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Donald Herbert Mumby 

Grand Master (2003 – 2005) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted 
Masons of Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 

 

Photo from the Grand Lodge 

(1939- 2022) 

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern. 

Donald Herbert Mumby was born November 17, 1939, in Lethbridge, Alberta, to 
parents who were both educators. He was raised in Crossfield, Alberta, where he 
received his primary, elementary, and high school education. 



 
 

February 2025 Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario P a g e  | 2 

Donald H. Mumby enlisted in the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in Calgary, 
Alberta on April 28, 1958, and served for thirty-five continuous years, retiring in May 
1993 with the rank of Chief Superintendent.  During his career he was seconded to the 
Department of External Affairs for a three-year period.  On return to the RCMP he was 
a delegate to the NATO Security Working Group in Brussels, Belgium for two years and 
was later responsible for overseeing RCMP Foreign Liaison activity in all countries 
abroad.  He was Officer in Charge of the group which developed and maintained all 
communications and satellite services and programs used by the RCMP across Canada.  
He is the recipient of the RCMP Long Service and Good Conduct Medal with Gold Clasp 
and Stars, and the Canada 125 Medal which was awarded for community service and 
volunteer activity.  He was a member of the Ottawa Division of the R.C.M.P. Veterans 
Association. 

Donald H. Mumby graduated from Carleton University with a BA in Political Science 
(with Distinction).  He continued his education at the National Defence College in 
Kingston, and the Canadian Police College Executive Development in Ottawa. 

Donald H. Mumby and his family are members of the Orleans United Church.  He 
was a volunteer with the United Way of Ottawa-Carleton, the Canadian Cancer Society, 
the Kidney Foundation, the Victims Services Unit of the Ontario Provincial Police and 
Ottawa-Carleton Regional Police.  He is a long-time volunteer with the Queenswood 
Public School in Orleans. 

He married Marion Anderson on December 29, 1962.  She was a schoolteacher from 
Powassan, Ontario.  They have two children: Ruth Ann Sullivan, a Certified Management 
Accountant, and Dale, a Police Officer with the Peel Regional Police Force.   

M.W. Bro. Donald H. Mumby died on April 18, 2022, in Ottawa.  A Celebration of Life 
was held at the Beechwood Cemetery.  He was interred with full honours by an RCMP 
Honour Guard in the RCMP National Cemetery at Beechwood Cemetery.  The 
monument marking his grave is engraved with a Masonic Square and Compasses 
symbol, as well as the arms of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 

A large portrait of M.W. Bro. Donald Herbert Mumby in the regalia of the Grand 
Master is proudly displayed in the Fraternal Hall of the Ottawa Masonic Centre. 

Masonic Career 

Mr. Donald Herbert Mumby was initiated February 4, 1975, passed May 4, 1975, and 
raised October 21, 1975, in Dalhousie Lodge No. 52, Ottawa, where he served as 
Worshipful Master in 1984.  On April 23, 2019, the lights were extinguished for Dalhousie 
Lodge No. 52 in the presence of the Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Paul E. Todd, and the 
Warrant surrendered to Grand Lodge. 
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M.W. Bro. Donald H. Mumby was a Charter Member of Luxor Daylight Lodge No. 
741, Ottawa, and twice served as Worshipful Master (1994 - 1995, and 2000 - 2001).   

