Ontario Masons

Bruce Brown Foster, B.S.A.

Grand Master 1969 - 1971 of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of
Canada in the Province of Ontario

Photo from the Grand Lodge

(1906 - 1992)
Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern.

Bruce Brown Foster was born on June 24, 1906, on a farm in North Cayuga
Township, Haldimand County, Ontario. He was one of three sons and a daughter born
to George Anderson Foster (1859 - 1938), and Florence Hannah Jack (1870 - 1948). He
received his elementary schooling in Decewsville and attended High School in Cayuga,
graduating with marks and skills to permit him entry into the Ontario Agricultural
College at Guelph. He graduated in 1928 with a B.S.A. degree. Mr. Bruce Foster attended
the Ontario College of Education (1928 - 1929) and graduated as a teacher. He started his
teaching career at Ridgetown High and Agricultural Vocational School where he taught
Science and Physical Education. This later became the Ridgetown High School. His skill
as a teacher and administrator was recognized when he was promoted to be the
Principal in 1959.

On August 10, 1938, he married Marion Cassels Forbes (1906 - 1998). She was born

in Bathgate, Scotland. They met as she was teaching home economics in the Ridgetown
School. They had a daughter, Gayle, and a son, David.
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The family were members of the Mount Zion Presbyterian Church in Ridgetown
where he contributed his bass voice to its choir.

He was active in the community and was an active member and President (in 1936)
of the Ridgetown Rotary Club.

M.W. Bro. Bruce Brown Foster died on February 6, 1992. He is interred at
Greenwood Cemetery in Ridgetown. The monument marking his final resting place
includes an engraved Square and Compasses.

There is a portrait of M.\W. Bruce B. Foster displayed in the Chatham Masonic
Temple, and also one in Howard Lodge, No. 391, Ridgetown.

Masonic Career

Mr. Bruce Brown Foster was initiated into Freemasonry in St. John's Lodge, No. 35
GRC, Cayuga, on April 21, 1927, while he was still attending the Ontario Agricultural
College. He affiliated with Howard Lodge No. 391 GRC, Ridgetown, in 1930 when he
moved there to start his career as a teacher. He served as Worshipful Master of Howard
Lodge No. 391in 19309.

He was elected as District Deputy Grand Master of Chatham District for the term of
1943 through 1944. In his report to Grand Lodge as DDGM he spoke of the high calibre
of degree work being done and the sincerity of those doing the work. As a teacher, he
considered it his duty to urge lodges to provide Masonic Education and he provided
encouragement to all the lodges in Chatham District. He was pleased to note that lodges
are in an excellent financial position due to an increasing number of candidates, lodges
paying off debts quickly, and lodges placing surplus funds in bonds.

He became a long-contributing member of the Board of General Purposes from
1947 to 1967 and served as Chairman of Masonic Education from 1955 to 1960. He was
also Chairman of the Committee on the Condition of Masonry from 1960 to 1967. And
he was a member of the Committee on Benevolence from 1954 to 1969. He was elected
as Deputy Grand Master in Canada’s Centennial year of 1967 and continued in that office
until 1969.

He was elected our 54th Grand Master in July of 1969 and served until 1971.

He was appointed as Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of England.
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In Capitular Masonry he was exalted in Erie Chapter, No. 73 GRC, Ridgetown in 1932,
and served as First Principal in 1938. He was elected as Grand Superintendent of St. Clair
District for the 1940 term

He was a member of the Royal City Lodge of Perfection (1928), Guelph Chapter of
Rose Croix (1929) and Moore Sovereign Consistory (1930). When the Chatham Lodge of
Perfection was formed in 1950, he was a charter member and served as T. P. G. M. in
1955. He was also a charter member of Kent Chapter of Rose Croix in 1957. He was
elected as an Honorary Inspector General 33° of Supreme Council in 1957.

He was a member of Mocha Temple, London, A.A.O.N.M.S. and twice was President
of the Kent County Shrine Club, in 1938 and again in 1963. He was a member of the
Royal Order of Jesters.

