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Raymond Sidney James Daniels A.R.C.T., F.T.C.L. 
 

Grand Master (2009 – 2011) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 

 

Photo from the Grand Lodge 

(1937 – 2016) 

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern. 

Mr. Raymond S. J. Daniels was born on September 2, 1937, in Orillia, Ontario, where 
he attended public and high school.  Early musical studies enabled him to become an 
organist and choirmaster serving at several churches in southern Ontario.  After 
graduation from Wilfred Laurier University with degrees in music and history he 
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received diplomas from the Royal Conservatory of Music, Toronto and a Licentiate from 
Trinity College of Music, London (UK).   

Raymond Daniels began his music career when he was hired by a church in Simcoe.  
He was also the music supervisor for the local school board.   

In 1967 Ray Daniels accepted the position of organist at Trinity United Church in 
Kitchener.  After moving to Kitchener, Brenda sang with the Grand Philharmonic Choir.  
Together they founded the choral group ‘The Renaissance Singers’ and took the group 
to England in 1972 to perform at festivals.   

For twenty-three years he taught music and history at Eastwood Collegiate, 
Kitchener, where he helped establish the Arts program.  There he started numerous 
choirs and the Waterloo Regional Gilbert & Sullivan Society.  More than a few of his 
students have achieved successful careers in music. 

In 1991 Ray Daniels was awarded the Kitchener-Waterloo Arts Council Award for 
Music in recognition of artistic achievement in the community.  

Raymond S.J. Daniels met Brenda while in Simcoe, where she was a music teacher.  
They married in 1964, and they lived in Kitchener since 1968.  They have no children. 

A Masonic memorial service under the auspices of Mystic Tie Lodge No. 279 was 
held at the Dunfield Theatre, Cambridge, on Sunday, January 31, 2016.   

Masonic Career 

M.W. Bro. Daniels was initiated on November 5, 1959 in Orillia Lodge No. 192, Orillia 
(his father’s Lodge).  He affiliated with New Hope Lodge No. 279, Cambridge and served 
as WM (1999-2000).  New Hope amalgamated with The Otto Klotz Lodge No. 731, 
Cambridge, in October 2003 to become Mystic Tie Lodge No. 279, Cambridge.  He 
served as Charter Master of New Light Lodge No. 744, Cambridge at its formation in 
2001.  At the time of his death he had been Worshipful Master in two lodges, and an 
affiliated or honorary member in 16 Masonic lodges.   

Between 1999 and 2002 he served as Secretary to the Lodge of Instruction Team 
under M.W. Bro. C. Edwin Drew, Custodian of the Work.  Later he was named Secretary 
Emeritus for the Team.   

He was acclaimed as Grand Junior Warden in 2000.  Then he was elected to the 
Board of General Purposes in 2003 and again in 2005.  While on the Board he served as 
Chairman of the Membership Resources Committee and the Committee on Masonic 
Education.  

He was elected as Deputy Grand Master in July 2007 for a two-year term.   
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M.W. Bro. Raymond S.J. Daniels was elected and installed as the Grand Master of 
the Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario in July of 2009.  He 
served a two-year term as Grand Master.  

He was a Fellow of the College of Freemasonry. 

M.W. Bro. Daniels was the Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of Quebec.  

He was a member and Past First Principal of Kitchener Chapter No. 117, Kitchener.  
The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada, in the Province of Ontario 
conferred the honour of Grand Senior Sojourner on Grand Master Raymond S.J. 
Daniels.  He was a member and Past Senior Grand Deacon of the Grand Council of the 
Allied Masonic Degrees of Canada. 

He was a member and Past Most Wise Sovereign of the Guelph Chapter of Rose 
Croix.  He was coroneted an Honorary Inspector-General 33° of the Supreme Council 
in 2005. 

He was a member of Mocha Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., and received honorary 
membership in Rameses Temple, Toronto.   

M.W. Bro. Raymond S.J. Daniels was inducted into the Royal Order of Scotland in 
2003. 

He was a member of Preston Springs Chapter, No. 208, Order of the Eastern Star. 

The Widow’s Sons Ontario Masonic Riders Association welcomed M.W. Bro. 
Daniels as an honorary member.   

M.W. Bro. Daniels presented papers at the World Conference of Regular Grand 
Lodges held in India, and also in California.  He also delivered a paper at the Masonic 
Restoration Foundation. 

As Grand Master 

As the 74th Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario, 
M.W. Bro. Raymond S.J. Daniels acknowledged “it is my humble duty to review the state 
of our Royal Art in this Grand Jurisdiction by cataloguing events, recognizing 
achievements, and raising a few matters of concern.”  As his theme for office Grand 
Master Daniels used the words of an ancient Hebrew scribe - "get knowledge, get 
wisdom, but with all thy getting, get understanding" - for he believed that understanding 
the real and profound meaning of freemasonry should be the quest of every serious 
Mason. 

There were two achievements that stand out through the term of Grand Master 
Daniels.  The first is the opening under Dispensation of Canada Lodge U.D. at Kandahar 
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Air Base, Afghanistan.  This event was the culmination of five years of diligence and 
determination, under the leadership of R.W. Bro. William Lewis, District Deputy Grand 
Master of Prince Edward District, and Colonel in the Royal Canadian Air Force, and the 
persistence of several Grand Masters preceding M.W. Bro. Daniels.  Originally intended 
to provide fraternal support for our brethren serving in the Theatre, such interest was 
created among the men stationed on the base that petitions for initiations were 
received. The Grand Secretary was able to create the protocol, and the first initiations 
took place on October 7, 2010.  Motivated by the Masonic ornaments of benevolence 
and charity, the members of Canada Lodge UD provided school supplies for 14,000 
students in three high schools in Afghanistan.  Meanwhile, Grand Master Daniels invited 
the brethren in Ontario to donate money to ‘Coffee for our Troops’, and in a few months 
$41,000 was raised.  With the cooperation of Tim Hortons Donuts, the full amount was 
used to provide gift cards to the men and women serving in the Canadian Armed Forces 
in Afghanistan.   

