Ontario Masons

Hon. Justice Russell Williams Treleaven, QC, DLS (Hon.)

Grand Master (1961 - 1963) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons
of Canada in the Province of Ontario

Photo from the Grand Lodge

(1887 - 1970)
Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern.

Russell Williams Treleaven was born in London, Ontario, on February 23, 1887, the
son of Rev. R. J. Treleaven of the Methodist Church of Canada. He had four brothers:
Freeman, Harold, Morley, and Kirwan, and one sister, Sarah Grace Lillian Treleaven.
Russell Williams attended public schools in Aylmer and Brantford and went on to
Central Collegiate in Hamilton and Parkdale Collegiate, Toronto. As a young man he
was the winner of three Public Speaking Contests: two in the Methodist Young Men's
Association in Toronto and one in the Canadian Club, Hamilton.

Russell W. Treleaven began articling in the law firm of Biggar & Treleaven in
Hamilton. Sanford D. Biggar was a noted barrister who entered municipal politics and
became Mayor of Hamilton in 1905. The Treleaven’ of the law firm was Freeman F.
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Treleaven, the older brother of Russell Treleaven. Freeman Treleaven also entered
municipal politics and was Mayor of Hamilton for both 1926 and 1927. Russell
Treleaven was accepted to attend Osgoode Hall to complete his studies in the law. He
graduated in 1913, and at the time this was not considered as graduation with an
academic degree. Russell W. Treleaven was called to the bar in 1914, joining his
brothers Freeman and Kirwan as barristers. They formed the law firm of Treleaven &
Treleaven. Success and recognition followed as Russell W. Treleaven was appointed a
Kings Counsel in 1937. This was followed by an appointment as a Justice of the
Supreme Court of Ontario in 1946, from where he retired in 1961.

Public concern regarding cancer, and enthusiasm for unorthodox treatments and
remedies, led to the Provincial Government setting up a Commission for the
Investigation of Cancer Remedies in 1938. The Commission continued its work for
more than two decades. The Hon. Justice Russell Treleaven was a member of the
Commission and served as Chairman.

Russell W. Treleaven was active in local community affairs and municipal politics
and unsuccessfully ran in the 1935 Hamilton Mayoralty race. Russell W. Treleaven
held the office of Hamilton Controller, being responsible for supporting the Works,
Railroad, Legislation and Reception, Industrial, and Publicity Committees of the City
Council. He served as a Trustee of the Hamilton Board of Education for ten years,
leading it as Chairman in 1942.

He was a founder and served as the first President of the Hamilton Optimists Club
in 1925; later becoming the District Governor. Russell W. Treleaven was twice
president of The Hamilton Automobile Club, in 1926 and again in 1944, after serving for
many years as a Director of the Club. He was also a Director of The Ontario Motor
League.

Russell W. Treleaven, the son of a minister in the Methodist Church, followed that
example and was active in the Methodist Church. He was elected to each General
Conference until Church Union in 1925 and was one of the Committee of Forty which
negotiated the union of the United and Methodist Churches. Then he continued
active participation in the General Council of the new United Church as well as being
Chairman of the Missionary and Maintenance Committee and Treasurer of the
Missionary and Maintenance Fund. His dedication and exemplary service were
recognized in 1956 he received the honorary degree of Doctor of Sacred Letters from
Victoria University, Toronto. This is the highest degree available to a layman in the
United Church's own university and is considered an academic degree. For the Hon.
Justice Treleaven, it was his first academic or university degree and received 43 years
after completing his studies at Osgoode Hall.

He married Grace Freeman (1886 - 1987, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Freeman of
Freeman, ON) on October 24, 1914, and they had a son William R. Treleaven (1924 -
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1972), of Freelton, and daughter Mary G. Treleaven (wife of Geoffrey W. Townend, 1910
- 1963), of Hamilton.

M. W. Bro. Russell William Treleaven died suddenly on January 14, 1970, in the
company of friends in Hamilton. Funeral services were held in Ryerson United
Church, Hamilton, on January 17, 1970. Grand Lodge was represented at the funeral by
M.W. Bros. B. B. Foster, J. A. Irvine, D. J. Gunn, and Grand Secretary E. G. Dixon, in
company with many members of the Board of General Purposes and of the Craft.

M.W. Bro. Russell Williams Treleaven is buried in Woodland Cemetery,
Burlington, in a family plot. A flat, engraved marker shows the final resting place of
our Grand Master. There are no Masonic symbols or designations on the marker.