It is an indication of the extent of the travels of M.W. Bro. Donald H. Mumby, and 
the high esteem in which he was held, to record that he was an Honorary Life Member 
of the following Masonic lodges: St. John’s 21A, Vankleek Hill, Mount Zion Lodge No. 39, 
Brooklin, Merrickville Lodge No. 55 Merrickville, St. John’s Lodge No. 63, Carleton Place, 
St. James No. 74, Brockville, Rising Sun Lodge No. 85 Athens, Wilson Lodge No. 113, 
Waterford, Maple Leaf Lodge 119, Bath, Renfrew Lodge No. 122, Renfrew, Pembroke 
Lodge No. 128, Pembroke, Goodwood Lodge No. 159, Richmond, Lancaster Lodge No. 
207, Lancaster, Kerr Lodge No. 230, Barrie, Minden Lodge No. 253 Kingston, Chaudiere 
Lodge No. 264, Ottawa, Paterson Grey Lodge No. 265 Toronto, Wellington Lodge No. 271 
Erin, Humber Lodge No. 305, Toronto, Salem Lodge No. 368, Brockville, Bonnechere 
Lodge No. 433, Eganville, Powassan Lodge No. 443, Powassan, Doric Lodge 455, Little 
Current, Carleton Lodge No. 465, Carp, The Beaches No. 473, Toronto, Algonquin Lodge 
No. 536, Sudbury, Nation 556, Spencerville, Acacia Lodge No. 561, Ottawa, Ashlar Lodge 
No. 564, Ottawa, Trillium Lodge No. 575 Toronto, Adanac Lodge 614, St. Catharines, The 
Ancient Landmarks No. 654 Hamilton, Astra Lodge No. 682, Toronto, Oakridge Lodge 
No. 708, London, Bytown Lodge No. 721, Ottawa, Edinburgh Lodge No.736, Ottawa, and 
he was a charter member of Millennium Lodge No. 743 which was formed in July 2000, 
New Light Lodge No. 744, Waterloo, Brock Daylight Lodge No. 745, St. Catharines, as well 
as being a Charter Member and Charter Senior Warden of Templum Fidelis Lodge No. 
746, Bath.  

In the United States he was a member of Acacia-Ogdensburg Lodge No. 128, 
Ogdensburg New York, and Honorary Life Member of the New Hampshire Police 
Square Club.  

Bro. Mumby was appointed Grand Steward in 1987, by M.W. Bro. A. Lou Copeland.  
M.W. Bro. Copeland reported that “on September 27,1986, Toronto, W. Bro. D. H. 
Mumby headed an R.C.M.P. Degree Team sponsored by Dalhousie Lodge No. 52 of 
Ottawa 2 District. A stirring exemplification of the sublime degree of a Master Mason 
was enacted to a capacity gathering.  The degree team has been in operation for over 
50 years, and have developed a reputation for excellence and precision, with which 
they perform the ritual. The members of the team give freely of their time and at their 
own expense.  They perform an average of 12 to 15 times a year throughout Ontario and 
in the United States.  In order to recognize this outstanding contribution to both our 
Grand Lodge and to Freemasonry, I was pleased to appoint W Bro. Mumby as a Grand 
Steward on this occasion.”    

The Brethren of Ottawa District 2 elected him as District Deputy Grand Master in 
1989.   
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Past-DDGM Mumby was appointed to the Board of General Purposes in 1993, and 
elected to the Board for several terms.  While on the Board he served on the Masonic 
Education, Condition of Masonry, Communications, Blood Donors, Friend to Friend and 
Mentorship Committees, as well as the Management Committee.  

He was appointed as Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of the State of Rhode 
Island and the Providence Plantations near our Grand Lodge.  In 2018 he was appointed 
the Grand Representative to the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

M.W. Bro. Mumby was elected the Deputy Grand Master in July 2001 to serve for 
two years.  In July 2003 M.W. Bro. Donald Herbert Mumby was elected as Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free, and Accepted Masons in Canada for a two-year 
term.   

In other Masonic bodies he was a member and Honorary Past First Principal of 
Carleton Chapter No. 16, Ottawa and a member of Ottawa Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons.  He was a member of St. Justin’s Conclave of the Red Cross of Constantine, 
Ottawa.   He served as the Most Excellent Sovereign in 2016. 

In Scottish Rite M.W. Bro. Mumby was a member of Ottawa Lodge of Perfection, 
Murray Chapter of Rose Croix, and Ottawa Consistory, of which he was a Past 
Commander in Chief.  He received his 33° in September 2002 in St. John’s, NB. 

He was a member of Tunis Temple, Ottawa and Honorary Member of Rameses 
Temple, Toronto, Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 

M.W. Bro. Mumby was a member of the Royal Order of Scotland. 

As Grand Master 

The 71st Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario had 
the sad duty to announce the passing of two Past Grand Masters.  M.W. Bro. Robert 
James McKibbon was the Grand Master for the years 1999 – 2001, then served as the 
Grand Secretary for 23 years.  He was eulogized with “M.W. Bro. McKibbon will be 
remembered for his enthusiasm, his joie de vivre and his great contribution to 
Freemasonry within this jurisdiction.”  M.W. Bro. Howard Olin Polk was Grand Master 
for the years 1981 – 1983.  M.W. Bro. Mumby informed the brethren that “M.W. Bro. Polk's 
quiet and sincere dignity and service to Masonry ended with his death on October 19, 
2003. His steadying influence, common sense approach to life and the hand of 
friendship he offered to all will be sorely missed.” 

