Ontario Masons

Most Reverend William Lockridge Wright, DD, DCL, LLD, Archbishop of Algoma and
Metropolitan of Ontario
Grand Master (1955 - 1957) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons
of Canada in the Province of Ontario

Photo from the Grand Lodge

(1904 - 1990)
Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern.

On September 8, 1904, William Lockridge Wright was born in the Rectory at
Roslin, Ontario. He was the eldest son of Rev. Canon John de Pencier Wright (1873 -
1937), who was serving as the Anglican priest in the parish, and Lucy Lockridge Wright
(1878 - 1920)

His great-grandfather, William Wright, was a Dublin land surveyor who came to
Montreal in 1842. The grandfather of our Grand Master, also named William, entered
the ministry and served as a missionary in the Diocese of Ontario. This William
married Sarah Josephine de Pencier, a granddaughter of Theodore de Pencier, a
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descendant of a French military family and one of the first land surveyors in Canada,
who in 1792 had surveyed St. Joseph Island - which became part of the Diocese of
Algoma - and the St. Mary’s River.

William Lockridge Wright was educated at the public schools at Lyn and Kingston,
Kingston Collegiate, Queen’s University and then the University of Toronto where he
graduated with a degree in Divinity in 1927.

William L. Wright was ordained in the Anglican Church as a Deacon in 1926, and
Priest in 1927, at St. George’s Cathedral, Kingston. He would serve as Curate at the
Church of St. George the Martyr in Toronto (1926 - 1928), then Tweed (1928 - 1932) and
Christ’'s Church, Hamilton (1932 - 1936). He was chosen as the Rector of St. Luke'’s Pro-
Cathedral in Sault Ste. Marie in 1940, and as Dean of Algoma in 1941.

In 1944 he was elected by the Synod of Algoma as the sixth Bishop of the Diocese
of Algoma and consecrated on May 30, 1944, in St. Luke's Pro-Cathedral, by the Most
Reverend C. A. Seager, D.D. Archbishop of Huron and Metropolitan of Ontario,
assisted by the Most Reverend A. U. de Pencier, O.B.E., D.D., formerly Bishop of New
Westminster and Metropolitan of British Columbia, together with the Bishops of
Moosonee, Ontario, Niagara, Ottawa and Northern Michigan and the Bishop Suffragan
of Toronto. He was installed as Bishop in the Pro-Cathedral on the same day. Bishop
William L. Wright was Algoma’s longest serving Bishop (1944 - 1974), surpassing even
George Thorneloe’s thirty-year record by some six months, and like him, serving as
Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ontario.

On April 20, 1955, the House of Bishops of the Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario
elected Bishop Wright as Metropolitan of the Province, and he was enthroned in St.
Luke's Cathedral, Sault Ste. Marie, (newly rebuilt following the disastrous fire of two
years before) on the 9th of June 1955. This was just prior to his installation as Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge AF. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario in July of
1955.

In 1941 he received the degree of Doctor of Divinity, jure dignitatis, from the
University of Toronto. In June of 1953 he received the D.C.L. degree from Bishop's
University.

A contemporary magazine account describes him as “A thorough Canadian, a fine
type of man’s man in stature, voice, ability and accomplishment.” Another account
proclaims: “His Grace is a tireless worker, and during his eleven years episcopate the
Diocese of Algoma has advanced steadily, striving to keep pace with the rapidly
expanding industrial development of the region, and at the same time working'
towards self support.”
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On July 30, 1936, he married Margaret Phoebe Clare (1907 - 1988), a graduate of the
University of Toronto and daughter of Rev. David Clare of Orillia. They had two sons
and two daughters: Clare, John, Peter and Jane.

In addition to his ecclesial duties, William L. Wright travelled widely on behalf of
the World Council of Churches. While at home he was a Director of the United Way.

Margaret Wright died on March 3, 1988, in Sault Ste. Marie. Grand Master Wright
died on January 19, 1990. The funeral service for Grand Master Wright was held in St.
Luke's Cathedral, Sault Ste. Marie, on Tuesday, January 23, 1990. The Very Rev. LL.
Robertson officiated at the funeral. Grand Master David C. Bradley led a group of
Grand Lodge officers and Masons who attended the funeral.

Both M.W. Bro. William Lockridge Wright and Margaret Wright are buried in the
West Korah Cemetery, Sault Ste. Marie. Their final resting place is marked by a large
white cross. There are no Masonic symbols or designations on the monument.

A photo-portrait of M.\W. Bro. William Lockridge Wright in the regalia of the
Grand Master is prominently in the lodge hall of Hatherly Lodge No. 625.

Masonic Career

While Reverend William Lockridge Wright was a priest in Tweed, Ontario, he was
initiated into Tweed Lodge No. 239 on November 26, 1929. Through several
amalgamations, Tweed Lodge No. 239 is continuing as Central Hastings Lodge No. 48
in Prince Edward District.

