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Norval Richard Richards BSA, MS, DSc (Hon.) 

Grand Master (1979 – 1981) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 

 

Photo from the Grand Lodge 

(1916 – 2008) 

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern. 

Norval Richard Richards was one of four sons and two daughters of Richard A. 
Richards and Annie L. Patterson. He was born in the hamlet of Kinlough on July 2, 1916, 
and spend his early years on the family farm near Lucknow, Bruce County. Over the 
years he has retained a deep respect and love for the rural countryside.  
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He was educated at local primary and secondary schools.  He undertook further 
education with the Ontario Agricultural College, then affiliated with the University of 
Toronto, earning his Bachelor of Science in Agriculture degree.  Postgraduate studies 
followed at the Michigan State University. 

His first career spanned thirteen years as a soil surveyor with the federal 
Department of Agriculture.  He coordinated the work of other survey teams 
contributing to the Canada Land Inventory.  His preference for academia and research 
brought him back to the Ontario Agricultural College.  He studied land resource 
science and received a number of fellowships for his research through the 
Agricultural Institute of Canada and the Soil Conservation Society of America.  

At various points in his academic career he was a Professor, Chairman of the Soils 
Department, and Dean of the Department in 1962.  As the University of Guelph was 
formed in 1964, he was named Dean and served in the position until 1972. He retained 
the identity of the College while enthusiastically embracing and supporting the 
formation of the University of Guelph. He provided leadership in re-organizing the 
College to include new academic units, new research stations and new buildings 
based on a long-term management plan in a period of rapid expansion.  He was 
awarded an Honourary Doctor of Science degree by Laval University in 1967 and was 
named a Fellow of the University of Guelph.  In 1979, he was named the first chair of 
the Canadian Agricultural Research Council created by Agriculture Canada and 
Provincial Ministries to improve co-ordination of research. 

M.W. Bro. Richards is the third of four Grand Masters who are graduates of the 
Ontario Agricultural College.  The others are M.W. Bro. James Allan (Grand Master 1965 
– 1967), M.W. Bro. Bruce B. Foster (Grand Master 1969 – 1971), and M.W. Bro. Jamie 
Ireland (Grand Master 2024 – 2026).  

M.W. Bro. Norval Richard Richards was honoured in 1988 as a recipient of the 
"Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and Food Medal" by the Ontario Government.  In 
2002, Norval Richard Richards was inducted into the Ontario Agricultural Hall of 
Fame.   

In 1950 he married Mary Katharine Greer (1927 – 2010) and they lived in Guelph, 
raising two sons Robin, who became an orthopaedic surgeon, and Gregory, who 
became a lawyer.  

The family were active in the life of Dublin Street United Church where Prof. 
Richards was on the Finance Committee.  The funerals of both M.W. Bro. Richards and 
his wife were conducted at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Guelph.    

M.W. Bro. Richards died on October 19, 2008, at Guelph, Ontario.  Both M.W. Bro. 
Richards, and his wife Mary Katherine (died 2010), are interred at Mount Pleasant 
Cemetery, Toronto. 
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A large portrait of M.W. Bro. Rick Richards is displayed in the Guelph Masonic 
Centre, home to Waverly Lodge No. 361, his Mother Lodge.   

Masonic Career 

M.W. Bro. Richards was initiated in Waverley Lodge, No. 361, Guelph, on 
December 6, 1943.  He was Passed to the second degree on January 23, 1944, and 
Raised on March 13, 1944.  He served as Worshipful Master for two consecutive years, 
1952 - 1953 and 1953 - 1954. He served Wellington District as District Secretary for 1956 
– 1957.  For this he was recognized with an appointment as Assistant Grand Director of 
Ceremonies for the year 1957 - 1958.  

He was a charter member of West Gate Lodge, No. 734, Streetsville, and a charter 
member of The Heritage Lodge No. 730.  He was an honourary member of 12 
additional lodges in our jurisdiction. 

M.W. Bro. Richards was first appointed to the Board of General Purposes for 1965 - 
1966 and served continuously thereafter on Masonic Education, Benevolence. He was 
elected Deputy Grand Master (1977 - 1978 and 1978 - 1979) and Grand Master (1979 - 
1980 and 1980 - 1981).  

He was a member of Guelph Chapter No. 40, Guelph. He was appointed Grand 
Senior Sojourner of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada in the 
Province of Ontario in 1979.  

He was appointed a Director of the Masonic Foundation of Ontario. He served as 
President of the Masonic Foundation of Ontario from 1986 to 1990. 

In Scottish Rite he was a member and then presiding officer of the Royal City 
Lodge of Perfection and Guelph Chapter of Rose Croix. He was a member of Moore 
Consistory, Hamilton and coroneted as an Active Inspector General 33° in 1974. 

