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Harry Laishley Martyn, BA, BPaed 

Grand Master (1957 – 1959) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 

 

Photo from the Grand Lodge 

(1896 – 1976) 

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern. 

Harry Laishley Martyn was born November 13, 1896, in the community of Ripley, in 
Bruce County, Ontario. He served in the Royal Navy during World War I and was 
stationed for a time in Scotland. His service in WWI is noted on war memorial in front 
of the Township Hall on Queen Street in Ripley, Ontario.   

 
After his military service he returned to Toronto and entered the University of 

Toronto, graduating with both BA and BPaed degrees. He was a teacher at the Pape 
Avenue Public School, Head Master of Essex School, Principal of Earl Kitchener School 
and Church Street School, all in Toronto. He became an Inspector of Public Schools 
for the City of Toronto. 
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In further community service he served as a director of the Toronto East General 

Hospital for many years. 
 
He married Jessie Dunbar Mercer (1897 – 1981) of Toronto on June 30, 1923.  They 

had two sons: Donald Murray (1926 – 2014) and John Walter (1930 – 2012), both of 
whom became doctors and members of St. Clair Lodge No. 577. A daughter, Jessie 
Grace Martyn, died at age 13.  The family were members of Riverdale Presbyterian 
Church.  

 
Harry Laishley Martyn died in Toronto on January 20, 1976.  His funeral was 

conducted by another Past Grand Master, M.W. Bro. William L. Wright, Archbishop of 
Algoma and Metropolitan of Ontario.  M.W. Bro. Wright was Grand Master 
immediately preceding M.W. Bro. Martyn. 

 
His body is interred in a family plot in Ripley Huron Cemetery.  His monument 

does not have Masonic identification on it. 
 
Masonic Career 
 
While stationed with the Royal Navy in Scotland, Mr. Harry Laishley Martyn was 

initiated into Leith and Canongate Lodge No. 5 SC, Edinburgh in 1918. After he came to 
Toronto, he was a charter member of St. Clair Lodge, No. 577 GRC, Thornhill in 1921 
and served as Worshipful Master in 1931. He was elected as DDGM of Toronto District 
C (1938) and first appointed to the Board of General Purposes in 1943. While on the 
Board of General Purposes he served as Chairman of Masonic Education, and Chair of 
the Committee on the Library.  Regarding Masonic Education he reported “over the 
years interest waxes and wanes.”  Two concerns were evident in his remarks.  First 
that one DDGM may promote Masonic Education, but the next does not sustain it.  
Secondly, that because of the large number of Initiations of men into Freemasonry – 
with 191 lodges having 10 or more Initiations in 1954 – there may not have been time 
for Masonic Education.  

 
M.W. Bro. Martyn chaired the Library Committee from 1944 to 1948.  Later it was 

noted that “under his Chairmanship the Library had acquired two of its most precious 
treasures: a copy of John Entick's revision of Anderson's Constitutions, dated 1767; and 
an Act passed by Cromwell's Third Parliament in 1656, declaring that any supporter of 
the Stuart cause was guilty of high treason.”  

 
He was elected as Deputy Grand Master (1955-1956 and 1956-1957).  As Deputy 

Grand Master he was an active member of the committee preparing for the 
celebrations of the centennial of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of 
Ontario.   
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He was elected Grand Master (1957-1958 and 1958-1959).  
 
In capitular Masonry he was exalted in the Royal Arch Chapter attached to Leith 

and Canongate Lodge during his time in Scotland. After his return to Canada, he 
affiliated with, and was a charter member of, St. Clair Chapter No. 75 GRC, Milton 
(1920) and served as First Principal in 1927. At Grand Chapter he was elected as Grand 
Principal Sojourner for 1952. In Knights Templary he was a member of Geoffrey de St. 
Aldemar Preceptory No. 2, Toronto and served as Presiding Preceptor for 1952. 

 
M.W. Bro. Martyn was a member of the Toronto Lodge of Perfection and served as 

T.P.G.M. 1948. He was coroneted as an Honorary Inspector General 33o in 1951. 
 
In 1930 he became a member of Rameses Shrine, Toronto.  In 1966 M.W. Bro. 

Martyn became a member of the Royal Order of Scotland. 
 
The following Lodges extended Honorary Life Membership in their Lodges to 

M.W. Bro. Martyn: Acacia Lodge No. 61, Hamilton; Wilson Lodge No. 86, Toronto; 
Cataraqui Lodge No. 92, Kingston; St. George Lodge No. 243, St. George; Orient Lodge 
No. 339, Toronto; Peel Lodge No. 468, Caledon East; Metropolitan Lodge No. 542, 
Toronto; Kilwinning Lodge No. 565, Toronto; Golden Fleece Lodge No. 607, Toronto; 
and Kroy Lodge No. 676, Thornhill. 