 M.W. Bro. Donald H. Mumby brought several years of discussions to a conclusion 
when he announced that: “full right of reciprocal visitation with Prince Hall Free and 
Accepted Masons within this jurisdiction is authorized. This move has been fully 
endorsed by the Grand Master of Prince Hall Free and Accepted Masons in the Province 
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of Ontario and jurisdictions.”  Several details needed to be completed, including an 
amendment to the Constitution to recognize concurrent Masonic jurisdiction, but the 
barriers between the two Grand Lodges were taken down. 

In his annual Addresses, M.W. Bro. Mumby devoted time to acknowledge the work 
done to create and share additional resources for membership growth and Masonic 
education.  He listed several documents and committees including Brother to Brother, 
Friend-to-Friend, Mentoring, Officer Progression, and The DDGM Orientation 
Programme.  After sharing anecdotes of the success of these resources he commented 
“This just confirms the fact that ‘if you use it you will benefit.’”  One particular activity 
received additional comment from Grand Master Mumby.  “On May 15, 2004, fifteen (15) 
young, highly intelligent and articulate members of our Fraternity were brought 
together in order that we might gain their views and insights into the direction our 
Masonic Education programme should proceed. To say this was an unqualified success 
would be an understatement.”  This became the G-15 and Grand Master Mumby 
explained that their work “has resulted in our reconsidering and reconstructing the 
whole concept and approach we have taken towards Masonic Education.”    

Through his term as Grand Master, he emphasized “that the future for Freemasonry 
rests upon the QUALITY of the men we admit, not upon the quantity.  Everyone wants 
to be a part of a winning team and Freemasonry is no exception.  If we improve the 
quality of the organization by being careful to admit only men of honour and reputation, 
then others of a like mind will follow.” 

While Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Mumby was elected the Vice Chairman for the 
North American Conference of Grand Masters held in Calgary, in February 2005.  After 
the conference M.W. Bro. Mumby reported that “our jurisdiction is regarded highly and 
are considered one of the premier Grand Lodges by our counterparts.”  M.W. Bro. 
Mumby attended the VII World Conference of Grand Masters in Santiago, Chile.  Of that 
conference he noted: “One of the most important things I learned is how well off we 
are in this jurisdiction where we can openly and freely practice and enjoy Freemasonry 
without fear of reprisal. What a gift that is!” 

As Grand Master Mumby drew his Address to a close, he shared “At the 
commencement of this term of office, I quoted one of my favourite scriptural passages 
taken from Matthew 5:16 – ‘Let your light so shine before men that they may see your 
good works . . .’.   

He continued: “You, the Masons of Ontario, have done just that throughout this past 
year.  I note with pride your involvement in community activities, in charitable 
endeavors and within your places of worship.  You have not been afraid to stand up and 
be counted in those areas where it really matters.  By so doing you have shown the 
world that Freemasonry is a force for good within our communities. … The quiet but 
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meaningful morality presented within our ritual is a sure antidote to the baseness that 
abounds in all sectors of society today.” 

To conclude, M.W. Bro. Donald H. Mumby stated “But of greatest importance in my 
mind is that you have permitted the morality of Freemasonry to be a dominant force in 
your daily living. You have tried to live by the dictates of the Golden Rule and, in most 
instances, have practiced that greatest of all acts of charity, forgiveness. By so doing you 
may not have changed the world at large, but you have made a decided difference in 
the lives of those people you have come into daily contact with.” 

As Past Grand Master 

M.W. Bro. Mumby was presented with the rank of Honorary Past Grand Master of 
the Grand Lodge of Prince Hall Freemasons on August 9, 2008.   

M.W. Bro. Mumby accepted the role of Grand Custodian of the Work in our Grand 
Lodge.   

Ottawa District 1 hosts an annual lecture series named to honour M.W. Bro. Donald 
H. Mumby.  First paragraph 
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