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Norman Edward Byrne 

Grand Master (1991 – 1993) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 
Sovereign Grand Commander of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Canada 

(2000 – 2003) 

 

Photo from the Grand Lodge 

(1926 - 2005) 

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern. 

Norman Edward Byrne was born in Hamilton on July 26, 1926, and educated in 
public and secondary schools there.  He graduated as a mechanical engineer from the 
University of Toronto in 1949 having attended the first class of engineering held at the 
new engineering school created by the University of Toronto at Ajax, Ontario.  He 
subsequently attended Osgoode Hall, Toronto, and graduated in 1953 as a Barrister at 
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Law and Solicitor of the Supreme Court of Ontario.  He was named as a QC in 1965.  He 
returned to Hamilton to practice law with his father, Norman W. Byrne, QC.  He lived in 
Ancaster and was a lawyer and the senior partner in the law firm of Byrne, Martin & 
Bedford.  In his profession, he was a member of several legal associations and served as 
President of the Hamilton Lawyers Club in 1965.  He was also a registered professional 
engineer in Ontario. 

Norman E. Byrne’s first marriage was to Mavis Angela Wilmering (1926 – 1977).  After 
her death he married Nancy Marie Dennis in 1978 and they had three children: Kathryn, 
Norman and Shelley. 

Norman E. Byrne was a member and Elder of Ryerson United Church in Ancaster.  
In his community life he was very active as Director and later Chairman of the Hamilton 
Branch of the Addiction Foundation; Director and Honorary Solicitor for the 
Hamilton/Burlington YMCA; member of the Holimont Ski Club, Ellicotville, New York, 
where he served as Director and Secretary of the ski club for many years. 

He died on September 13, 2005. 

He is interred in the Byrne family plot in Woodland Cemetery, Hamilton.  The flat 
plaque marking his final resting place includes the Square and Compasses symbol. 

There is a carefully prepared display at Scottish Rite Cathedral of the Grand Master’s 
Apron, collar, jewels, and concordant body collars and jewels for M.W. Bro. Norman 
Edward Byrne. A highlight is a photo-portrait in of M.W. Bro. Byrne in his Grand Master 
regalia. 

Masonic Career 

M.W. Bro. Norman Edward Byrne was initiated in University Lodge No. 496, 
Toronto.  After moving to Ancaster, he became a charter member of Meridian Lodge 
No. 687, Hamilton and served as Worshipful Master in 1961.  He was Lodge Organist and 
held the office until becoming Grand Master.  

V.W. Bro. Byrne was first appointed to the Board of General Purposes in 1973.  He 
continued through several elections and was a member, or chairman, of a number of 
Committees: Condition of Masonry, Grievances and Appeals, Masonic Education, and 
Constitution and Jurisprudence. He was elected as Deputy Grand Master in 1989 for a 
two-year term. 

M.W. Bro. Norman Edward Byrne was elected as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario for the 1991 – 1993 term. 

He was a member and Honorary Past First Principal of King David Chapter No. 262, 
Burlington, and was appointed Grand Senior Sojourner of Grand Chapter in May 1992.  
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In 1998 he was awarded the Gold Honour Award of the York Rite Sovereign College of 
North America. 

He was a member and T.P.G.M. of the Hamilton Lodge College of Perfection in 1970, 
a member of Hamilton Chapter of Rose Croix, and a member and Commander-in-Chief 
(1980 and 1981) of Moore Sovereign Consistory. He was coroneted an Honorary 
Inspector General 33° in 1973, and crowned as an Active Inspector General in 1991.  In 
1997, he was made an Honorary Past Most Wise Sovereign of Hamilton Chapter of Rose 
Croix.  He was elected and installed as Sovereign Grand Commander of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Canada at Winnipeg on September 16, 2000. 

He was a member of Rameses Shrine, Toronto, A.A.O.N.M.S. 

In 1975, M.W. Bro. Byrne was made a member of the Royal Order of Scotland at 
Hamilton, and he served as Organist for many years. 

M.W. Bro. Byrne was the Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut. 

As Grand Master 

The 65th Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Norman Edward Byrne, had the sad duty to 
announce the passing of three Past Grand Masters over his two-year term of office.  He 
said, “It is with a deep sense of loss that we mourn the passing of … our wise and 
distinguished Past Grand Masters”.  M.W. Bro. Bruce B. Foster who passed away 
February 6, 1992, and M.W. Bro. James N. Allan who died on May 9, 1992, and M.W. Bro. 
William K. Bailey who died on November 20, 1992.   

