Ontario Masons

Allan John Petrisor D.D.S.

Grand Master (2007 -2009) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons
of Canada in the Province of Ontario

Photo from the Grand Lodge

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern.

Dr. Allan John Petrisor was born in Hamilton on February 2, 1944, and was a raised
on a farm in the agricultural village of Orkney (west of Hamilton). He attended Dundas
District High School. As a young man he was aware that there were two Masonic lodges
nearby, he even passed by one Masonic Hall each day on his way to high school. He
knew that some neighbours attended one of the Masonic lodges, and he recognized
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them as upstanding and good men of the community. Even though this started him
thinking about Freemasonry, he didn't act on that interest until later in life.

Dr. Petrisor graduated from the University of Toronto in 1967 with a Doctor of
Dental Surgery degree. He served one year in Sioux Lookout with the Red Cross Youth
Dental Coach, then in 1968 opened his dental practice in Woodstock.

He is active in many areas outside the craft. He maintains membership in Local,
Provincial and National Dental Associations and has served as President of the Oxford
County Dental Society. He is a Life Member of the Ontario Dental Association.

Dr. Petrisor is a member of the Lions Club of Woodstock serving as the club
President for 1975. He is the recipient of the Melvin Jones Fellow award from Lions Club
International Foundation for Humanitarian Service. He received the Wes McGill award
for meritorious service from the United Way of Oxford County and served for 12 years
a director of the Woodstock Hospital Foundation Board. For over thirty years he was a
member of the Woodstock Choralaires, a mixed choral singing group, and participated
in several of their overseas singing tours.

He is married to Mary, and they live outside Woodstock. They have a cottage near
Huntsville. They have five adult children and eight grandchildren. Two of his sons
followed in his footsteps to become Masons. Both he and his wife were members of
Chalmers United Church, Woodstock.

Masonic Career

M.W. Bro. Petrisor’s interest in Freemasonry was such that when the owner of a
dental laboratory supply company visited and chatted with him about Freemasonry,
M.W. Bro. Petrisor decided to put his thoughts into actions and completed an
application for Initiation. M.W. Bro. Petrisor was Initiated into Mercer Wilson Lodge
No. 678, Woodstock on November 25, 1970. He describes his early Masonic education
as being in a time when instruction was mouth-to-ear. His sponsors and mentors in
the lodge visited him frequently to help him learn the ritual. He learnt well and served
as Worshipful Master in 1979. M.W. Bro. Petrisor notes that M.W. Bro. Robert
McKibbon and M.W. Bro. Gary Atkinson were the Worshipful Masters in their
respective lodges this same year. He is a Life Member of Mercer Wilson Lodge No.
678.

Sometime in 1987 or 1988 M.W. Bro. William Pellow visited Mercer Wilson Lodge
No. 678 and M.W. Bro. Petrisor explains he was in awe of the Grand Master, a fellow
dentist. M.\W. Bro. Petrisor wondered how the Grand Master could find the time to be
a practicing dentist as well as the head of our Craft.
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W. Bro. Bill Thompson, a close friend and mentor who had been initiated the same
month as M.\W. Bro. Petrisor, quietly recommended that M.\W. Bro. Petrisor run for the
office of DDGM. He did so, with some reluctance, and was elected as DDGM of
Wilson North District for the term of 1995 - 1996, under Grand Master M.W. Bro.
Durward Greenwood. When his term as DDGM ended, then-Deputy Grand Master
R.W. Bro. William Anderson appointed him to a Grand Lodge Committee. A year later
M.W. Bro. William Anderson appointed him to the Board of General Purposes and
encouraged him to run for further office. M.\W. Bro. Petrisor put his name forward
and was elected to the Board of General Purposes in 1999, 2001 and 2003. He has
served on several committees of the Board: Management, Masonic Holdings,
Membership and Public Relations. Following this he was elected as Deputy Grand
Master in July 2005. Looking back on this record M.\W. Bro. Petrisor explains that he
always needed a push from someone who could say now is the time and you are
ready’.

He was elected and installed in July 2007 to become the 73rd Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario.

M.W. Bro. Petrisor was the Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of Japan until
2009 when he gave it up to be appointed as Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge
of Ohio following the death of the previous representative, M.W. Bro. Durward
Greenwood.

