the online meeting.
Elections of District Deputy Grand Masters, and Grand Lodge Officers, and voting for
proposed amendments to the Constitution were conducted electronically in a secure
manner. Doing the elections in this manner proved so successful that elections continued
to be conducted in that manner even when in-person annual communications were
resumed.

Through the ongoing COVID-19 restrictions on in-person meetings, distance-learning
through the College of Freemasonry grew and over fifteen brethren were named as
Fellows of the College of Freemasonry.

An ad hoc Annual Communication Task Force made a number of recommendations.
It was proposed to streamline and shorten the proceedings and to move the annual
communication to a different venue. The realities of facility renovations and difficult
economic recovery from the pandemic expedited these changes.

An ad hoc Task Force on the Three Questions posed to the candidate for Initiation was
led by the Grand Chaplain, RW. Bro. Tom Haight. The task force members were from
various faith traditions and considered aspects of our Ritual from a theological standpoint.
The recommended changes for our Ritual are simple with respect to the words but very
significant in their meaning.

A further ad hoc Task Force undertook a Corporate Review. It proposed that an
organizational By-Law be adopted so that our governance will be up to date under the
provincial law and our own Constitution. By-law No. 1 of the Corporations was regularly
proposed, voted on, and carried.

The Outreach Pillar refreshed our Branding and developed the new Wordmark and
Branding Standards, and the Communications Pillar started work on remodelling our
database in order for Lodge Secretaries to be able to update it.

A number of rulings had to be made to allow deviations from the Constitution for
ongoing operation of lodges, as well as the on-line voting for DDGMs, Grand Lodge
officers, Constitutional amendments, and to enable an on-line Annual Communication
meeting as well as a transition to the incoming team of Grand Lodge Officers.

The Grand Master noted that there are two Grand Lodges in England that admit
women; and in all other respects would be considered regular by the United Grand Lodge
of England. While there is no expectation of recognition by these two Grand Lodges, there
is cooperation with UGLE regarding information campaigns. In Ontario, one of the Grand
Lodges - the Order of Women Freemasons - is active. After appropriate discussions,
Grand Master Cameron granted permission under Section 150 (b) of the Constitution for
the Order of Women Freemasons to use several craft lodge rooms.
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Our relationship with the M.W. Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Ontario and Jurisdiction
continues to benefit all concerned. Similar relationships between our Grand Lodge and
the Prince Hall Grand Lodges that are recognized by the M.W. Prince Hall Grand Lodge of
Ontario and Jurisdiction and that border on Ontario were pursued.

In 2022, public health restrictions were eased, and severe limits on meetings were
lifted.

On July 9, 2022, Heredom Lodge No. 749 was Constituted and Consecrated in due and
ancient form at the Weston Masonic Temple. This is the third lodge in our Grand
Jurisdiction to declare itself an Observant lodge.

The year 2022 was when Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II marked the Seventieth
Anniversary of her Accession to the Throne. Grand Master Cameron sent a letter to her
noting that it is usual and customary at our lodge banquets to offer a toast to the Queen
and the Craft, and this year we will do so with this milestone in mind. In response, The
Queen “sends her best wishes to you all for a most enjoyable Platinum Jubilee year.”

Grand Master Cameron recognized the passing to the Grand Lodge Above of M.\W. Bro.
Donald Herbert Mumby, who was Grand Master in 2003 - 2005. “A distinguished
gentleman, to my mind the epitome of what a Grand Master should be. His counsel was
always wise and thought-out. He was a friend, a trusted advisor, and a role model. The
personification of the ideal of a Freemason.”

As he completed his extended term as Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Cameron stated:
“When we resume Masonic labour we will have to confront the impacts of the pandemic.
The crisis has shown our resilience and the benefits of being connected with a fraternity.
After this crisis we need to continue the focus on ritual, education, and mentoring. Men
who join in the future must find a solid, active fraternity, focused on our core activities.
Freemasonry is needed in this world.”

Grand Master Cameron turned to the experience a century ago of M.W. Bro. Federick
Harcourt who expressed concern that membership was increasing rapidly after the end
of the Great War and the Spanish Flu epidemic. Grand Master Cameron encouraged that
we “thoughtfully and methodically initiate, befriend and mentor, then pass and mentor,
then raise and mentor new brethren, and continue to mentor them as they pass through
all the stages of this life.”

A photographic portrait of M.\W. Bro. David ]. Cameron was prepared by R'-W. Bro.
Victor Tavares and given to his Mother Lodge, Grand River Lodge No. 151.

As Past Grand Master
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At the 165th Annual Convocation of Royal Arch Masons of Canada in the Province of
Ontario (April 2023), M.W. Bro. David Cameron was appointed Grand Senior Sojourner.
He continued his journey in the Royal and Select Masters.

Past Grand Master David Cameron was asked to sit on the Board of the international
Masonic Restoration Foundation and gave the keynote speech at their 12th Annual
Symposium in Tucson, Arizona in 2023. The MRF’s goal is to promote the principles of
Observant Masonry within the Craft.

M.W. Bro. Cameron serves as the Secretary of Templum Lucis Lodge No. 747 which is
not only an Observant Lodge but is exploring a novel (but ancient) practice of meeting in
the modern equivalent of a Tavern, a hotel.

Sources:

(1) Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F.& A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario: 2020, 221,
2022.

(2) Masonic Restoration Foundation, website and information for the 12" Annual Symposium - March
31- April 2, 2023

(3) Personal communications; 2023 - 2024
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