 
As Grand Master 
 
As the 48th Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Martyn shaped two aspects of Masonic effort 

in Ontario.  As Grand Master he established an Advisory Committee on Lodge 
Buildings.  We may infer that his career as a school inspector where he would be 
giving attention to the conditions of the classroom influenced this direction to Masons 
to give attention to the conditions of our meeting places.  This advisory committee 
produced two bulletins of “Requirements for Lodge Buildings”.  Over time the 
requirements and expectations for maintaining and making accessibility better in all 
buildings has led to changes in Provincial rules and regulations.  The Grand Lodge of 
Canada in the Province of Ontario continues to give attention today (2023 as this is 
written) to ensure the same focus as during the term of M.W. Bro. Martyn: “the 
comfort, convenience, and safety of lodge buildings”.   

 
His many years as a director of Toronto East General Hospital may have convinced 

him of the need for a new Blood Donors Committee which was created during his 
time as Grand Master.  The story of groups of Masons who volunteered to be available 
to donate blood when needed was well-known.  By 1947 the Blood Transfusion Service 
of the Canadian Red Cross was able to receive blood donations and store them for 
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later use.  The new Blood Donors Committee assisted with promoting Masons to sign-
up as regular donors.   

 
In the Grand Master’s Address for 1958, M.W. Bro. Martyn made particular note 

that the Masons of the teaching profession in Metropolitan Toronto had him as guest 
of honour at a dinner in June. More than 300 attended and noticeable at the left of the 
chairman was the Honourable, the Minister of Education, M.W. Bro. W. J. Dunlop 
(Grand Master 1937 – 1939). 

 
The brethren of Harry L. Martyn Lodge No. 696 commissioned a portrait of M.W. 

Bro. Martyn and presented it to him at a testimonial dinner held March 28th, 1974, at 
the Royal York Hotel.  At the testimonial dinner, M.W. Bro. William L. Wright – who 
preceded M.W. Bro. Martyn as Grand Master – “described Harry L. Martyn’s three 
outstanding attributes as Punctuality, Clarity of Thought, and a Phenomenal Memory”.  
M.W. Bro. John Irvine, then the Grand Secretary, called Harry L. Martin a ‘tower of 
strength’ and ‘fountain of all wisdom’.  The portrait is displayed at the York Masonic 
Temple. 

 
As Past Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Martyn remained active with Grand Lodge 

Committees including chairing the Committee on Fraternal Relations, and the 
Committee on Constitution and Laws for many years.  He was a founding Director of 
the Masonic Foundation of Ontario and served until his death.  He was the Custodian 
of the Work for fourteen years. 

 
The Grand Lodge of Alabama made M.W. Bro. Martyn an Honorary member of 

that Grand Lodge. 
 
M.W. Bro. Harry L. Martyn closed his address at the end of his term with this 

Masonic Benediction: "May no strife disturb thy days, nor sorrow disturb thy nights, 
and may the pillow of peace kiss thy cheek, and the pleasures of imagination attend 
thy dreams; and when length of years hath made thee tired of earthly joys, and the 
curtains of death close around the scene of thy existence, may the angels of God 
attend thy bed and take care that the expiring lamp of life shall not receive even one 
rude blast to hasten its extinction; and finally may the blessing of God wash thee free 
from all impurities and prepare thee to enter into the land of everlasting happiness." 

 
As Past Grand Master 
 
Harry L. Martyn Lodge No. 696 was constituted and consecrated on September 29, 

1959. The name was adopted to honour the 48th Grand Master M.W. Bro. Harry 
Laishley Martyn, whose term had just ended.  In 2023 Harry L. Martyn Lodge No. 696 
amalgamated with York Lodge No. 156. 
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M.W. Bro. Martyn served as the Custodian of the Work from 1959 until 1973. 
 
M.W. Bro. William L. Wright presented M.W. Bro. Martyn with a pin for 50-years 

as a Mason.     
 
In 1961, M.W. Bro. Laurence E. Eaton, Grand Master of Massachusetts, presented to 

M.W. Bro. Harry L. Martyn the Henry Price Medal. 
 
In 1966 M.W. Bro. Martyn was elected President of the Masonic Relief Association 

of the United States and Canada.  This Masonic service organization began in 1885 and 
coordinates the distribution of funds between Grand Lodges when requests are made 
in times of need such as recovery from natural disasters. 

 
In recognition of his Masonic work and effort, a Testimonial Dinner was hosted by 

the Toronto Districts and held on March 28, 1974, which raised $5,600 that was used to 
equip a room in his name at the Toronto East General Hospital. 
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