Ontario Masons

Gary Laverne Atkinson

Grand Master (2005 - 2007) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted
Masons of Canada in the Province of Ontario
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Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern.

Gary Laverne Atkinson was born January 8, 1951, in Petrolia, Ontario, in the County
of Lambton. He was raised in the Village of Wyoming (now the Town of Plympton-
Wyoming) and graduated from Lambton Central Collegiate Vocational Institute in
Petrolia.

After starting his working career in the automotive industry, he ventured to
Sarnia's Chemical Valley, where he gained employment working for Imperial Oil for a
period of two years.

In 1972, he joined Shell Canada, at the Refinery in Corunna, Ontario. Throughout

his career at Shell Canada, he progressed to the position of Senior Operator, and served
as the site's Chairman of the Safety Promotions Team for a period of twenty years. Gary
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Atkinson retired from the Sarnia Manufacturing Centre in June 2005, after thirty-three
years service.

In 1978, Gary Atkinson married Sandy Bentley from St. Thomas, and they have two
grown sons: Greg, a Heavy Equipment Operator and working Foreman for the town of
Plympton-Wyoming, and Drew, a Horticultural Technologist by trade, currently
working as the Special Projects Manager for a commercial business.

Gary Atkinson is a member of the Wyoming United Church. He has a long history
of active involvement and leadership in many community activities. He is a Past
President and Director of the Plympton & Wyoming Agricultural Society. He served as
a Director for St. Francis Advocates which offers services and a residence for autistic
adults. The Wyoming Minor Baseball Association valued his leadership and awarded
him the Coach of the Year in 2000.

In 2012 the Blue Water Bridge Authority appointed Gary Atkinson to the Board of
the Authority. He was actively involved in the creation of the Federal Bridge
Corporation that now has responsibility for three international bridges.

In February of 2003, Gary Atkinson was honoured with the Queen's Golden Jubilee
Medal for his contribution to his community and Freemasonry.

Gary Atkinson became involved in civic government as a member of the
Committee of Adjustment for the Town of Plympton-Wyoming, serving this committee
for over 30 years. His active engagement in the community was recognized when he
was elected to Council in 2018 and then in the municipal election of 2022 when Gary
Atkinson was elected Mayor of the Town of Plympton-Wyoming.

His hobbies include motorcycling, Quarter Horses, gardening, and classic cars.
Masonic Career

M.W. Bro. Atkinson was initiated into our Fraternity on November 9, 1972, at Burns'
Lodge No. 153 in Wyoming ON. His grandfather, W. Bro. Lewis King, was a sponsor and
pleased to see the future Grand Master set out on the right path. M.W. Bro. Atkinson
served as the Worshipful Master in 1979 and was the Lodge Secretary for 15 years. In
2001, he was named Secretary Emeritus. The Brethren of Burn's Lodge No. 153 have
named him an Honourary Life Member.

In 1986, M.W. Bro. Atkinson was elected District Deputy Grand Master of the Sarnia
District.
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A member of the Board of General Purposes starting in 1989, he served our Grand
Lodge as a member of various committees including: Benevolence, Masonic Education,
Condition of Masonry, Long Range Planning, Blood Donors, and Communications,
chairing the last two committees. In 1999, he was elected to serve on the Management
Committee. From 1994 to 1999, he served as a Director of the Masonic Foundation of
Ontario. In July 2003, he was elected Deputy Grand Master. He was Installed as Grand
Master on July 23, 2005.

His support for amity with other jurisdictions is evident in his appointments as the
Grand Representative of our Grand Lodge to the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, and to
the Grand Lodge of Ireland.

The Grand Lodge of Saskatchewan named M.W. Bro. Atkinson an Honourary Past
Grand Master. He received this honour personally when he visited M.W. Bro. Stuart
MaclLachlan to present him a long-service pin to recognize 50 years of membership.
M.W. Bro. MacLachlan entered our Fraternity at Alexandra Lodge No. 158 G.R.C. in Oil
Springs, ON. Work commitments took then-Bro. MacLachlan to Saskatchewan where
his devotion to the Craft culminated in his rank as a Past Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Saskatchewan.