The second was the Project to establish a centre for the study the impact 
Fraternalism in general, and Freemasonry in particular, has had on the history of Canada 
over the past three centuries.   The inaugural Dr. Charles A. Sankey Lecture at Brock 
University on Saturday, April 17, 2010, marked the success of an initiative begun in 2006 
when Heritage Lodge No. 730 donated a substantial sum to the preservation and 
maintenance of the vast collection of Masonic books and papers on deposit in the James 
Gibson Library and donated by R.W. Bro. Charles Sankey, R.W. Bro. Lawrence Runnalls, 
and others.  M.W. Bro. Raymond Daniels believed that “if we could establish credibility 
in the academic community as a legitimate subject for research and study, it would do 
much to restore Freemasonry to the place of respect it deserves and which it once 
enjoyed.” To achieve this end, he appointed an Ad Hoc Committee that worked in 
partnership with the Department of History at Brock University to establish an 
agreement to work together to move toward a three-phase project: (1) Annual Lecture 
Series, (2) International Conference, and (3) Chair in Masonic Studies.  The first two goals 
have been achieved.   

A second volume of a history of our Grand Lodge was completed and released 
during the term of Grand Master Daniels.  “Whence Come We? Volume II” was 
prepared by the Grand Historian, V.W. Bro. Michael Jenkyns.   

A further initiative of the Grand Lodge to encourage and sustain excellence in the 
Constituent Lodges was The Cornerstone Project.  It was introduced to fifteen Districts 
at the beginning of the Masonic year in 2009 by the Lodge Resources Committee. In its 
first year of test marketing it proved very successful, and many lodges earned the 
designation "Cornerstone Lodge."  This programme continues. 

Grand Master Daniels was concerned about the condition of lodge halls and 
buildings in Ontario.  He emphasized “The public perception of Freemasonry is 
influenced by the appearance of our lodge buildings.  Those responsible for the 
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maintenance of the building and the appearance of its grounds play an important role 
in creating a positive image.  Long range planning, the election or appointment of 
directors able and willing to establish, administer and ensure the financial stability of 
the corporate structure, with foresight to guarantee the long-term viability of the 
building are practical necessities that are neglected at risk.”  

The Grand Master is the final arbiter of Masonic jurisprudence in his jurisdiction.  
With respect to the Ritual he was emphatic in declaring “We will neither countenance 
nor tolerate those few lodges that, pleading historical precedent, long usage, or any 
other reason, introduce innovations or deviate from the authorized Rites and 
Ceremonies of this Grand Lodge. Error perpetuated is still error. … Our Ritual is our most 
treasured possession, the vehicle through which we transmit the essence of Ancient 
Freemasonry from generation to generation of initiates.  … Study it, learn it, internalize 
it, interpret it, and, above all, live it - but do not, do NOT I repeat, tamper with it.” 

Irregularities in the electoral procedure in one lodge made it necessary that Grand 
Master Daniels, with the Grand Wardens, preside over a meeting to endeavour to 
restore peace, harmony, and unity in the lodge.  Grand Master Daniels then conducted 
a new election in the lodge.  In another instance, even after efforts by several Grand 
Lodge Officers to overcome disagreements and restore order, Grand Master Daniels 
attended the lodge and arrested the Warrant.   

M.W. Bro. Raymond S.J. Daniels concluded his Address to the Grand Lodge 
Communication with  his perspective on the future of our Order.  He asserted “I 
passionately believe that we are on the threshold of even greater opportunities.  May 
the Great Architect, the Giver of every good gift, prosper the work done in His Name 
and to His Glory, and give us divine guidance and spiritual insight to chart the proper 
course ahead that will realize our potential and conform to the will of the Most High as 
we strive to serve humanity in the Cause of Good.” 

“This ancient and honourable institution is more than a social club, important as 
sociability is; it is more than a philanthropic society, important as benevolence and 
charity are.  Freemasonry is an initiatory order engaged in the business of transforming 
men's lives - providing each one of us, ‘A lamp to guide my feet and a light on my path.'  
I am convinced that the study of the profound meaning of Freemasonry leading to a 
deeper understanding of what it means to be a Freemason is the key to our future.  It 
has been my endeavour to interpret and implement the Vision Statement of this Grand 
Lodge in these terms – ‘To ensure the timeless vitality of Freemasonry in Ontario.’” 

As Past Grand Master 

M.W. Bro. Daniels was afflicted with diabetes and in his later years endured the 
amputation of a foot due to complications of diabetes. 
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M.W. Bro. John C. Green announced the death of Past Grand Master Daniels.  He 
eulogised M.W. Bro. Daniels by sharing “He may be gone from us physically but his 
legacy will continue to be felt for years to come.” 

The combined efforts of R.W. Bro. Wayne Elgie and R.W. Bro. Devin L.E. Tunistra, 
with contributions by many others, culminated in the publication “The Collected Works 
of M.W. Bro. Raymond S.J. Daniels” in 2016.  The book contains over 300 pages of the 
short, and long, published writings of M.W. Bro. Daniels.   

The M.W. Bro. Raymond S.J. Daniels book collection was donated to the Grand 
Lodge Library. 
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