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William Thompson Anderson 

Grand Master (1997 – 1999) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 

Photo from the Grand Lodge 

(1934 - 2002) 

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern. 

William Thompson Anderson was born on August 11, 1934, in Adjala Township, 
Simcoe County and raised in the Township of Mono, Dufferin County, where he 
attended public school. He graduated from the Orangeville High School and began 
working with the Department of Lands and Forests where he became involved in 
Municipal Assessment through the Provincial Land Tax Program.  He transferred to the 
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Department of Municipal Affairs, Municipal Assessment Division and completed a 
program in the Queen’s University Extension School Municipal Assessment 
Accreditation Program, leading to the designation “M. I. M. A.” (Member of the Institute 
of Municipal Assessors).  When the Province of Ontario assumed all responsibility for 
municipal assessment he transferred to Barrie as Valuation Manager.  He retired in 1990. 

He married Betty Bush (1935 – 2017) of Coldwater in 1959 and they had two children, 
Craig (1966 – 2018) and Heather, who served in the Canadian Navy. 

Mr. William Thompson Anderson was active in church and community affairs.  In 
his church he was a choir member and committeeman of the Barrie Central United 
Church, including being Chairman of Finance, Chairman of Stewards, Recording 
Secretary of the Board and a past Chairman of the Board of the United Church’s Cedar 
Glen Conference Centre, Bolton.  

He was a past President of the Coldwater Junior Chamber of Commerce, past 
President of the Institute of Municipal Assessors of Ontario, past chairman of the 
Canadian Directors of Assessment, Advisory Committee, past chairman of the Canadian 
Chapter of the International Association of Assessing Officers.  

M.W. Bro. William Thompson Anderson died on July 2, 2002. 

His final resting place is in Union Cemetery, Barrie.  A Square and Compasses 
symbol is engraved on the black monument marking his grave.  His wife Betty is interred 
beside him.  Their son Craig is also interred in this family plot.   

A portrait of M.W. Bro. William Thompson Anderson in the Masonic regalia of a 
Grand Master is proudly displayed at the Barrie Masonic Hall. 

Masonic Career 

M.W. Bro. William Thompson Anderson was initiated into Karnak Lodge No. 492, 
Coldwater (Orillia) on April 5, 1962.  He was passed on June 7 and raised on October 4, 
1962.  He served as Worshipful Master of Karnak Lodge No. 492 in 1967.  Karnak Lodge 
No. 492 made him a Life Member of the lodge in April 1999,  He was a charter member 
of Innisfil Lodge No. 737, Stroud.  He was elected as District Deputy Grand Master of 
Georgian District in 1987.    

He was elected to the Board from 1989 until 1995, serving on the Masonic Education, 
Condition of Masonry, Seminars and Workshops, Communications, Membership and 
Management committees.  He was elected as Deputy Grand Master in 1995 for a two-
year term.  
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M.W. Bro. William Thompson Anderson was elected the Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Ancient, Free, and Accepted Masons of Canada in the Province of Ontario in 
1997, and served for two years. 

He was a member of Signet Chapter No. 34, Barrie, and was an Honorary Past First 
Principal. 

In Scottish Rite he was a member and Past Thrice Puissant Grand Master of the 
Barrie Lodge of Perfection, member and Past Most Wise Sovereign of Spry Chapter of 
Rose Croix, and Past Commander-in-Chief of Barrie Consistory.  In 1998 he was 
coroneted as an Honorary Inspector General 33°. 

He was a member of the Royal Order of Scotland. 

He was a member and Past Patron of Bayview Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star. 

M.W. Bro. Anderson was the Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of South 
Australia near our Grand Lodge, and the Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of 
Newfoundland and Labrador. 

As Grand Master 

Our 68th Grand Master shared the announcement of the creation and recognition 
of a new Grand Lodge in Canada.  On November 1, 1997, The Grand Lodge of 
Newfoundland and Labrador was dedicated and consecrated under the auspices of the 
United Grand Lodge of England, with assistance from several Grand Lodges from across 
Canada and the United States of America.  Although Grand Master Anderson was not 
able to attend the event, many Grand Lodge Officers and Masons from our jurisdiction 
did attend, and M.W. Bro. Anderson issued a decree of recognition in favour of this 
regular and legitimate Grand Lodge.   

M.W. Bro. Anderson visited several national and international conferences as Grand 
Master.  He was invited to be the keynote speaker at the annual Communication of the 
Grand Lodge of Maine.  The published summary of that speech is a concise description 
of M.W. Bro. Anderson’s time as Grand Master.  It is noted that his primary focus during 
his term of office was on an effort to build a long-range strategy to “get the house in 
order” for the 21st Century.  Fundamental to this endeavour was a survey of new 
Masons, and a series of ad hoc committees to address and resolve specific concerns.   

To our own Grand Lodge Communication he explained “Forty years ago our Past 
Grand Master, M.W. Bro. W. J. Wright observed, "Complacency has become Masonry's 
deadliest foe." During that same era, M.W. Bro. H. L. Martyn, remarked, "Youth lives in 
the future, Old age lives in the past." These brilliant Past Grand Masters observed the 
changes occurring in society and were concerned. … The future of our great fraternity 
is indeed very bright as it contains all of the ingredients of life that society is beginning 
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to crave. We must continue to plan, develop and implement programmes with the 
focus of moving Masonry into the new millennium on a positive trend. We must not be 
complacent, especially within our lodges. We are the members of today who are 
responsible for tomorrow - every member has an important part to play in our future.” 

An ad hoc committee addressed the need for training of prospective District Deputy 
Grand Masters.  Another ad hoc committee examined the condition of Masonry in the 
seven Toronto Districts.  This was well-received and replicated in Hamilton, London, 
and Ottawa. 

The Library, Museum, and Archives Committee struck an ad hoc committee to 
propose a set of Guidelines and Policies for recognizing Masonic historical sites.   

And M.W. Bro. Durward I. Greenwood led an ad hoc committee to evaluate the 
concern about Masons who are Initiated, but do not advance through the subsequent 
degrees in a timely manner. 

M.W. Bro. Anderson announced a revised Book of the Work, and an updated 
Memorial Services booklet with additional explanations for the family and friends of a 
departed Brother.  He also announced that The Ontario Mason magazine was now 
established as a separate entity under the supervision of an editor and an editorial 
board.  He commented “The publication has continued to grow and mature and stands 
as a proud messenger of Masonry in Ontario.” 

As his term of office as Grand Master came to a close, M.W. Bro. William T. 
Anderson observed “There is a deep growing desire in today's society for the comfort 
of becoming attached to solid, unchanging principles that have withstood the test of 
time. Freemasonry was founded on and continues to build on the basic principles of 
upright actions, embracing Brotherly Love. Relief and Truth. It has, since its inception, 
been solid and unchanging. This is a prime example of the comfort zones that are 
yearned.”   

He concluded with “We must always be on guard against being overzealous in our 
own personal convictions and constantly adhere to the principles of our beloved Craft 
by promoting brotherly love, peace and harmony within our ranks. A thriving fraternity 
is dependent upon committed volunteer support and dedication. That support and 
dedication must be focused to be effective and successful in society today. … This Grand 
Lodge has a bright and solid future for the new millennium, not only because of our 
leaders, but most importantly because of you my brethren.” 

As Past Grand Master 

M.W. Bro. Terence Shand announced the sudden death of M.W. Bro. Anderson at 
the 2002 Grand Lodge Communication.  He eulogized M.W. Bro. Anderson by saying 
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“His many talents and willing assistance will be greatly missed throughout the Masonic 
community.” 
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