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Dr. George Edward Turner MD  
 

Grand Master (1973 – 1975) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 

 

Photo from the Grand Lodge 

(1906 - 1987) 

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern. 

George Edward Turner was born in Windsor on December 18, 1906, and received 
his elementary and high school education in the city.  In 1926 he entered McGill 
University and graduated in 1933 with a degree in Medicine.  Following a one-year 
internship in Windsor he entered general practice in the city.  Dr. Turner received a 
medical fellowship in obstetrics from Edinburgh University, Scotland.  In addition to his 
general practice, and obstetrics, he was also a surgeon.  Dr. Turner specialized in 
Industrial Medicine and eventually became the Medical Director of Hiram Walker and 
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Sons Ltd. from 1935 to 1980.  In addition to his medical practice, he served as President 
of the Medical Staff of Grace Hospital of Windsor.  Dr Turner was President of the Essex 
County Medical Society in 1960. 

Dr. George E. Turner married Francis McKeith Stevens (1910 – 1991) of Port Elgin on 
October 9, 1937, and they had two daughters: Mrs. Catherine Johnson, and Mrs. Barbara 
Dickinson.  Dr. George Turner was a life-long member of the Anglican Church. 

M. W. Bro. Turner died on April 27, 1987, after a lengthy illness.  A Masonic Memorial 
Service was held at the funeral home.   

M.W. Bro. George Edward Turner is entombed in a mausoleum at Windsor Grove 
Cemetery, Windsor, Ontario.  The engraving on the crypt includes the Square and 
Compasses.  His wife Frances McKeith Turner is also entombed in the mausoleum at 
Windsor Grove Cemetery. 

A large portrait of M.W. Bro. George E. Turner wearing the regalia of a Grand Master 
is proudly displayed in the ‘Blue Room’ of the Windsor Masonic Temple. 

Masonic Career 

St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 642, in Windsor, Ontario, was Instituted on May 14, 1926.  
The first Worshipful Master of St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 642 was R.W. Bro. William T. 
Turner.  He had been District Deputy Grand Master of Erie District in 1922.  R.W. Bro. 
William T. Turner was a member of Ontario Lodge No. 521 before becoming a charter 
member of St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 642.  R.W. Bro. William T. Turner assumed the chair 
after the master-elect, Bro. H.E. Guppy, indicated that his health would prevent him 
assuming the chair.  R.W. Bro. William T. Turner served as Worshipful Master for the 
first three years of operation of the lodge.  His son, Dr. George Edward Turner, was 
Initiated on June 27th, 1930, passed on July 25th, 1930, and raised on September 12, 1930.  
It is noteworthy that the lodge conferred the degrees on Dr. George E. Turner over a 
summer when he was home from his medical studies at McGill University.     

Bro. George Edward Turner served as Worshipful Master of St. Andrew’s Lodge in 
1958.   He was elected as District Deputy Grand Master of Windsor District in 1959.  With 
19 lodges under his care, DDGM Turner reported that Windsor District had an active 
Committee on Masonic Education.  He noted that the well-attended District Divine 
Service was held at the Salvation Army Citadel for the first time.   

In 1961 he was appointed to the Board of General Purposes and then elected to the 
Board in 1963, with repeated elections until 1971.  He served as the Chairman of the Blood 
Donor Committee for ten years.  He was elected as Deputy Grand Master in 1971 for a 
two-year term. 
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M.W. Bro. George Edward Turner was elected the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of A.F. & A. M of Canada in the Province of Ontario in 1973 and served for two years.  

He was subsequently appointed as the Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of 
Illinois.  

In Capitular Masonry he was a member of Ark Chapter No. 80, Windsor and served 
as Grand Superintendent of the Windsor District. In Knights Templary he was a 
member and Preceptor of Windsor Preceptory No. 20 KT, Windsor.   

In Scottish Rite he was a member and Past Thrice Puissant Grand Master of the 
Windsor Lodge of Perfection and a member of Windsor Chapter of Rose Croix.  He was 
a member of Moore Sovereign Consistory, Hamilton.  He was coroneted as an Honorary 
Inspector General 33° in 1962 and crowned as an active Inspector General in 1968.  In 
1969 he was elected as Co-Deputy for Ontario for the Supreme Council of the Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rite.   

He was a member of the Royal Order of Scotland. 

He was a Life Member of Mocha Temple, London A.A.O.N.M.S. and a member of the 
Royal Order of Jesters.  

By the time his term as Grand Master came to an end, M.W. Bro. George E. Turner 
was an Honorary Member of 15 Masonic lodges.   

As Grand Master 

The 56th Grand Master devoted his Addresses at the Grand Lodge Communications 
to the administration and functioning of the Grand Lodge.   

In his Address in 1974, M.W. Bro. George E. Turner acknowledged the death of Bro. 
Norman Warriner Byrne, Q.C.  Bro. Byrne was the Barrister for Grand Lodge and did the 
research to achieving passing in Provincial Parliament of the bill creating The Masonic 
Foundation of Ontario, and the incorporation of Masonic Holdings.  He secured the land 
for the Grand Lodge Memorial Building in Hamilton due to his close connection with 
the Tuckett Estate.  Bro. Norman W. Byrne was presented with the William Mercer 
Wilson Medal in 1971.  Bro. Byrne passed to the Grand Lodge Above on November 19, 
1973. 

