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Robert Edwin Davies 

Grand Master (1977 – 1979) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 

 

Photo from the Grand Lodge 

(1931 - 2014) 

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern. 

Robert Edwin Davies was born in Mount Forest on October 5, 1931, where he 
received his public and elementary schooling.  The early and unexpected death of his 
father in 1948 led to his taking over the family retail business which he has operated 
ever since. 
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In 1954 he married Annabelle (Nan) Christie (born 1935) of Hopeville, and they had 
three children: Kathy, Robert and Lynn.  They are members of the United Church and 
over the years M. W. Bro. Davies has served on many committees and boards. 

The family have been active in local civil affairs.  M. W. Bro. Davies was a Past 
Director of the Mount Forest Louise Marshall Hospital Board, former member of the 
Mount Forest Cameron Highlanders Pipe Band, and Past President of the Mount Forest 
Investment Club.  Among his many personal and sports interests, he was the holder of 
an Advanced Amateur Radio Licence with the call sign “VE3ERD”. 

M.W. Bro. Robert Edwin Davies died on December 14, 2014.  Funeral services were 
conducted at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church.  The mortal remains of our Grand 
Master are interred at Mount Pleasant Cemetery.  A black granite monument is 
inscribed on one side with the names of Robert Edwin Davies and his wife Annabelle 
(Nan) Christie, while the other side is marked with the Square and Compasses and the 
inscription “Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of 
Ontario 1977 – 1979 Grand Secretary 23 years” 

Masonic Career 

Mr. Robert Edwin Davies was initiated in St. Alban’s Lodge No. 200, Mount Forest, 
on December 27, 1952.  He was passed a month later on January 23, 1953, and raised on 
April 24, 1953.  He was installed as the Worshipful Master for 1960.  He was elected as 
District Deputy Grand Master of Grey District in 1961.  Being 30 years old at the time, 
he was the youngest District Deputy Grand Master in this Grand Jurisdiction.   

In 1964 Bro. Davies was appointed as Past Junior Grand Warden, and also to the 
Board of General Purposes.  He was then elected to the Board for five successive two-
year terms beginning in 1965.  During his time on the Board he served on a number of 
Committees including: Fraternal Dead, and Benevolence (of which he became 
Chairman of the Committee).  

R.W. Bro. Davies was elected as Deputy Grand Master in 1975 for a two-year term. 

M.W. Bro. Robert Edwin Davies was elected the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario in 1977 and served that high office 
for two years. 

In Scottish Rite M.W. Bro. Davies was a member of the Royal City Lodge of 
Perfection; a Past Most Wise Sovereign of the Guelph Chapter of Rose Croix; and a 
member of Moore Consistory, Hamilton. He was coroneted as an Honourary 
Inspector General 33° in 1977. 

M.W. Bro. Daviews was a member of Mocha Temple, London, A.A.O.N.M.S. 
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He was a member of the Royal Order of Scotland. 

In March of 1964 M.W. Bro. Davies was appointed the Grand Representative of the 
Grand Lodge of Louisiana, and that Grand Jurisdiction conferred on him the rank of 
Past Junior Grand Warden. 

As Grand Master 

Our 58th Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Robert Edwin Davies, had the sad duty to 
announce the passing of M.W. Bro. Mortimer Cleve Hooper.  Most Worshipful Brother 
M. C. Hooper, the Grand Treasurer, was attending the opening session of the Annual 
Communication of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario on July 20, 
1977, when he collapsed and later passed away in hospital on July 22, 1977.  This Grand 
Lodge conferred on him its highest honour, Past Grand Master (Hon.), in 1973.  M.W. 
Bro. Davies stated that “Masonry lost a most respected Brother and Canada a most 
distinguished citizen.” 

M.W. Bro. Robert E. Davies received several honours while he was our Grand 
Master.  At the 1978 Grand Lodge Convocation in Toronto, R. W. Bro. Samuel Ben-Zvi, 
the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of the State of Israel presented Grand Master 
M.W. Bro. Robert E. Davies, with a special medal — the "Award of Merit".  Also in 1978, 
M.W. Bro. Davies attended the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of New 
Brunswick to deliver an address and received the John Beardsley Medal from that 
Grand Lodge.   

Some administrative tasks were dealt with during M.W. Bro. Davies’ term as Grand 
Master.  These includes starting the preparations for the 125th Anniversary of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario.  The preparations were continued 
by his successor, M.W. Bro. Richards.  The Committee on the Revision of the 
Constitution, under the leadership of M.W. Bro. W. K. Bailey, continued their efforts.  
The revised Constitution was introduced and adopted in 1980. 

An extensive review of insurance for Grand Lodge as well as individual lodges 
determined that there was no advantage to enter “into a broad insurance agreement 
with a major company in an effort to save expense to the individual Lodges”.  M.W. 
Bro. Davies reminded all lodges of the necessity of having proper insurance 
protection. 

The ongoing challenges with respect to the jurisdiction of an individual lodge took 
a step towards resolution when M.W. Bro. Davies recommended that “as of July 20, 
1978, concurrent jurisdiction be established in all Districts to apply across the length 
and breadth of the individual District. This recommendation would not alter or 
change extended concurrent jurisdiction now enjoyed by some Districts but is in 
addition to any concurrent jurisdiction now in effect and shall be reviewed after a 
two-year period.”  (The challenge of jurisdiction was finally resolved in 2004 when our 
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Grand Lodge amended our Constitution to extend the jurisdiction of a lodge to be 
concurrent with that of all other lodges in the Province.)   

In 1978, M.W. Bro. Davies announced on behalf of the Masonic Foundation of 
Ontario a goal to raise $350,000 as a project to mark the 125th Anniversary of our 
Grand Lodge.  In 1979 M.W. Bro. Davies congratulated everyone and announced 
“Project H.E.L.P. has not only reached and surpassed its monetary goal by over 
$150,000.00 but has delivered more Masonic by-products than ever anticipated. 
H.E.L.P. has shown that our Masonic Brotherhood truly practices its philosophies and 
welcomes the challenges and opportunities of filling an area of human need. H.E.L.P. 
has served the need of hearing research and the by-products will serve to strengthen 
the Fraternity.” 

As his term drew to a close, M.W. Bro. Robert Edwin Davies turned his attention to 
the future.  He stated: “Masons are fond of reviewing their history and recounting the 
antiquities, and, has it not been said, we can not know where we are going until we 
know where we have been. It may be true that a ship can be sailed by watching 
reference points behind, but Masonry was not designed to be sailed with our back to 
the helm. The future holds great promise for those equal to the challenge. Let us shape 
our course well and straight ahead, using as our reference points those immutable and 
unchangeable truths contained in the Volume of the Sacred Law, the very foundation 
of our Fraternity.” 

He concluded: “If we believe that Masonry can serve as a guide for our own moral 
conduct and as a moral code for the rest of humanity then we must carry its message 
outside the Lodge Halls, into the homes, the market place, the community, the 
legislative halls - yes, even into our houses of worship. 

700 years ago Giles of Assisi spoke to all of us when he said, ‘Discuss virtue a little 
less and practice it a little more.’ 

Let each of us go forth from this Communication rededicated to those obligations 
that we have willingly assumed and, remembering the great lessons we have been 
blessed to receive, put into practice Masonry's ageless teachings, for Masonry does 
have a message for all mankind.” 

As Past Grand Master 

M.W. Bro. Robert Edwin Davies served the Grand Lodge as Grand Secretary for 23 
years. 

In 1995 the Conference of Grand Secretaries of North America elected M.W. Bro. 
Robert E. Davies as their President.   
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