In 2021 M.W. Bro. Shand attended Mercer Wilson Lodge No. 678 to present M.W.
Bro. Petrisor with a pin for 50 years of service as a Mason, and the Veteran Jubilee
Medal. The ceremony was delayed from November 2020 due to the restrictions on
meetings during the COVID-19 pandemic. This event was significant because the
Veteran Jubilee Medal was re-instituted in our jurisdiction by M.W. Bro. Shand during
his term as Grand Master (2001 - 2003)

M.W. Bro. Petrisor is also a member of Millennium Lodge U.D., and The Heritage
Lodge No. 730. He holds Honorary Lodge memberships including: Brant Lodge No. 45,
Brantford, Oxford Lodge No. 76, Woodstock, Manito Lodge No. 90, Collingwood,
Corinthian Lodge No. 96, Barrie, St. Alban's Lodge No. 200, Mount Forest, Oakbranch
Lodge No. 261, Innerkip, Mystic Tie No. 279, Cambridge, Penewobikong Lodge No. 487,
Blind River, University Lodge No. 496, Toronto, Trillium Lodge No. 575, Toronto,
Caledonia Lodge 637, Toronto, London Daylight Lodge No. 735, London (now gone
dark), and Templum Fidelis Lodge No. 746, Bath.

Beyond our Grand jurisdiction he is a Charter Member of University Lodge No. 34
(now dark), Grand Lodge of Newfoundland and Labrador. And the brethren of
Friendly Lodge No. 383 EC (Montego Bay, Jamaica) conferred honourary membership
on M.W. Bro. Petrisor when he visited.
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In 1982 M.W. Bro. Petrisor was accepted as a member of Oxford Chapter 18,
Woodstock, and served as First Principal in 1990. After an amalgamation to form
Oxford-Harris Chapter 18, Ingersoll, he again served as First Principal for three years
from 2016 - 2019. He is a member of St. ElImo Preceptory, Stratford. Since his time as
Grand Master he joined the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Ontario
(Conestogo Council No. 17 Cryptic Rite), Sir William York Rite College No. 57 in
Hamilton, and was invited to join the Grand Imperial Conclave of Canada (Conestogo
No. 12), in Waterloo.

After his term as Grand Master, the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons
appointed M.\W. Bro. Petrisor as Grand Senior Sojourner.

In 1974, M.W. Bro. Petrisor became a member of the Woodstock Valley Lodge of
Perfection, Centennial Chapter of Rose Croix and Moore Sovereign Consistory. He
served as Most Wise Sovereign in 1990. He was coroneted as an Honorary Inspector
General, 33°, in September 2000 in Winnipeg.

M.W. Bro. Petrisor was inducted into the Royal Order of Scotland in October 2005.
He served as the Provincial Grand Master from 2017 through 2022.

He is a Life Member of Mocha Temple Shrine Club, London and a member of the
Woodstock Shrine Club.

As Grand Master

One of the most popular and visible public programs for Ontario Masons is
MASONICh.I.P. which was instituted in our jurisdiction by M.W. Bro. Petrisor. He
brought the program to Ontario and supported it after attending sessions at the North
American Grand Masters Conference. This child identification program has received
wide acceptance throughout North America. In Ontario it is now an established
charity and receives ongoing support from Masons across the province.

Prostate Cancer Research was selected as M.\W. Bro. Petrisor’s charity for his term
as Grand Master. Through his term over $300,000 was raised and presented to
Prostate Cancer Canada. This surpassed expectations. M.W. Bro. Petrisor continues to
stress the importance of early detection of prostate cancer through screening and
examinations. Grand Masters who succeeded M.W. Bro. Petrisor also supported
Prostate Cancer Research and over $1 million has been raised.

There were no significant jurisprudence rulings during his term as Grand Master.

He did permit Masons to wear their aprons at Youth meetings such as for DeMolay
and International Order of the Rainbow, and Job's Daughters International. The
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Constitution was subsequently amended in 2022 to make this permission permanent.
During a Grand Lodge Communication, M.W. Bro. Petrisor attended a meeting of
DeMolay and was surprised to find that the ceremony included granting him
honourary membership in the order. He continued to support DeMolay and later was
accorded the white collar as a member of the Legion of Honour.

As Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Petrisor officiated at two notable cornerstone-laying
ceremonies. After many years of planning, a Masonic Lodge was added to Upper
Canada Village in Morrisburg. On Saturday June 21, 2008, a parade at Upper Canada
Village was led by the South Glengarry Pipes and Drums. Participants included
dignitaries from several jurisdictions and concordant orders. The proper “Ceremony
of Laying a Cornerstone” was performed before a crowd of over 1000.

