Ontario Masons

Dr. Ronald Eric Groshaw, OSt], C.D., M.D., FRCS(c), FAAO

Grand Master (1983 - 1985) of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of
Ontario

Photo from the Grand Lodge

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern.

Born of French, English, Scottish, and Pennsylvania Dutch ancestry, Ronald Eric
Groshaw was born in Palmerston and raised on the Wellington County family farm.
He attended SS No. 5 Maryboro Public School, then Palmerston High School and the
University of Western Ontario Medical School, graduating in 1955.

While taking university courses hostilities broke out in Korea and he enlisted in
the RCAF. Upon completion of his internship, he served with No. 408 Squadron in the
Arctic and subsequently with NATO in Europe, finishing his service with the rank of
Squadron Leader. A significant event occurred on the night of February 17, 1957. He
was aboard a B-25 Mitchell Bomber flying from Vancouver to Winnipeg. On the final
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approach the aircraft suffered engine failures after running out of fuel and crash-
landed short of the runway in a residential area of Winnipeg. Fortunately, there were
no fatalities. Several homes were damaged, and the aircraft ended the cross-country
flight in an empty lot. Officer Groshaw and a colleague were seriously hurt and spent
time in hospital. This didn’t deter him from flying as he earned his private pilot
licence.

He took a postgraduate program in ophthalmology and received a specialist
qualification in 1962. He became Chief of Ophthalmology at the Etobicoke General
Hospital and on the staff of the Sunnybrook Medical Centre. He was on the teaching
staff of the University of Toronto Medical School from 1962 to 1989.

From 1978 he had been a member of the Medical Advisory Committee of the
Council for Ontario of the Order of St. John and in October 1982, in Ottawa, he was
made a Serving Brother of the Order by the Governor General. At a return visit to
Rideau Hall in 1992 he was invested an Officer in the Order of St. John.

The United Church of Canada has always been a part of his life. The family were
members of St. Luke’s United Church, Islington where he served as an elder, and now
with Humber Valley United Church.

In 1960 he married Barbara Jean Bain and they had two sons, George (deceased)
and Eric.

M.W. Bro. Groshaw considers himself a farm-boy who then studied medicine. His
leadership skills developed when he became a Mason and accepted the mentoring of
others. He has fond memories and great appreciation to many brethren who
encouraged him. Just two examples are: Bro. Flaph (a fellow doctor) did not have a car
in his later years and would call M.\W. Bro. Groshaw for a ride to this lodge, or that
meeting so they could chat about Masonry in the car. RW. Bro. Ewart Dickson (P.G.
Sec.) provided valuable private counsel and instruction. It was through direct contact
with Masons across the Province, in person or by telephone, that M.W. Bro. Groshaw
kept in touch with other Grand Lodge Officers, and DDGMs. This ongoing effort to
reach out brought maturity to his leadership style.

Still, he always felt he was leaning on his medical background by showing
empathy and sincere concern for the problems of others.

The consequence of these efforts was that other Masons stood by him as he was
on the path to become the Grand Master. Even as Dr. Groshaw cared for his patients
and students, those around him nurtured his Masonic career.
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As Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Groshaw participated in the establishing of a Masonic
Lodge Room at the Black Creek Pioneer Village, including the cornerstone ceremony
on October 1,1983. This was the culmination of several years of leadership and effort
with the goal of moving an old building from Woodbridge, Ontario, to a new site at the
Black Creek Pioneer Village. A significant team of volunteers from The Heritage Lodge
No. 730 and other Masons across the province not only coordinated the move, and
they raised $117,000 to fund the transport and refurbishing of the building. This was
more than the goal of $100,000. It is pleasing to note that there continue to be
volunteers tending to the Masonic Lodge Room and providing information to visitors.

There were profound changes in the world during 1983 and 1984 through M.W.
Bro. Groshaw's term as Grand Master. Canada officially adopted the metric system at
the beginning of 1983. At the end of the year Madame Jeanne Sauvé became the first
woman Governor General of Canada. In 1984, Marc Garneau became the first
Canadian in space, and Brian Mulroney became the Prime Minister with the largest
Parliamentary majority in Canadian history. As Grand Master though, M.\W. Bro.
Groshaw diligently sought to assure there was consistency; and that the Grand Lodge
Officers worked together as a team.

As an ophthalmologist, M.W. Bro. Groshaw has an ongoing affinity for the work of
the Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB). He and his wife gave time each
year to work for the CNIB in many communities across the North. As a medical
doctor, M.\W. Bro. continues to encourage regular blood donations, and support for
organ transplant programs.

Masonic Career

M.W. Bro. Groshaw was initiated into Conestoga Lodge No. 295, Drayton (1959) and
affiliated with Wellington lodge No. 635, Toronto, serving as WM (1971-1972).

He is a charter member of The Heritage Lodge No. 730, Cambridge, and served as
WM (1980-1981).

He is an affiliated member of many lodges, including: St. John’s Lodge No. 17, King
Solomon’s Lodge No. 22, Ionic Lodge No. 25, Zetland Wilson Lodge No. 86, Patterson
Ionic Lodge No. 229, Grey Lodge No. 265, Hiram Lodge No. 342, Mimico Lodge No. 369,
Spry Lodge No. 385, Corinthian Lodge No. 481, Riverdale J. R. Robertson Lodge No. 494,
Canada Lodge No. 532, Imperial East Gate Lodge No. 543, Mosaic Lodge No. 559,
Remembrance Lodge No. 586, Astra - Mt. Dennis Lodge No. 599, Quinte St. Alban's
Lodge No. 620, Centennial Lodge No. 684, and West Gate Lodge, No. 734.
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He was elected Grand Senior Warden (1976-1977) and then elected to the Board of
General Purposes (1978-1979 and 1979-1980), serving on Long Range Planning and
Blood Donor committees (Chairman of the latter).

He was elected Deputy Grand Master (1981-1982 and 1982-1983) and as the 61st
Grand Master (1983-1984 and 1984-1985).

He was Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of Pernambuco (Brazil) and the
Grand Lodge of Saskatchewan of which he is an Honorary Past Grand Master. Since
2010 he is the Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of Scotland of which he is an
Honorary Past Grand Junior Warden. He is also a recipient of the Erasmus James
Phillips Medal from the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia.

He was a member of Mimico Royal Arch Chapter 215, Mimico (First Principal 1979-
80); and is a member of Keystone Council, No. 20 (Royal and Select Masters) and
Etobicoke Lodge No. 17 (Royal Ark Mariners), Toronto; Geoffrey de St. Aldemar
Preceptory, No. 7, Toronto; Holy Land Conclave, Red Cross of Constantine (MPS, 1995);
Richmond Hill Council No. 168, Allied Masonic Degrees of Canada, of which he served
as Sovereign Grand Master (1986) and Athelstan York Rite College.

He is a member of the Scottish Rite (TPGM of the Toronto Lodge of Perfection,
1974-1975) and was coroneted as an honorary Inspector General 33° (1976). Heis a
member of the Royal Order of Scotland.

He is a member of Rameses Shrine, Toronto and served as its first Ceremonial
Master (1982) and Potentate (1991), and subsequently as Treasurer for 6 years. He is a
member of the Ceremonial Cast, the Shrine Yacht Club and the Royal Order of Jesters,
Court No. 83.
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