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Robert James McKibbon 

Grand Master (1999 – 2001) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 

Photo from the Grand Lodge 

(1939 – 2003) 

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern. 

Robert James McKibbon was born in Windsor, Ontario, on April 30, 1939, the son 
of Alexander Robert Reid McKibbon (1905 – 1958) and Laurene McMaster Muir 
McKibbon (1908 – 1982). He received his primary and secondary education in local 
schools. 

He entered the trades as an electronic technologist and journeyman electrician.  He 
later had a career as a Professor in the Electrical/Electronics Department at Fanshawe 
College.  There is an anecdote from a student who is a Mason that indicates his teaching 
style at Fanshawe College.  At the beginning of the class, this short and serious Professor 
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strode to the front of the class, picked-up the chalk and slowly wrote the large letters 
S.O.B. on the chalkboard.  The Professor paused a moment as the students were quiet 
and gave him their full attention.  “This,” he announced, “is how you will remember me: 
Sweet Old Bob.”  

In 1961, Bob McKibbon married Marjorie Molson (1939 – 2005).  They had two 
children, Douglas, a practicing psychologist, and Heather, an elementary school teacher 
with the Toronto Board.  

The family were members of the Richards Memorial United Church where he 
served on various church committees and Boards.  He served as Director and Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees of the Argyle Manor Corporation, a non-profit seniors 
apartment attached to the Christian Education complex.  

M.W. Bro. Robert J. McKibbon unexpectedly died on September 4, 2003, in 
Windsor.  A Masonic Memorial Service was held at Richards Memorial United Church 
in London with hundreds of Masons from across the Province attending.   

He is interred at Forest Lawn Memorial Gardens in London.  The marker for his 
grave has the familiar Masonic square & compasses, plus the crest of United Church of 
Canada. 

Masonic Career 

Mr. Robert James McKibbon was initiated into King Soloman’s Lodge No. 378, 
London, in 1969.  He served as Worshipful Master for the 1979 – 1980 term.  He was a 
charter member of London Daylight Lodge No. 735, London, as it formed in 1982.  He 
was a charter member of Millennium Lodge, UD, which formed in 2000.  He was also 
an affiliated member of Centennial Lodge No. 684, London.  

The brethren of London West District elected him as DDGM for 1983 - 1984.   

R.W. Bro. McKibbon served on the Board of General Purposes from 1989 to 1996.  
He was elected as Deputy Grand Master in July 1997 and held the office for the 1997 - 
1999. 

He was elected as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the 
Province of Ontario in July 1999 and held the office for the 1999 - 2001 term.  

M.W. Bro. McKibbon was a member and honorary Past First Principal of St. John’s 
Chapter 3, London.  In 2001 he received a Grand Chapter appointment as Grand Senior 
Sojourner. 
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He was a member of London Lodge of Perfection and Rose Croix Chapter and 
Moore Sovereign Consistory, Hamilton. He was coroneted as an Honorary Inspector 
General 33° in 1984 in Edmonton. 

M.W. Bro. McKibbon was a member of Mocha Temple, London.  And he was a 
member of the Royal Order of Scotland. 

As Grand Master 

M.W. Bro. Robert James McKibbon started his term as our 69th Grand Master with 
exuberance.  He declared: “What a journey! What a magnificent, marvellous, Masonic 
Journey you have provided my brethren, and I am indebted to a multitude of brethren, 
from my sponsors and the deacon at the door of the lodge, who guided my first steps 
to the Altar of Freemasonry, to those who stand about me for the glorious path you have 
provided this Mason. When I became an entered apprentice, one of the phrases that 
endeared me to the Craft was "make yourself more extensively serviceable to society." 
Never in my wildest dreams did I ever expect the masonic journey to lead me to this 
position of Service. As your Grand Master, I thank you my brethren for the opportunity 
to serve our beloved Craft in this capacity, and the Great Architect of the Universe for 
His Favour, for I am truly blessed.” 