Then on November 26, 2008, M.W. Bro. Petrisor officiated at a symbolic
cornerstone-laying ceremony at 888 Yonge Street, Toronto. This used to be the home
of Masonry in Toronto from 1917 to 1994, and now was owned by CTV. The President
of CTV explained their desire to preserve the Masonic heritage of the building and
welcomed the ceremony as they made use of the building as a broadcast centre. The
building has changed ownership since then.

On one of his travels as Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Petrisor found himself in Boston,
getting into a taxicab while wearing the formal attire of a morning suit. That prompted
a question from the driver, and then a good-natured conversation. The driver
explained he was Hindu by faith. Before the conversation ended M.W. Bro. Petrisor
had shared a pamphlet about Freemasonry.

When M.W. Bro. Petrisor was a member of the Public Relations Committee of the
Board of General Purposes he approached the Ontario government to launch a
Masonic graphic on vehicle licence plates. This request was denied over many years
and repeated requests. In the last few weeks of his term as Grand Master, the Grand
Secretary called to share that the Ontario government had called to say that if we still
wanted the Masonic graphic licence plate that Grand Lodge needed to submit certain
fees right away. The fees were paid, and Masons across Ontario can order a
personalized licence plate with the Masonic logo.

Several programs to support lodges were available from Grand Lodge and had
been loosely organized under the Membership Committee of the Board of General
Purposes. M.W. Bro. Petrisor struck a Lodge Resources Committee to bring together
the Friend-to-Friend program, Brother-to-Brother program, Officer Progression, and
Protocol and Etiquette. These programs show lodges how to attract new members,
keep them, train them, and engage older members to make a difference and show
their pride in Masonry.
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A portrait of M\W. Bro. Allan J. Petrisor was commissioned by R W. Bro. Ron
Findlater and the brethren of Mercer Wilson Lodge No. 678 and is displayed at the
Woodstock Masonic Centre. An enlarged copy of the official photograph of Grand
Master Petrisor is displayed in the banquet hall of the Woodstock Masonic Centre.

M.W. Bro. Petrisor is often asked "how does Masonry take good men and make
them better?”. Now he replies that Masons are men who do not want to violate their
oath and obligation. Nor do they let others down. Masons want to fraternize with
like-minded men. They are active, and productive in what they do. M.W. Bro. Petrisor
points to The Charges of a Freemason’ section of the Book of Constitution; calling it a
guide for Masonic conduct and being a better man.

What do we mean by a better man? M.W. Bro. Petrisor counts five ways Masonry
makes a difference in a man. Masonry teaches that each person has an obligation to
‘Make a difference for good'.

First, in your own life. Masons follow the principles of Brotherly Love, Relief and
Truth and practice those virtues which make a good man better such as: honesty in
business, courtesy in society, dependability, fairness in work, concern for the less
fortunate, respect for one another, acting charitably, being prudent and using sound
judgement.

Second, in the lives of others. Masons should have due consideration and regard
for others. As Masons we have an opportunity to truly make a difference. We can do
so by observing the well-known principles of Freemasonry: Brotherly Love, Relief and
Truth becoming better husbands, better men, and better masons. If you live your life
as a Mason should, then you will make a difference in the lives of others.

Third, in your lodge. Practice tolerance and show equality with a natural kindness
and a bond of fraternal love with all those who have shared the same experiences,

Fourth, in your community. Be helpful, practicing those principles of charity and
forgiveness learned in the lodge, and just being a good neighbour, kind, considerate
and peaceful, conforming to lawful authorities. Get involved, get to know people,
become active in the community.

Fifth, in the world. “Serving makes the Difference”. Lao-tse, the sixth century
Chinese philosopher said: “A Leader is one who serves”. To make a difference we
must be willing to serve. Real service has a high value. If we contribute our time,
emotions, energy, and effort, we can have real impact on people and problems. When
we contribute to the well-being of others, our joy and fulfillment are immeasurable.
Any definition of a successful life must include serving others.
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Service has two main ingredients. They are the willingness and ability to serve
others and the type, kind and quality of service given. Service is an attitude not a
department. Everyone is responsible for the service ethic. If we want to make a
difference as a Mason, we have to ask ourselves, “How do I serve people?” “How do I
treat them?” because that's exactly how they will turn around and treat others. Anyone
who wants to make a difference has to recognize that everything we do is an example
to our brethren and those around us. Service is a most appealing example, one that
others will want to emulate.

The philosophy of history’s leaders who have had a positive effect on our world
has been one of service. It is invariably the servant-leaders who have advanced
mankind.

M. W. Bro. Petrisor concluded his address with the words: “Brethren, simply by
setting a good example we can ‘Make a Difference”.
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