The story of the formation of Andor Gero Lodge No. 726 came to completion under 
the care of M.W. Bro. George E. Turner.  After the Hungarian Revolution of 1956, over 
37,500 immigrants from Hungary came to Canada.  Among them were Masons who 
were originally members of the now extinct Grand Lodge of Hungary.  They gathered 
and conducted meetings on their own until efforts were made to Masonically heal them 
and guide the formation of a new Lodge in our Grand Jurisdiction.  With the approval 
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of the Grand Master, Andor Gero Lodge No. 726, Etobicoke, was constituted and 
consecrated on September 14, 1974, by R.W. Bro. E. W. Nancekivell, Deputy Grand 
Master.   

Our Grand Master’s interest in Masonic Education continued to be shown in his 
reports on the successful publication of “Beyond the Pillars”, and “The First Grand 
Master”.  M.W. Bro. George E. Turner authorized all Master Masons to purchase a copy 
of the Work through their Lodge Secretary.  He also directed that the booklets for the 
petitioner and the candidate for each degree be revised and expanded.   

M.W. Bro. George E. Turner traveled extensively within our jurisdiction and beyond.  
He shared details of two significant events.  In June of 1975 he represented our Grand 
Lodge at the 250th Anniversary of the Grand Lodge of Ireland.   

He spoke as well of the Centennial Graveside Service in memory of the 100th 
Anniversary of the death of M.W. Bro. William Mercer Wilson, our first Grand Master.  
There was a ceremony at St. John’s Anglican Church at Woodhouse, which was filled to 
overflowing with people crowding the grounds outside the church in tribute to M.W. 
Bro. William Mercer Wilson.  Deputy Grand Master R.W. Bro. E. W. Nancikivell spoke at 
the graveside service.  

Unlike other Grand Masters of this jurisdiction, M.W. Bro. Turner did not offer a 
short personal reflection on Freemasonry.  As his term of office as Grand Master drew 
to a close, he included in his final Address to the Grand Lodge Communication a 
complete speech which he titled “Hold High The Torch”.  His speech is appended to this 
biography. 

As Past Grand Master 

When M.W. Bro. A. Lou Copeland announced the death of M.W. Bro. George 
Edward Turner, he eulogized our Past Grand Master saying “M.W. Bro. George Turner 
had a depth of knowledge from which many, including myself, regularly drew solutions 
to our problems. He enriched Masonry and the lives of all who knew him. His presence 
touched so many of our lives. Bro. Turner's cheery countenance and friendly 
disposition will be sorely missed. He truly has left for us a legacy that personified, in 
every respect, a kindly and caring Mason.” 

Family ties run deeply in St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 642.  There is the example of R.W. 
Bro. William T. Turner welcoming his son into the lodge and starting him on the path to 
earn the title of Most Worshipful Brother George Edward Turner.  While M.W. Bro. 
George E. Turner had daughters, his nephew and great-nephew are members of St. 
Andrew’s Lodge No. 642 and a descendent of our Grand Master may assume the gavel 
in the lodge for the centennial of St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 642. 
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Appendix: From the Grand Lodge Proceedings of 1975 

HOLD HIGH THE TORCH 

It has been said and is being said that Masonry must change its principles and 
teachings to conform to present-day ideas and philosophies if it is to survive in today's 
world. This, my brethren, I am not willing to accept. 

Historians tell us that there have been at least 21 identifiable civilizations in the past, 
and that all but two have fallen into decay and obliteration as a result of social and moral 
disintegration within the structure itself — and yet, from the ashes and rubble of each 
has arisen another civilization, and each time it has been upon the foundation of the 
principles of Masonry that the superstructure was built. Is it not a valid conclusion then 
that those things which have caused the fall of nations are not the basics upon which 
such a nation was founded, but rather the erosions which seem inevitably to take place 
after it rises to its greatness and becomes smug and self-satisfied in its affluence. 

It is my purpose, then, to suggest that rather than try to conform Masonry to the 
ways of the modern world, that we exert our efforts to bringing and keeping the modern 
world within the true principles of our Fraternity. Before going further perhaps it would 
be well if we would define just what we mean by the term "Masonry". We all know that 
there are many definitions of "Masonry", all of them valid, all of them sound, but when 
I use the term I mean by Masonry that philosophy of life, which dates not from the 
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founding of the Grand Lodge of England in 1717, not from even the middle ages, when 
our ancient operative Brethren erected tremendous and beautiful edifices that still 
stand as monuments to their craft and skill, but I am speaking of the principles which 
have been distilled in the experience of mankind from his very beginning. Those 
principles which, time and time again, have served to support and lift up man when he 
has fallen victim to his own feeble inadequacies. Those principles which have been 
tested and tried and found to be good. 