Masonic Career

Mr. Russell Williams Treleaven was initiated into Acacia Lodge No. 61, Hamilton in
1919 and served as Worshipful Master in 1937.

M.W. Bro. Treleaven was elected as District Deputy Grand Master of Hamilton
District B in 1942. DDGM Treleaven reported that there were two divine services
during the year. These were held in the Scottish Rite Cathedral and were under the
auspices of the Masters' and Wardens' Association representing both Hamilton
Districts "A" and "B." He suggested that a strong Masters' and Wardens' Association
and also a similar Past Masters' Association are of great value in any District. He felt
that “frequent meeting together of the natural leaders of the Craft serves the important
purposes of creating enthusiasm and stimulating a desire for accurate and impressive
rendering of the various parts of the Ritual.”

R.W. Bro. Treleaven contributed to the activities of the Grand Lodge of Canada in
the Province of Ontario as the first editor of "The Grand Lodge Bulletin” which began
in October 1944.

R.W. Bro. Treleaven was elected to the Board of General Purposes from 1945 to
1951 during which time he served as Chairman of the Committee on Grievances and
Appeals. He was appointed as an honorary member of the Board from 1951 to 1959. He
was elected as Deputy Grand Master for the 1959 - 1960 and 1960 - 1961 terms.

M.W. Bro. Russell Williams Treleaven was elected the Grand Master of AF. & A. M
of Canada in the Province of Ontario for the 1961 - 1962 and 1962 - 1963 terms.

Four brethren of Acacia Lodge No. 61 rose by eminence to the position of Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario. They are: M.W. Bro.
Hugh Murray (Grand Master 1884 - 1886), M.W. Bro. William Hugh Wardrope (Grand
Master 1917 - 1919), M.W. Bro. Thomas Hamilton Simpson (Grand Master 1947 - 1949),
and M.W. Bro. Russell Williams Treleaven (Grand Master 1961 - 1963). It is also notable
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that M.W. Bro. Geo. N. Jackson, a Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba,
called Acacia Lodge No. 61 his Mother Lodge, and received a 50-year pin from the
lodge.

He was a member of the Murton Lodge of Perfection, Hamilton Sovereign Chapter
of Rose Croix and Moore Sovereign Consistory. He was coroneted as an Honorary 33°
in 1960.

He was made a member of the Royal Order of Scotland in 1960.

M.W. Bro. Treleaven was initiated in Hamilton Chapter No. 175, Royal Arch
Masons. When he was Grand Master, he was exalted to the Holy Royal Arch Degree
by M. Ex. Companion Charles Emmett, Grand First Principal, and the Officers of Grand
Chapter. The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada in the Province of
Ontario granted him the honorary rank of Past First Principal on April 23, 1963.

M.W. Bro. Treleaven was appointed as the representative of the Grand Lodge of
British Columbia near our Grand Lodge.

As Grand Master

M.W. Bro. Russell Williams Treleaven, our 50th Grand Master, had the sad duty to
announce the death of Past Grand Master M.\W. Bro. James Patterson Maher. His
passing meant the loss to our Grand Lodge of six of its Past Grand Masters within the
short space of two years. Grand Master Treleaven eulogized M.W. Bro. Maher by
saying “We greatly miss him, but his influence will long be felt.” He concluded by
quoting verse from Henry Wadsworth Longfellow:

"For when a good man dies,
For years beyond our ken,

The light he leaves behind him,
Falls upon the paths of men."

Grand Master Treleaven reminded officers of lodges contemplating the erection
of new lodge buildings or structural changes in existing premises should always keep
in mind the necessity of having their plans approved by the Grand Lodge Advisory
Committee on Lodge Buildings. He found it necessary to direct that a reprimand be
administered in open lodge, to two members of the local building committee of a
lodge, for proceeding with the construction of a building which did not meet with the
approval or requirements of the Grand Lodge Committee.

M.W. Bro. Treleaven enjoyed an outstanding event in his Mother Lodge, Acacia
Lodge No. 61. At a meeting, assisted by M.\W. Bros. T. H. Simpson and C. M. Pitts, the
Deputy Grand Master and other Grand Lodge Officers, M.\W. Bro. Treleaven occupied
the Master's chair when his son was initiated into Masonry.
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When he attended the Conference of North American Grand Masters and Grand
Secretaries, he observed that “the problem that was uppermost in the minds of all the
representatives this year was that of a falling-off in attendance at lodge meetings and a
similar falling-off in membership. There was much discussion of the reasons for this
condition; numerous suggestions were made for its solution but in the end the
discussion always seemed to return to the necessity of strong, vigorous, efficient and
dedicated leadership by the Master of the local lodge and by those associated with
him as Past Masters and Officers. No lodge can be successful under indifferent
leadership.”