He was a member of the Royal Order of Scotland.  He was Grand Representative 
of the Grand Lodge of Quebec, and the United Grand Lodges of Germany, near our 
Grand Lodge. 

As Grand Master 

Our 59th Grand Master, M.W. Bro. N. Richard ‘Rick’ Richards had the pleasure of 
overseeing the celebration of the 125th Anniversary of the Grand Lodge of Canada in 
the Province of Ontario.  He spoke of the ‘glow and glitter’ of the many happenings 
that marked the anniversary year.  Notably for our Fraternity, members of the Grand 
East and Grand Masters were seen on television in regalia for the first time.  Public 
relations events through the year included television interviews of Grand Master 
Richards with Grand Secretary M.W. Bro. R.E. Davies. 
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To mark the anniversary year, a new history of the Grand Lodge “Whence Come 
We?” was released.   

The management of the Grand Lodge by M.W. Bro. Richards included the 
adoption of a revised Constitution on January 1, 1980.  This was a major re-writing of 
the Constitution and took several years to come to completion.   

In keeping with the universality of our Fraternity, M.W. Bro. Richards ruled that 
“the approval of the Grand Master is not required when the Volume of the Sacred Law 
of the candidate's choice is placed between our Volume of the Sacred Law and the 
Square and Compasses.” 

Plans were underway for several years when a financial campaign was announced 
to mark the 125th anniversary of Grand Lodge.  Project H.E.L.P., or Hearing for Every 
Living Person, was expected to raise $350,000.  A new organization, the Ontario 
Deafness Research Foundation, was incorporated as of May 1978 to manage the funds 
raised.  M.W. Bro. Richards acknowledged the success of Project H.E.L.P. which 
completed the fundraising campaign on December 31, 1979.  The new foundation 
distributed monies for research projects.   

As his time as Grand Master drew to a close, M.W. Bro. Richards stated: “The work 
of Masonry is never ending. The challenge to hold high the precepts we inherited from 
those who have gone before is with us always.” 

As Past Grand Master  

M.W. Bro. Richards was appointed as Custodian of the Work from 1984 to 1995.  In 
1996, in appreciation for his outstanding work and many contributions, M.W. Bro. 
Durward I. Greenwood named M.W. Bro. Richards “Custodian Emeritus”.   

M.W. Bro. Richards served as President of the Scottish Rite Charitable Foundation.  

When announcing the death of M.W. Bro. Richards at the 2009 Grand Lodge 
Communication, M.W. Bro. Petrisor said “As we bid a final adieu, everyone should 
know that he possessed a good sense of humour, a treasure of delight and rests now 
in peace and comfort knowing that all over this land there are men whose lives he 
touched as a scholar, a researcher, a teacher and as a Mason.” 

His legacy continues with the Ontario Agricultural College.  A building used by the 
Soils Department since 1959 was renamed in 1989 as the “Richards Building” in his 
honour.   The Alumni Foundation created the N.R. Richards Scholarship Fund at the 
University of Guelph. 

Sources:  
(1) Jenkyns, Michael Biography of PGM Norval Richard Richards Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province 

of Ontario 
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(2) Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F.& A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario: 1979, 1980, 
1981, 1988, 2002, 2009. 

(3) Commemoration of the Graves of the Grand Masters, October 2024.  A project of the Museum and 
Archives Team. 

(4) McLeod, W., and Jenkyns, M. Whence Come We? Volume II (2010), Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of 
Canada in the Province of Ontario.   

(5) Reynolds, John W., (2012) An overview of some significant or interesting contributions during the 
terms of the Grand Masters of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario, revisited  ‘The 
Architect’ December 2012 

(6) Runnalls, J. Lawrence (1979) Our Past Grand Masters privately published 
(7) Family information confirmed via Ancestry.com and FindAGrave.com.  
(8) Grand Lodge website on biographies of the Presidents of the Masonic Foundation of Ontario, 

www.masonicfoundation.on.ca/publications/bios.html. 
(9) University of Guelph Archives of the Ontario Agriculture College. 

https://www.uoguelph.ca/oac/140faces/norval-richard-richards  Accessed April 2024 
(10) University of Guelph ALUMNI- IN-ACTION ORAL HISTORY, N.R. RICHARDS, O.A.C.’38, Ontario 

Agricultural College, 1938.  Interviewed by Ross Hay, October 8, 1991  
https://ugstream.scholarsportal.info/html/OralHistory-RichardsNRichard.html 

(11) Secretary of Waverly Lodge No. 361, V.W. Bro. Robert W. Gray, personal communications July – 
September 2024 

(12) Greg Richards, personal communication, October 2024 

http://www.masonicfoundation.on.ca/publications/bios.html
https://www.uoguelph.ca/oac/140faces/norval-richard-richards
https://ugstream.scholarsportal.info/html/OralHistory-RichardsNRichard.html