For many years the Shrine welcomed Masons who had achieved the 32° of the 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite or the Preceptory of The York Rite.  But a Shrine 
Temple in another province welcomed members who were Master Masons.  This led 
to dissension, and M.W. Bro. McKibbon acted to resolve the concerns.  He issued an 
edict on December 23, 1999, prohibiting Masons from joining the Shrine.  This led to a 
meeting on April 4, 2000, of Ontario Masonic Leaders.  Grand Master McKibbon had his 
authority over all Masonic activity in the jurisdiction re-affirmed when a statement was 
released.  The signed statement read: "The Grand Lodge A. F. & A. M. of Canada in the 
Province of Ontario, The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in Ontario, the Ontario 
Scottish Rite Bodies and the Ontario Shrine Temples are in Amity and of one accord. 
We recognize the independent nature and identities of each body, at the same time 
acknowledging we are a Masonic Family and we pledge our support for the 
strengthening of Masonic Family Ties for the benefit of our Fraternal Order." 

The issue was not fully resolved until July 3, 2000, when at the 126th Imperial 
Council Shrine Session, in Boston, the following motion was passed, that Section 323.3 
of Article 23 of the bylaws of the Iowa Corporation was amended to read: "A Temple 
may not accept a petition from a candidate unless he is in good standing as a Master 
Mason of a Lodge recognized and in amity with the Conference of Grand Masters of 
North America. Furthermore, a Temple may not add to or take from the qualifications 
for membership as fixed by these bylaws."  Grand Master McKibbon found that this 
motion restored “the equality of Shrine membership entrance qualifications for all 
Ontario Masons and therefore I repeal the edict dated December 23, 1999.” 
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Although he still had concerns about the decision of the Imperial Council of Shrine, 
Grand Master McKibbon was pleased that another result of the meetings of the Ontario 
Masonic Leaders was a collaboration on producing a pamphlet to explain the Masonic 
Family relationship of Craft, Rites, and Shrine.   

The calendar noted the change of the millennium, and M.W. Bro. McKibbon 
oversaw several projects to mark the event.  The Masonic Foundation of Ontario 
undertook a fundraising campaign to deliver $2 million for the “Help-2-Hear” project 
of putting equipment into every maternity hospital in Ontario so every newborn would 
have their hearing tested.  This was successful.   

Another project was the institution of The Millenium Lodge No. 743.  This unique 
lodge was created to raise funds for the “Help-2-Hear” project.  It met only twice, and 
will meet again at the end of this millennium.   

Looking back, M.W. Bro. McKibbon was present when the Time Capsule was 
retrieved from the cornerstone located at the 888 Yonge Street Masonic Temple in 
Toronto.  Grand Master McKibbon said: “It was a thrill to open the copper box and hold, 
in gloved hand, eighty-three year old coins, newspapers and the scroll placed in 1917 by 
M.W. Bro. W. H. Wardrope and M.W. Bro. John Ross Robertson.” 

And looking forward, M.W. Bro. McKibbon established an Anniversary Committee 
to prepare for the celebration in 2005 of the sesquicentennial of our Grand Lodge.   

A Brotherhood BBQ was held at Malden Park in Windsor on July 8, 2001.  This family 
event welcomed Prince Hall Masons, Knights of Columbus, Oddfellows and many 
Masons of our jurisdiction.  Of this event M.W. Bro. McKibbon said “Grand Lodge hopes 
to promote the brotherhood of all mankind in this new century. There are many 
fraternal organizations that advocate similar values to that of Freemasonry, have 
charitable projects and contribute to a more humane society. Often we are not aware 
of their aims and objectives, and are suspicious of them as individuals or their 
organization through ignorance. As we enter the new age, let us endeavour to know one 
another, to cultivate understanding, reduce prejudice, enhance toleration and celebrate 
our likenesses and our differences.” 

As his term as Grand Master drew to a close, M.W. Bro. McKibbon continued with 
his exuberance and posed the question “Historians will look back at the year 2000 and 
ask "What kind of men were these Freemasons at the beginning of the 21st Century?" 
Let them see through our actions that we were JUST and UPRIGHT men. Brethren who 
cared for their fellow human beings. Let them see that we were men of INTEGRITY 
whose WORD was their BOND. Men who practised the precepts of FAITH, HOPE and 
CHARITY in act, word and deed.  Let them IN TRUTH see that we "LIVED BETTER 
MASONICALLY!" 
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As Past Grand Master 

With the departure of the then Grand Secretary M.W. Bro. Robert Edwin Davies in 
2002 due to ill health, M.W. Bro. McKibbon assumed the office and held it until his own 
death, serving the Grand Lodge in this role for 23 years. 

M.W. Bro. Robert J. McKibbon was made an honourary member of St. John’s Lodge 
No. 82 on June 22, 2002.First paragraph 
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