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John Cameron Green 
 

Grand Master (2015 – 2017) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and 
Accepted Masons of Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 

 
Photo by Grand Lodge 

Prepared by VW Bro. Marshall Kern. 

John Cameron Green was born January 3, 1946, in Paisley, Ontario.  After attending 
high school in Chesley and Walkerton, he moved to Drayton taking employment in 
Elmira.  He retired as Operations Manager of a textile plant after 38 years. He and his 
wife Barb have two daughters: Robyn residing in Ottawa; Barb and husband Greg, have 
three daughters and they live in Brisbane, Australia.   
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His community life includes active membership in Kinsmen where John Green was 
the local President, Deputy Governor, District Governor and then National President of 
Kin Canada.  As the National President in 1979 – 1980, he assisted opening the new 
National Headquarters in Cambridge Ontario.  The location is prominently near 
Highway 401.  This was the 60th Anniversary Year of the founding of Kinsmen in Canada.  
Founder Hal Rogers was still alive and traveled with John Green to many events.  During 
his term as President, the members of Kin Canada raised $28 million for charitable 
works across Canada.  As National President, John Green, accompanied by his wife Barb, 
attended the World Conference of Young Men’s Service Clubs in Christchurch, New 
Zealand and Stockholm, Sweden. John has been recognized with a Kinsmen Life 
Membership.  

 
The Palmerston and District Hospital is a place where John C. Green was active for 

over forty years with the Board, and then the Foundation of the hospital.   This included 
five years as Finance Chairman, six years as Board Chairman, and then Foundation 
President for seventeen years.  John C. Green was the chairman of the CKNX Million 
Dollar Heroes Radiothon in its first two years.  This annual fundraising event is a joint 
fundraising venture of fourteen small-town hospitals in Western Ontario and has raised 
millions of dollars.  John was also Chairman of the Palmerston Hospital Gala on three 
occasions. This fundraising event was started by a group of nurses and is held in May of 
each year and provides in excess of two hundred thousand dollars a year for new 
hospital equipment. 

 
He was the Publicity Chairman of the 1984 International Plowing Match held at 

Teviotdale in Wellington County.   
 
Drayton always had a Town Hall with an auditorium that featured superb acoustics.  

Neil Aitcheson, then in Kitchener-Waterloo, knew that Alex Mustakas was a very good 
performer who wanted to start a theatre company.  Neil introduced Alex to John Green 
(when he was Mayor) and toured the auditorium.  The idea for a theatre company went 
to Council where it was approved.  When Drayton Entertainment was founded in 1990, 
John Green agreed to be the first Chairman.  Drayton Entertainment now operates seven 
theatres in southwestern Ontario and John Green remains on the Board of Directors.   

 
He is also a director of Drayton Community Citizens Association, a foundation that 

provides funds to worthwhile causes in the local municipality, such as healthy living for 
seniors and youth groups.  

 
John C. Green was active in municipal politics for thirty-six years.  For twenty-two 

years he was Mayor of Mapleton Township in Wellington County.  He was elected the 
Warden of Wellington County for three terms and served as the Chairman of Finance 
for eight years.  He has served many years on the Wellington Police Commission and 
the Wellington, Dufferin, Guelph Board of Health. John Green was elected to the board 
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of the Association of Municipalities of Ontario representing four-hundred and forty 
municipalities.   

 
John Green served a four-year appointment to the Advisory Committee on Rural 

Planning for the Provincial Ministry of Agriculture and Food.  
 
In recognition of his contributions to his community, Rotary International named 

John C. Green a Paul Harris Fellow.  The Ontario Minister of Citizenship, Culture, and 
Recreation, the Honourable Isabel Bassett, presented John C. Green a Provincial citation 
for contributions to the arts in Ontario.  He was also presented a Provincial Long Service 
Award for over twenty-five years in elected Municipal Politics. John C. Green has been 
recognized for forty years of service at the Palmerston District Hospital.  In 2003 he 
received the Queen’s Jubilee Medal.    

 
Other community activities include playing competitive fastball and hockey as well 

as coaching minor teams.  As a young man John Green completed the Dale Carnegie 
course.  This helped him develop his memory for names and people that has been 
invaluable to him in his many ventures. 

 
He is a member of the Drayton United Church. 
 
Masonic Career 

M.W. Bro. John C. Green joined Conestogo Lodge No. 295 (Drayton) on February 17, 
1975, serving as Worshipful Master in 1983 and 2005. He affiliated with Aldworth Lodge 
No. 235 (in his hometown of Paisley), Harriston Lodge No. 262 (Harriston), Oak Branch 
Lodge No. 261 (Innerkip), Royal City Daylight Lodge No. 742 (Guelph), and The Heritage 
Lodge No. 730. He was elected DDGM of Wellington District for 1998 - 1999 and was a 
member of the Board of General Purposes starting in 2003, chairing five committees 
and serving five years on the Management Committee. 

 
He is the Grand representative of the Grand Lodge of Norway.   
 
Through the first few years that M.W. Bro. John Green was on the Board of General 

Purposes he was Chairman of the Mentoring Committee.  Through active participation 
in many Saturday workshops across the Province he encouraged Masonic Education to 
promote well-rounded education for Masons.  He learnt the value of face-to-face 
communication not only to share information but to build personal relationships.   