M.W. Bro. Atkinson is a member of both the York and Scottish Rite concordant
bodies. He also joined Mocha Temple in London and to this day he continues to support
the activities of the Shrine.

In September 2005, he was coroneted a 33° Mason in Toronto, Ontario.
He is a member of the Royal Order of Scotland.

In 2007 he was awarded the Order of the Purple Cross in York Rite Masonry in
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

He is an Honorary Member of: Ancient St. John's No. 3, Kingston; St. John's No. 20,
London; Victoria No. 56, Sarnia; Acacia No. 61, Hamilton; Kilwinning No. 64, London;
Corinthian No. 96, Barrie; Lebanon Forest No.133, Exeter; Burns' No. 153, Wyoming;
Alexandra-Inwood No. 158, Oil Springs; Wentworth No. 166, Stoney Creek; Havelock No.
238, Watford; Oak Branch No. 261, Innerkip; Cedar No. 270, Oshawa; Seymour No. 277,
St. Catharines; Lorne No. 282, Glencoe; Moore No. 294, Sarnia; Victoria No. 299,
Napanee; Mount Olivet No. 300, Thorndale; Ionic No. 328, Napier; King Solomon's No.
378, London; Huron No. 392, Wyoming; Leopold No. 397, Brigden (now dark); Liberty
No. 419, Sarnia; Burns No. 436, Hepworth; Tuscan No. 437, Sarnia (now amalgamated
with Victoria Lodge No. 56); King Edward No. 488, Harrow (now dark); St. Paul No. 601
(now amalgamated with Liberty Lodge No. 419), Sarnia; Caledonia No. 637, Scarborough;
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The Heritage Lodge No. 730; and a Charter Member (now honorary member) of New
Light No. 744, in Waterloo District (now dark).

Freemasonry is a family tradition. M.\W. Bro. Atkinson’s grandfather was W. Bro.
Lewis King, who died during M.\W. Bro. Atkinson’s term as Worshipful Master. His
father, Bro. Norman “Pete” Atkinson (1923 - 2018) decided to join Freemasonry when
M.W. Bro. Gary Atkinson was the Junior Deacon at Burns' Lodge. M.W. Bro. Atkinson
was able to conduct his father through the degrees in such a way that his father became
a life-long member of Burns’ Lodge No. 153. Both of M\W. Bro. Atkinson’s sons (Bro.
Greg and W. Bro. Drew) are members of Burns' Lodge No. 153. W. Bro. Drew Atkinson
was the Worshipful Master for Burns’ Lodge’s 150t year in 2011.

Bro. Greg Atkinson and W. Bro. Drew Atkinson were present at the regular meeting
of Burns' Lodge No. 153 for December 2022 when M.W. Bro. Gary Atkinson was
presented with his long-service pin for 50 years a Mason.

As Grand Master

M.W. Bro. Gary L Atkinson was the 72nd Grand Master of the Grand Lodge AF. &
AM. of Canada in the Province of Ontario.

The path to become the Grand Master was neither obvious, nor an early
expectation of M.\W. Bro. Atkinson. As he developed and applied his leadership skills,
he accepted increasingly important roles on committees of Sarnia District and Grand
Lodge. His goal for each assignment was to work for the betterment of Masonry. He
was encouraged in his work by close friends in Sarnia District including R W. Bro.
Robert C. Wright and RW. Bro. Keith Hart. As he demonstrated his abilities on Grand
Lodge committees, he was mentored by Past Grand Masters including M.W. Bro.
Anderson, M.\W. Bro. McKibbon, and M.W. Bro. Bradley. It was their counsel that sealed
his determination to serve our Fraternity as Grand Master.