Two recurring events were started under Grand Master Byrne.  Masonry was on 
show for the first time at the International Plowing Match held at Petrolia, in Lambton 
County, in September 1991.  A booth was established and manned by the district Masons 
and the public and visiting brethren were invited to step in for a cup of coffee, or a chat.  
This was repeated in 1992 and continued for many years. 

The second was a joint social event between the Grand Lodge of Quebec and our 
Grand Lodge.  This has also been repeated many times.   

Grand Master Byrne called it a “distinct privilege” to serve as Vice President of the 
Conference of Grand Masters of North America at its deliberations in Washington, D.C., 
in February, 1992.  He was honored to be elected President of the Conference of 
Canadian Grand and District Grand Lodges which was held in Winnipeg, Manitoba, in 
March of 1992.  Grand Master Byrne’s travels included attending the Mother Grand 
Lodge of the world, the United Grand Lodge of England, as it celebrated its 275th 
Anniversary and the 25th Anniversary of the installation of His Royal Highness, the Duke 
of Kent as Most Worshipful Grand Master in London, England, in June of 1992.  He 
shared “I was most fortunate to be invited to attend this most memorable and moving 
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celebration as your Grand Master, and to bring greetings and congratulations to this 
great assembly.  It was an absolutely unbelievable spectacle to witness 12,500 Masons 
all together at one place - Earlscourt - to pay respect to and congratulate the 
distinguished Grand Master of the most respected Grand Lodge in the world.” 

In June of 1992, Niagara Lodge No. 2 celebrated its 200th Anniversary with great joy 
and thanksgiving, and a ceremony of rededication.  Grand Master Byrne commented “It 
is the very first lodge to reach this pinnacle of service to our craft. Indeed, it is older than 
our own Grand Lodge by quite a few years.” 

But Grand Master Byrne suffered a serious problem as he started one trip.  He 
explained in his Address: “In November, 1991, while attempting to attend the Grand 
Lodge of Maryland, my wife, Nancy, and I were involved in an automobile accident near 
Fort Erie on the way to the Buffalo airport. Both of us were injured and the car totally 
demolished. We considered ourselves very fortunate to be alive. My wife still 
experiences recurrent pain in her right foot, the result of an injury sustained in the 
accident, but she has persevered in her adversity and accompanied me in my rather 
extensive travels, notwithstanding her pain and discomfort.” 

As Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario, in 1992, 
M.W. Bro. Byrne led the Winnipeg Accord which saw all Canadian Grand Masters agree 
to recommend to their Grand Lodges “. . . . the acceptance of all Prince Hall Grand 
Lodges as approved by the Conference of Prince Hall Grand Lodges as being regular 
Masonic Grand Lodges.  While this was a first step which recognized the legitimacy of 
origin of Prince Hall Masons and their respective Grand Lodges, by July 2005, all 
Canadian Grand Lodges had implemented a policy of intervisitation.  Just before his 
death, M.W. Bro. Byrne was able to sit in Lodge with his long-time friend and colleague, 
Bro. Lincoln Alexander, the 24th Lieutenant Governor of Ontario. 

To conclude his term as Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Norman E. Byrne turned to the 
challenge of Masonic secrets.  He shared: “The public continually questions us about 
Masonic secrets. Most Grand Lodges, particularly in North America, and recently in 
England, have made serious attempts to dispel this aura of secrecy, and yet I have found 
there is a secret in Masonry. I do not worry about its disclosure, for it is extremely 
difficult to define, let alone disclose. It is that special something that each brother Mason 
experiences as he stands erect as a Mason in his lodge, as he hears the glorious words 
of our ritual, so kind and friendly to the ear, as he feels that special transmission of 
friendship and warmth as he takes a brother's hand, as he recognizes that very special 
something that is very hard to pinpoint, that makes men travel through adverse weather, 
over long distances, in spite of difficult traffic conditions, even when we start off on a 
visit to another lodge wondering what motivates us — well my brethren, you've all felt 
it — experienced it — that's the secret of Masonry.” 

As Past Grand Master 
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The Scottish Rite Cathedral in Hamilton is named to honour the memory of Norman 
E. Byrne, Q.C., who was the Sovereign Grand Commander of Scottish Rite Masons of 
Canada for 2000 through 2003.  In the cathedral is a display of his Grand Master’s apron 
and collar, as well as his Scottish Rite collar and jewels, and jewels of other Masonic 
bodies.   

In eulogizing M.W. Bro. Norman Edward Byrne, M.W. Bro. Gary L. Atkinson said 
“M.W. Bro. Byrne was one of those rare people who would make good things happen in 
others.  He could, and did, inspire those around him to do not just a good job but the 
best job possible in any task, and then take a genuine interest and pleasure, as he 
watched the rest of us succeed.  He was indeed a Prince among Men.”First paragraph 
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