We, in Canada, have come through a tremendous era of progress, moving forward 
in the last few decades with our technological and industrial achievements at a pace 
which man never dreamed possible. Yet, in spite of all these achievements, we are 
somewhat like the elderly couple, who, having reached the point in life where they are 
financially comfortable and secure, suddenly realize that somehow they are not as 
happy as they thought they would be. Somewhere down the line something went 
wrong. Somehow all this material wealth and accomplishment has not brought what 
we expected. We are unhappy because we realize that in our exciting rush forward 
there are still those who know poverty and disease; still those who somehow have been 
by-passed and are lacking in the comforts most of us regard as necessities. We are 
beginning to realize that the wonderful world about us, with its wild life and its wild 
places, is becoming tainted and destroyed by too much progress too fast. We realize 
that there are still parts of our world where man hates man, and seeks each others 
destruction. Yes, my Brethren, we feel that something has gone wrong, and we are 
distressed and unhappy because we didn't think it would turn out that way. 

The realization that all is not well is accompanied, it is true, with distress, violence 
and upheaval as we look about for a solution. And there are almost as many solutions 
as there are Masons. Each of us has his own opinion and many voice it with 
determination. There are those in this world who would destroy all the institutions and 
guidelines that have served so well in the past, and start all over again. The fallacy is that 
they haven't decided yet what should replace those institutions which they would 
destroy. These institutions of which I speak, and which these so-called "Liberation 
groups" would destroy, are our churches, our educational system, our judicial structure 
and our system of free enterprise, or in more modern jargon, the "Establishment". 

We, as Masons, have principles which we hold very dear — a belief in a Supreme 
Being, the brotherhood of man, the care and protection of our widows and orphans, the 
love of country, our respect for law and order, our ideals of Honour, Integrity and 
Morality — would you change one of them? I say to you that these principles have served 
us well — they have served to bring forth the good in man — to inspire him to better 
serve his country and his fellowman; they have served as an ideal to strive towards. How 
can we look up or strive upward if it isn't toward something — a goal. 

But Masonry has more than just a goal to inspire. It gives us the tools with which to 
build a better life — the guide lines by which, if we will but follow them, we can become 
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better citizens in our community, better husbands and fathers, and more 
compassionate brothers to those in need. One of the greatest sins of Masonry today is 
its permissiveness. We, as Masons, have over the years let down the bars and have 
gradually permitted our standards to be lowered. There is no doubt in my mind that 
Masonry has suffered in recent years from the fact that we have not insisted upon the 
high quality of our petitioners. We have become too involved in the "Members Game", 
seeking more members rather than more quality. We have forgotten or pushed aside 
that fundamental purpose of Masonry — to take good men and to make them better. It 
is not enough, my Brethren, in investigating a petitioner, to take the negative approach 
and say that because we find nothing wrong with a man he is then qualified to join our 
ranks. Rather, we should ask ourselves, "What will this petitioner contribute to our 
Fraternity?". If the answer is "Nothing", then he is not the kind of man Masonry needs.  

Masonry teaches by precept and example.  But, are we teaching by these means, my 
Brethren? Our precepts are still as valid as they ever were, but unfortunately our 
example is far from adequate. No longer are Masons held in the high esteem that they 
were 75, 50 or even 25 years ago. Why? Whose fault is it? It's yours — yours and mine — 
for not seeing that the standards of our Order are properly maintained. For lowering 
the bars and permitting those to enter who are not qualified, and for permitting others 
to remain in our ranks after they have proven themselves unworthy. And, my Brethren, 
we shall not again regain the public respect and esteem which Masonry so rightly 
deserves until we do something to set our house in order. It is often said that silence is 
golden. But this is not always true, my Brethren. Sometimes it is more cowardly to 
remain silent, when the situation demands the loud voice of leadership. You Brethren, 
members of the greatest Fraternity the world has ever known, must speak out — must 
answer that call and provide the leadership that the lodges are so desperately needing. 

There are many things that we need to consider in our search for the answer to this 
perplexing problem. Some have suggested that Masons participate more actively in 
political and national issues; some have suggested modernizing our ritual and other 
ceremonies; some feel that our lodge rooms should be used more actively by others, 
and still others contend that the answer to our problem is more leadership training and 
education. 

In closing, may I make this final observation. Masonry, in its final analysis, is a very 
personal thing, founded upon the dignity of the individual and his relationship, as an 
individual, to his God and his fellowman. Instead of trying to make Masonry conform to 
the modern world, or to anything else, I suggest that each of us, as Masons, try the 
obvious solution of practicing what we preach and teach. Let us keep Masonry intact, 
and let us encourage and teach our brothers, from the smallest lodges on up, to spread 
the principles of Masonry through our daily lives. 

This is the challenge of Masonry today — and it is an exciting and hopeful one. We 
Masons can be, and must be, an important and forceful influence in the future. Let us 
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then, by practicing what we teach, have a part in the great soul-searching and eventually 
in a better, happier and rewarding world. 

M.W. Bro. George Edward Turner, 
Grand Master 
 