 
During the years M.W. Bro. John Green was on the Board of General Purposes, he 

was approached by some Past Grand Masters who commented on the amount of work 
he was doing, and the quality of work.  They encouraged him to consider running for 
the elected position of Deputy Grand Master.  This led to a conversation with his wife, 
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Barb, who reminded him that if he was interested in the opportunity, he should make it 
known to others.  He did and entered into the election to be Deputy Grand Master.  He 
was elected to the office at the Annual Communication in July 2013.  Then M.W. Bro. 
John C. Green was then elected and installed as Grand Master in July 2015. 

 
Other Masonic involvement includes serving as a Director of the Masonic 

Foundation of Ontario where he served as Chairman of the Foundation’s 50th 
anniversary celebrations.  He is a Director of the MASONICh.I.P Foundation of Ontario.  

 
He is a member of Scottish Rite Guelph Valley, Moore Sovereign Consistory, Royal 

Arch Bernard Chapter and Mocha Shrine where he served as President of Pal Mocha 
Shrine Club in 2004 and 2022.  

 
John became a member of the Royal Order of Scotland in 2014  
 
In September 2015 he was coroneted an Honorary Inspector General 33° Supreme 

Council of Canada. 
 
As Grand Master  
 
M.W. Bro. John C. Green was Grand Marshall of the 2016 International Plowing 

Match in Wellington County, a place where he is well-known and well-respected.  He 
also attended the 2017 International Plowing Match in Huron County. 

 
Jurisprudence became a concern of M.W. Bro. Green.  He became aware of many 

spiteful comments and frictions in lodges when he was Deputy Grand Master. During 
his term as Grand Master there were no Masonic Trials, but a number of disputes were 
drawn to his attention.  These prompted him to write: “I am being asked, on too many 
occasions, about piques and quarrels that are hindering the progress and fulfillment, we 
as Masons, should be enjoying as a benefit from Masonry. The activity of a few can cause 
the benefit of Freemasonry to be less than enjoyable for those around them.  Yes, there 
are certain situations that are cause for serious discussion and then resolved by a 
sincere effort to settle our differences as men and gentlemen.” 

 
There were two points of jurisprudence calling for his decisive intervention.  M.W. 

Bro. Green ruled that the Warrant of Granite Lodge No. 352 be permanently revoked.  
He also ruled that our Grand Lodge “will not tolerate discrimination … because of sexual 
orientation”. 

 
During his term, M.W. Bro. Green oversaw the consideration of a restructuring of 

the Board of General Purposes and related committees, with a reduction of the number 
of members on the Board of General Purposes from 35 down to 25. Even though there 
had been discussions about restructuring over many years, the decision to proceed was 
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a careful one.  Regular face-to-face meetings of the Management Committee were 
essential to keep everyone up to date.  There was cooperative leadership as the changes 
were made to set our Grand Lodge on a path of providing both leadership and support 
to any Lodge or Mason in Ontario.  Two key aspects of the restructuring were a change 
in the administration structure at the Grand Lodge office in Hamilton to have a Chief 
Operating Officer, and to take the steps needed to merge Masonic Holdings and Grand 
Lodge into one corporation.   

 
Our Grand Master announced his support for the charity project “Prostate Hope” 

for prostate cancer research.  This was a continuation of the project started by M.W. 
Bro. Donald Campbell.  M.W. Bro. Green added his support by noting that although 
prostate cancer is a male oriented affliction, it affects the entire family – children, 
parents, and of course the spouse.  The funds raised exceeded expectations and allowed 
expansion of support to four research locations. 

 
M.W. Bro. Green presented five Wm. Mercer Wilson medals, and six Meritorious 

Service Medals to deserving Masons.  Whenever he was invited and could schedule a 
visit, M.W. Bro. Green attended the ceremonies to deliver long-service awards to 
Masons of 50 years or more.  He was pleased to be present when a 70-year award was 
presented to a brother in his own lodge.   

 
There were five Cornerstone Ceremonies conducted by Grand Lodge under M.W. 

Bro. Green.  These were in Stratford, Bracebridge, London, as well as at Rideau-Minden 
Lodge No. 253, and Niagara Lodge No. 2. 

 
There were three Amalgamations of Lodges seeking to improve and continue 

Masonry in their respective communities.  And five Lodges surrendered their Warrants.   
 
M.W. Bro. Green issued the Warrants and Instituted both Templum Lucis Lodge No. 

747 in Stratford, and Goodfellows Lodge No. 749 in Parry Sound. 
 
Outside of our Grand Jurisdiction M.W. Bro. Green attended the Conference of 

Grand Masters of North America in Vancouver.  And he attended the All Canada 
Conference in Winnipeg.  He also attended the World Conference of Grand Lodges in 
San Francisco. 

 
As M.W. Bro. Green completed his term as Grand Master he applauded the 

preparations that were being undertaken for the Celebrations of 300th Anniversary of 
the premier Grand Lodge in 2017.  He exhorted all Masons to “Be proud of who you are; 
Be proud of what you do; Be proud to be a Mason.” 

 

Sources:  
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(1) Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F.& A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario: 2015, 2016, 
2017, 2018 

(2) Personal Communication 2023 


