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Joseph Alonzo Hearn 

Grand Master (1953 – 1956) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 

Photo from the Grand Lodge 

(1895 - 1969) 

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern. 

Joseph Alonzo Hearn was born on a farm near Markdale, in Grey County, Ontario 
on March 24, 1895.  

His parents were second-generation Canadians. The family moved to Toronto 
when Joseph A. Hearn was the age of ten.  Just out of high school, he made probably the 
most important step of his life by joining the Ford empire and forming a connection 
with one of their leading dealerships in Toronto. 
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He was transferred to Montreal for a time but returned to Toronto.  In 1917 he 
became the owner of Riverdale Garage, one of the largest Ford dealerships in the city.  
The company evolved and became a Lincoln-Mercury-Meteor dealership in 1946.   

Joseph A. Hearn demonstrated leadership as he served as the President of the 
Toronto Auto Dealers’ Association and also President of the Federation of Automobile 
Dealer Associations of Canada. He was an active member of the Toronto Board of Trade, 
Canadian Chamber of Commerce and the Canadian Manufacturers Association. 

With a dedication to community service, he was an active Kiwanian and President 
of the Riverdale Club.   He was a member of the Granite Club, and the Big Brother 
Movement. 

While in Montreal he met and married Victoria May Kent (1889 – 1983) in 1917. They 
did not have children. 

In religion the couple were staunch members of the United Church of Canada, and 
Joseph A. Hearn was a member of the Administrative Board of St. James-Bond United 
Church in North Toronto. 

M.W. Bro. Hearn suffered a stroke in March of 1967.  He did not recover from it and 
after a lengthy illness, he died at the Scarboro General Hospital on December 25, 1968.  
He is interred at Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Toronto.  A plaque marks the final resting 
place of both M.W. Bro. Hearn and his wife Victoria; there are Christian symbols but no 
Masonic inscriptions.   

A large-as-life portrait of M.W. Bro. Joseph Alonzo Hearn in the regalia of a Grand 
Master is displayed in the lodge room of Doric Lodge No. 424 in Ajax.   

Masonic Career 

Mr. Joseph Alonzo Hearn was initiated into Royal Arthur Lodge No. 85 GRQ, 
Montreal in 1923. (dates to be confirmed, email sent to GL of Quebec December 18, 2024) 

On his return to Toronto he received, by courtesy from Canada Lodge No. 532, the 
degrees of F.C. and M.M. (to be confirmed) 

He affiliated with Canada Lodge No. 532 on October 10, 1923, and became its 
Worshipful Master in 1930.  (confirmed with Robert Kliaman) 

When he was Grand Master, his Mother Lodge (Royal Arthur Lodge No. 84, GRQ) 
elected him as an Honorary Life Member with full privileges. M.W. Bro. Hearn 
commented: “This is an honour which I will prize very highly.” 

Choosing not to pursue the role of District Deputy Grand Master, he successfully 
stood for election as Grand Junior Warden in 1937.  In 1944 he sought further office and 
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was elected to the Board of General Purposes.  While on the Board he served on the 
Audit and Finance Committee, and the Benevolence Committee.  

M.W. Bro. Hearn was a Past President of the Toronto Past Masters' and Wardens' 
Association.   

He was elected Deputy Grand Master for the 1951 - 1952 and 1952 - 1953 terms.   

In 1953 M.W. Bro. Joseph Alonzo Hearn was elected Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario for the 1953 - 1954 and 1954 - 
1955 terms. 

Acacia Lodge No. 61, Hamilton, welcomed M.W. Bro. Hearn for a visit and presented 
him with an Honourary Life Membership.   

While he was Grand Master, he was invited to a meeting of Orient Chapter No. 79 
Royal Arch Masons when the degree of an Honorary Past First Principal was conferred. 

He progressed in the Scottish Rite to Moore Consistory and the 32°. 

He was appointed to the role of Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of Illinois 
near the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

Beyond our own Grand Lodge M.W. Bro. Hearn served as President of the Masonic 
Relief Association of the United States and Canada for 1950 and 1951. 

As Grand Master 

The 46th Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario, 
M.W. Bro. Joseph Alonzo Hearn, shared in his Address: “that our membership has 
reached a new high in numbers; our financial condition is sound; new lodges are being 
formed; new lodge temples are being erected and others are completely overhauling 
their present places of meeting.” 

He devoted his term as Grand Master to the preparations and celebrations of the 
Centennial Anniversary of the Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of 
Ontario.   