After his transfer to Hamilton he affiliated with The Barton Lodge, No. 6 Hamilton
on December 13, 1933, and, when he moved to Sault Ste. Marie he affiliated with
Hatherly Lodge No. 625 Sault Ste. Marie on April 17, 1942, and served as Worshipful
Master of Hatherly Lodge for three consecutive years of 1944, 1945 and 1946. His
obituary notice in the Annual Proceedings of 1990 note that “he was affiliated with 10
other Lodges”

M.W. Bro. Wright was appointed as Grand Chaplain in 1947. A year later, in 1948,
he was appointed to the Board of General Purposes. This was followed by elections to
continue on the Board for the 1952 - 1953 and 1953 - 1954 terms. He was elected as
Deputy Grand Master for the term 1953 - 1955.

In 1955 M.W. Bro. William Lockridge Wright was elected as Grand Master and
served from 1955 through 1957.

He was appointed as the Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of England
near our Grand Lodge.
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He was a member of Algonquin Royal Arch Chapter No. 102 GRC, Sault Ste. Marie.

M.W. Bro. William Lockridge Wright was a member of the Lodge of Perfection and
a member and Most Wise Sovereign of the Chapter of Rose Croix, in Sault Ste. Marie.
He was a member of Moore Sovereign Consistory, Hamilton. He was coroneted as an
Honorary Inspector General 33° in 1953 and crowned as an Active Member in 1958.
He held the office of Grand Prior.

He was a member of the Royal Order of Scotland.
As Grand Master

M.W. Bro. William Lockridge Wright became Grand Master after the celebration
of the Centennial of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario. After
acknowledging the significance and joy of the celebration, he turned his attention to
the wider world. “Freemasonry in many parts of the world today enjoys prosperity. ...
In some countries where dictatorships had suppressed the Craft, there are Lodges
again at work. In many countries, however, Masonry is being persecuted by a form of
totalitarianism which is not necessarily materialistic in nature. This insidious attack is
all the more surprising when one considers the moral objectives which have from
time immemorial characterized Freemasonry. The political and social ramifications of
the forms of Government in other countries which are contrary to our democratic
way of life have placed formidable obstacles in the way of Freemasonry. Our brethren
need our sympathy, understanding, and beneficent assistance in these lands. This is a
primary and fundamental challenge to the spirit of true brotherhood.”

Continuing with the theme of a challenge, he added: “Entering upon a new century
of Masonic endeavour fresh emphasis must be placed upon those qualities of heart
and mind characteristic of true Masonry. Possibly our greatest danger of the present
time is the possession of Masonic respectability. Commendable as it may appear to
show an ever-increasing membership, more commodious temples, and substantial
financial reserves, the main function of our being of making "good men and true" must
never be obliterated. .. In the rapidly-changing social structure which surrounds us,
complacency may become Masonry's deadliest foe. ..we have a great responsibility in
demonstrating that Freemasonry is a constructive force in all that is good.”

Grand Master Wright was simultaneously the highest-ranking leader in Masonry,
and the highest-ranking leader in the Anglican Church in Ontario. His comments
regarding the importance of attending public worship and respecting the solemnity of
Sunday as “a day for worship and relaxation.” He disapproved of Masonic events
being held on Sundays, nor the holding of Temple Corporation meetings on Sunday,
nor the holding of Sunday degree practices.

As Grand Master he was asked on many occasions about holding Masonic funeral
ceremonies at the graveside. He offered a personal observation, and not a ruling, that
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the final rites of the Church should take precedence. He asked: “Would we not better
serve our Fraternity and our fellow man by meeting quietly the previous evening and
conducting the Masonic Service, leaving the Service of Committal entirely to the
Church?”

Many previous Grand Masters made comments and rulings calling for consistency
in the ritual and ceremonies of Masonry by the lodges in the jurisdiction. Significant
efforts were made to educate DDGMs, Worshipful Masters, and all Masons, in the
proper way to confer degrees and conduct ceremonies of installation and investiture.
M.W. Bro. Wright took time in his Address to “insist that Masters and all others, to
whom are intrusted the observance of our Landmarks, usages, customs and
ceremonies shall see that they and all others who may come under their control or
direction, shall strictly conform to our ritual and ceremonies, offering no excuse for
any deviation therefrom.” He specifically repeated the concerns of M.\W. Bro. Hearn
regarding the Installation Ceremony being abbreviated. M.W. Bro. Wright asked: "May
I have your co-operation and assistance in our joint determination to maintain, pure
and unsullied, all that has been so safely guarded and handed down to us from
generation to generation?” He added: “Masons should ever bear in mind that the
Ritual is not for the entertainment of the brethren but for their instruction, mental and
moral advancement.”

A specific request had been made of the Grand Master to allow recording of the
musical part of the ritual for use when an organist was not available. Grand Master
Wright responded with a ruling: "No recordings of the musical part or any other parts
of our ritual or other ceremonies can be permitted".

Personal experience prompted Grand Master Wright to appeal to his audience to
stay in contact with “shut-in: members and their dependents. He appealed to
members and visiting committees to call and make a friendly visit. “If you go on your
own you will find that they will be pleased and grateful just to know that someone is
interested in them, and you will derive so much pleasure and satisfaction out of a visit
of this kind.”