1963 was the first complete year in which our Grand Secretary and staff occupied
our Grand Lodge Memorial Building on King Street in Hamilton. Grand Master
Treleaven was pleased that he, and the Grand Secretary, and the entire secretarial staff
are able to work under conditions so comfortable, uncrowded and attractive. “During
the year very many Masons of our own Jurisdiction and other Jurisdictions have come
to inspect the building. We have had visitors from West Germany, Australia, South
Africa, England, and many United States Grand Lodges. Favorable comment has
invariably been made, particularly with reference to the Memorial feature of the
building.”

The image of Freemasons, particularly with respect to the wearing of identification
badges, was a concern to Grand Master Treleaven. He explained: “T would prefer, if
they are used, they should only be used in the banquet room but. if used, they should
identify the member in a dignified way by his Masonic rank and his surname.” In a
similar vein he expressed concern about the Veteran Jubilee Medal. He explained:
“The vast majority of the recipients, because of their advanced years, seldom attend
lodge and have practically no opportunity to wear the medal. I recommend the
adoption of suitable lapel buttons in place of medals, pins and bars, except the
William Mercer Wilson Medal, and that the incoming Grand Master appoint a
committee to select suitable designs and procure the lapel buttons for immediate
use.

The Veteran Jubilee Medal has its own history for which five Grand Masters have
been responsible. It takes its origin from the Communication of Grand Lodge held at
London in 1928, when M.W. Bro. John S. Martin, Grand Master 1927 - 1928, presented
those Past Masters who had attained the age of seventy years with a small
commemorative jewel, examples of which are on display in the Grand Lodge Archives.

Citing this as his inspiration, M.W. Bro. Frank Armitage Copus, Grand Master 1933-
1934, recommended the issue of a Veteran Jubilee Medal to honour all members of the
Craft upon completion of fifty years of uninterrupted service. A special committee
was struck consisting of: M.\W. Bro. R. B. Dargavel; Past Grand Master, R W. Bros. W.M.
Logan, Grand Secretary and W.J. Moore, Chairman. The medal was authorized in 1935.
It was withdrawn in 1963 on the recommendation of M.\W. Bro. Russell Williams
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Treleaven, Grand Master 1961 - 1963, and temporarily revived in 1971 by M.W. Bro.
Bruce Brown Foster, Grand Master 1969-1971. M.W. Bro. Terence Shand, Grand Master
2001 - 2003, authorized the restoration of the Veteran Jubilee Medal in 2003, as a
medal specially designed and authorized by Grand Lodge. It may be worn in a Lodge.

As Grand Master Treleaven concluded each of his annual Addresses, he asked
“Has Freemasonry any worthwhile contribution to make today?”

He answered the question by observing: “Obviously the world's difficulties will not
be solved overnight nor will they be solved by Institutions or even by Governments
until there is a change in the hearts of men.”

He continued by declaring that Freemasonry “stands for belief in the Fatherhood
of God and the Brotherhood of man. Most important of all, it is based upon a belief in
a loving Providence figuratively referred to by us as The Great Architect of the
Universe. I emphasize the word Universe. Do you believe that a loving Providence
has brought our world, even though it be but a tiny fragment of the Universe, to the
point of development where it shelters men who have the religious capacity to know
and worship Him, the giver of every good and perfect gift, only to have it and them
shattered by a few atomic or hydrogen bombs? I, for one, as a Mason, believing in the
Fatherhood of God, refuse to believe He will allow it to happen.”

He concluded his term as Grand Master by reminding his audience that: “Here is
where Freemasonry can make a significant contribution. .. More than anything else
today the world yearns for that same kind of gentle healing influence at work in the
hearts of men. The Masonic Institution, though it be imperfect as an Institution, yet
dares to affirm that the way to change human systems is to change human lives.”

His final statement was to quote from the poem Brotherhood by Edwin
Markham: “The crest and crowning of all good, Life's final star is Brotherhood.”

As Past Grand Master

He was the first President of the Masonic Foundation of Ontario and served from
1964 to 1968.

At the time of his death M.W. Bro. Treleaven was the Chairman of the Committee
on Foreign Correspondence.
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