M.W. Bro. Mumby offered this blessing when M.W. Bro. Atkinson was Installed as
Grand Master: “May you have the wisdom of Solomon, the patience of Job and the
compassion and understanding of Mother Teresa as you embark upon your new role.”
That blessing was appreciated throughout M.W. Bro. Atkinson's term. Almost
immediately after his Installation, M.W. Bro. Atkinson arranged for a meeting with the
Grand Master of the M\W. Prince Hall Grand Lodge in the Province of Ontario and
Jurisdiction. Although amity and recognition and the right of visitation had been
achieved during the term of M.\W. Bro. Mumby, some obstacles arose and demanded
urgent attention. M.W. Bro. Atkinson met with M.W. Bro. Clive Barnes of the M.\W.
Prince Hall Grand Lodge to resolve issues of communication across their respective
jurisdictions. Within a week the obstacles were addressed to the satisfaction of all
parties.
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During his term as Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Atkinson oversaw the re-alignment of
the Toronto Districts. Though this effort received the full attention and sage advice of
Past Grand Masters, the changes were difficult for some to accept.

There was one cornerstone ceremony in his first year and 2 in his second year.

M.W. Bro. Atkinson awarded 2 William Mercer Wilson medals in his first year and
3 in his second year as Grand Master. He also granted 2 Meritorious Service Medals in
his first year and 2 more in his second year. It is M.W. Bro. Atkinson’s firm opinion that
the Meritorious Service Medal is the right recognition to give to the Masons who are the
leaders, the exemplars, and the ones who are there to help with the set-up and the
clean-up. There were many long service pins granted including 7 who were recognized
with 75 years of service to Masonry.

In 2005 our Grand Lodge held several especial communications around the
province. The historical play “Now and Then” was presented. Grand Master Atkinson
had the role of being the First Grand Master in the play.

At the North American Conference of Grand Masters held in Calgary in 2005, M.\W.
Bro. Atkinson delivered a paper on the topic of Leadership Development. This was
consistent with the launch of a Leadership Development Committee in our Grand
Lodge. He also attended the 8th World Conference of Masonic Grand Lodges held in
Paris in 2006. This conference was notable in that M\W. Bro. Atkinson was the
representative of all Canadian Grand Lodges. The organizers of the conference
arranged for a memorial service to be held under the Arc de Triomphe, with a parade
down the Champs-Elysées. M.W. Bro. Atkinson describes these moments as being truly
humbling; wearing his regalia, carrying a Canadian flag, and participating with hundreds
of other Masons in a memorial service with a chill November breeze in France fully
aware that not far away were the cemeteries of the war dead.

M.W. Bro. Atkinson received the chain of office of the Grand Master knowing that
he would not be in the office forever, just for a two-year term. He started his term with
a list of things to do, knowing not everything could be achieved. For example, even with
diligent effort by a dedicated team to develop and deliver a MASONICh.LP. organization
for Ontario, he realized that there were some procedural details to be confirmed and
tested before the program could be launched with an assurance of success. Instead of
pushing to have MASONICh.LP. launch during his term, M.W. Bro. Atkinson insisted that
the program be demonstrated to work well and deferred the launch until everything
was ready. The successful launch in Ontario for MASONICh.I.P happened after M.W.
Bro. Atkinson’s term as Grand Master; during the term of M.\W. Bro. Alan J. Petrisor.
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As a Past Grand Master M.\W. Bro. Atkinson is constantly active in supporting our
fraternity. He participated in the Installation of M.W. Bro. Peter J. Dunlop (Past Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Alberta) as he became Worshipful Master of St. Clair
Lodge No. 425 in Sarnia District. M.W. Bro. Allan J. Petrisor also participated. At one
point in the ceremony the brethren present saw the chairs of the Worshipful Master,
the Senior Warden, and the Junior Warden, being occupied by Past Grand Masters.

The official portrait of M.\W. Bro. Gary L. Atkinson was done by W. Bro. Wayne
Windjack. In addition to the proper display at the Grand Lodge Office in Hamilton,
copies are displayed at Burns’ Lodge No. 153, and Masonic buildings in Sarnia, Kingston
and several other Lodges with close ties to M.W. Bro. Atkinson.

M.W. Bro. Atkinson often closes his remarks at meetings with the reminder: “Treat
others with respect even when they don't deserve it. Thatisn't a reflection of them, but
of you”.

Sources:
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Architect’ December 2012

(2) Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F.& A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario: 2005,
2006, 2007

(3) News release from the Federal Bridge Corporation; November 28, 2012

(4) Personal Communication; 2023

(5) McLeod, W., and Jenkyns, M. Whence Come We? Volume I1(2010), Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of
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