M.W. Bro. Foster enjoyed the privilege of being able to initiate his son, David, in
Howard Lodge No. 391, Ridgetown, on January 2, 1967, and his son-in-law, Bro. Allan G.
Anderson, in 1968. Howard Lodge No. 391 and Highgate Lodge No. 336 amalgamated on
November 12, 2016, to form Hiram Lodge No. 336, in Ridgetown.

At the time of his death, he had accepted honourary membership in 22 other lodges.
As Grand Master

In his first Address, our 54th Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Foster, had the sad task of
announcing the passing of two Past Grand Masters. M.W. Bro. T. Hamilton Simpson
died in 1969 and was recognized as ‘the Dean of our Past Grand Masters’ because he
served as Grand Master in 1947 - 1949 and, at twenty years as a Past Grand Master, was
the longest lived Past Grand Master at that time. M.W. Bro Treleaven served as Grand
Master in 1961 - 1963. He was one of the founders and first President of The Masonic
Foundation of Ontario.

Two important matters of concern to the financial situation of lodges attracted the
attention of Grand Master Foster. There was a new provincial assessment of the value
of land, and lodge buildings assessments were increasing which would mean a
significant change in the taxes owed by lodges. This was being raised with the Ontario
Ministry of Finance by Grand Lodge. There was also a White Paper on taxation issued
by the Federal Government which would change the tax rate on investments. All Grand
Lodges in Canada were raising their concerns with the government.

M.W. Bro. Foster acknowledged the world around us by pointing to pollution and
dissent. He commented that the word pollution is usually applied to garbage,
automobile exhaust, and water pollution. He applied it as well to “the insidious pollution
of our language, the stage, and the screen.” M.W. Bro. Foster reminded us that we
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believe in a free country where dissent is legal as long as dissenters obey the law of the
land; but dissent outside of the law has become accompanied by violence and
destruction. “As individuals, each must think seriously of his contribution to the
maintenance of a free society under the law. We do not have to shout from the house
tops but we should quietly lend our full and active support to all that is good in our
society. .. I am convinced that our appeal to the youth of today is based on our public
image. We must keep trying to present ourselves in the very best light possible. Our
members must continue to be leaders in religious and civic life. We must narrow the
gap between what we profess and what we do.”

The Grand Secretary, R W. Bro. Ewart Gladstone Dixon, retired at the end of March
1971. He started in the office of Grand Secretary on April 1, 1937, meaning he served in
that office for thirty-four years. M.W. Bro. Brown, with the concurrence of the Past
Grand Masters, conferred the title of Past Grand Master (Hon.) and Grand Secretary
Emeritus on M.W. Bro. Ewart G. Dixon.

At the end of his last Address, M.\W. Bro. Foster turned his attention to the practices
within our lodges. He encouraged that lodges reach out to those about to be suspended
for non-payment of dues to understand why this was happening, and to make
arrangements to bring those members to lodge meetings. He asserted it is important to
continue Masonic education for years by giving new Master Masons duties to perform.
“This practice of brotherhood is essential to the maintenance of a happy and healthy
fraternity.” It is through these actions that “we illustrate the fact that our Fraternity stand
for the belief in the universal brotherhood of man under the fatherhood of God.”

As Past Grand Master

M.W. Bro. Bruce Brown Foster enjoyed the position of Past Grand Master for twenty
years.

When M.W. Bro. Norman E. Byrne announced the passing of M.\W. Bro. Foster in
1992, he added: “He was always ready with a warm smile to provide wise counsel and
advice to our Grand Lodge over the balance of his life. We shall miss his cheery
countenance and remember with affection his life, as an example of everything a Mason

should be.”

After the death of M.\W. Bro. Foster, the Masons of Chatham District created the
Bruce B. Foster Memorial Foundation. The Foundation delivers bursaries to deserving
and financially challenged students within Chatham District. Funds have been received
through several large bequests, some recurring regular donors, and by appeals at the
funeral for Masons in Chatham District. The committee leading the Foundation is
usually able to deliver 5 or 6 grants of money each year.
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