Concerns about finding adequate space for the administrative offices of the Grand
Lodge had been raised for a while. M.\W. Bro. Wright gave voice to those concerns by
saying “Our present quarters are not worthy of the prestige which this Grand Lodge
occupies throughout North America.” He appointed a special committee to act
towards the establishment of Grand Lodge offices. This culminated several years later
with the opening of the Grand Lodge building on King Street in Hamilton.

Respect for the space used by individual lodges was also addressed. A procedure
has been in place in our jurisdiction for the dedication of a lodge room for Masonic
purposes. Grand Master Wright was disappointed that a lodge occupied its new
premises before dedication and without the permission of the Grand Master. M.W.
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Bro. Wright issued a ruling: “A Lodge cannot occupy or use new or remodeled or
extended premises before dedication of same without the permission of the Grand
Master.”

As his term as Grand Master came to a close, M\W. Bro. William L. Wright
apologized that he had not been able to visit every District in the jurisdiction. He
observed: “The plain fact is there were not sufficient days in each month to meet both
Episcopal and Masonic engagements.”

At the beginning of his tenure Grand Master Wright spoke of the world around us.
During his term of office, he provided guidance and encouragement. “The paramount
issue of humanity in our time is a moral one. What is the best contribution which the
Masonic Fraternity can make toward a general uplift of morality? Obviously,
Freemasons must first instil within themselves the duty of personal, moral
improvement, so that they may live as good examples. The great need in Masonry is
individual interest in the interpretation of our symbols and individual development of
love for a Masonic way of living. Only by reconstructing our individual faith in the
principles of Masonry can we best contribute to the powerful influence of our
Fraternity. This thought has been uppermost in my thinking and speaking as I have
come to you on various occasions.”

His final words in his Address as Grand Master looked to the future. “I believe the
genius of Masonry is that it has lived as an influence for good down through the years
because it represents a method of living that is based on those principles of truth and
right that we are assured will abide forever. Though we may be discouraged in the
discordant suspicions of our time on the world scene, we should never abandon our
faith in the eternal truth that the promises of God are true.”

Grand Master Wright added: "My brethren, the things we believe and live by are
not only given vitality by men of strong character, but also by great institutions. High
on the list of these is the institution of Freemasonry. You have heard me say more
than once that Masonry is not a religion or is it a substitute for religion. Its teachings
do contain some profound religious truth and the Fraternity is composed of
thousands of religious men. But Masonry has no doctrinal creed; it has no system of
theology; it does not seek converts, and it is not primarily interested in the salvation of
men's souls within the framework of religion. But I have been convinced that a Mason
who understood and practised his obligations could find his loyalty to his Church
strengthened and his fidelity to his creed deepened. Similarly, the Mason who is loyal
to his Church, who worships regularly, assimilates the teachings of that Divine
Institution, will become a stronger and a better Mason. I urge all my brethren to
support their Church, and thereby acknowledge the Sovereignty of the Great Architect
of the Universe.”
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“With hearts filled with Thanksgiving for favours already received we look to the
future in hope and optimism. With our corporate life strengthened and our sense of
mission deepened, our Order will have a deeper and ever-increasing influence on the
nation.”

As Past Grand Master

Past Grand Master Wright was called to be the keynote speaker at the 150th
Anniversary of the Grand Lodge of New York in the Cathedral of St. John the Divine.
He preached the sermon at the Centenary Service of Thanksgiving for the One
Hundredth Anniversary of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska. M.W. Bro. Wright was
speaker at the Grand Secretaries' Conference in Washington in 1964, and the dinner at
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts at the celebration of the Festival of St. John the
Evangelist in 1970. Past Grand Master Wright also spoke at the Grand Master’s
Banquet for our Grand Lodge in 1967.

M.W. Bro. William L. Wright was in India for a meeting of the World Council of
Churches when he attended the inauguration of the new Grand Lodge of India, on
November 25, 1961, as the official representative of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the
Province of Ontario.

M.W. Bro. Bruce B. Foster noted in his Grand Master's Address for 1970 that “On
April 13, 1970, it was my pleasure to participate in the recognition of the Dean of our
Past Grand Masters, M.\W. Bro. Archbishop William L. Wright, as the "Citizen of the
Year" for Sault Ste. Marie. This recognition was sponsored by Lodge No. 1784 of B'nai
Brith. Many fitting tributes were paid to M.\W. Bro. W. L. Wright by several leading
citizens of the area as to his prowess and dedication in the many facets of his interest
in spiritual, community, provincial and national life. We congratulate B'nai Brith on
their annual tribute to community-minded men and to M.\W. Bro. Wright on his
selection this year.”

In 1980, M.W. Bro. William L. Wright was made an honourary member of the
Knights of Columbus.

Trinity College, Toronto, conferred on Archbishop William L. Wright the highest
honour the College can bestow by making him an Honourary Fellow of Trinity
College. Others who held this distinction included the Rt. Hon. Roland Michener,
former Governor General of Canada, and John B. Aird, former Lieutenant Governor of
Ontario.

The Grand Master’s apron that M.W. Bro. William L. Wright wore was refurbished
and worn by M.\W. Bro. Terence Shand (Grand Master 2001 - 2003).
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