As Grand Masters have done before him, he used his annual Address to admonish 
and direct the brethren of the jurisdiction.  Due to recent fire damage to several Masonic 
buildings, he directed that a questionnaire be provided for the use of the District Deputy 
Grand Masters in inspecting lodge premises in their district and in reporting on same.   

In turning to the ritual and ceremonies of Masonry, Grand Master Hearn 
admonished the Worshipful Masters who allow short-cuts in conferring degrees such 
as obligating more than one candidate at a time, or “adding certain dramatics” in the 
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conferring of degrees.  He sternly served “due notice now to all Worshipful Masters 
present and future, that this Grand Lodge will not countenance any deviation from the 
manner laid down in conferring degrees or in the installation ceremonies by the 
Custodian of the Work.”   

M.W. Bro. Hearn continued the concern expressed by prior Grand Masters 
regarding the practice of having dual or joint installations and investitures of lodge 
officers.  He asserted “The ceremony of installation is a yearly affair and an important 
one in the life of the lodge. Where more than one lodge is involved the ceremony loses 
its impressiveness ; it is an impersonal affair.”  M.W. Bro. Hearn ruled that the 
Worshipful Master of the lodge must be installed according to the full ceremony of 
installation, without abridgement. 

Most of his attention as Grand Master, and the major success of his term of office, 
revolved on the celebration of the Centennial of the Grand Lodge.   

Part of the celebration was described as: “On Sunday, July 17 at 2:30 o'clock in the 
afternoon a Service of Thanksgiving was held in the Grand Stand, Exhibition Park 
Toronto, under the direction of our Deputy Grand Master, R.W. Bro. Archbishop W. L. 
Wright, D.D., D.C.L., at which over 29,000 members, their families and friends were in 
attendance. Our Grand Chaplain, R.W. Bro. Rev. H. G. Cleghorn assisted and Bro. Rev. 
W. Harold Young, M.A., D.D., delivered the Sermon "Mind the Light". Dr. Charles Peaker, 
Mus. D., F.R.C.O., presided at the organ and directed a choir of almost 200 voices. It was 
a most inspiring Service.” 

Grand Master Hearn welcomed distinguished guests from Grand Lodges in the 
British Isles, Canada, Australia and the United States who were admitted, announced by 
R.W. Bro. J. W. McKnight, P.G.S.W., conducted to the Altar, then proceeded to the dais 
where they were given seats of honour.  There were fifty-two delegations on the stage. 

In his address, M.W. Bro. Joseph A. Hearn shared “it may truly be said that goodness 
and mercy have followed us throughout the century now drawing to a close, a period 
that has seen a commencing membership of 40 Lodges grow to a present total of 596 
Lodges, our assets increase from a negligible amount to a present day total of over 
$1,000,000.00 and our total membership to a present total of over 132,000, a record 
for which we should be truly thankful and justly proud.” 

He added: “To me, in addition to the progress of our lodges, financially and 
numerically, is the awareness of our lodges to improve their accommodation. It was a 
heartwarming experience, as I travelled through the Province, to see brand new lodge 
buildings, extensive renovations of older buildings, and a general determination, even 
in the most remote areas, on the part of the brethren to keep abreast in the march of 
progress in Freemasonry.” 
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M.A. Bro. Hearn announced a written record of Masonic activities of the last 100 
years was being prepared. A book of over 300 pages, containing illustrations, pictures 
of Past Grand Masters, commentary on events of the past as well as the Centennial 
celebration was close to completion.  M. W. Bro. Maher, Centennial Chairman, 
confirmed that the advance sale is about 10,000 copies.  

In closing the celebrations, as well as his term as Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Hearn 
encouraged the audience with “as our Centenary passes into memory and is to be 
recorded in history, we should all turn our thoughts to the years that lie ahead, profiting 
by the honest errors of the past, determined to build a greater future for Freemasonry 
for our community, and for our country, and if we are of one mind in this determination 
it can be done.” 

As Past Grand Master 

M.W. Bro. Joseph A. Hearn, P.G.M., who, on the 23rd of March, 1955, was made an 
Honorary Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Minnesota. 

On October 12, 1956, M.W. Bro. Joseph A. Hearn was present in Mississauga to 
constitute and consecrate Joseph A. Hearn Lodge No. 685.  The lodge was named to 
honour him.   

M.W. Bro. J. A. Hearn served as Grand Treasurer of Grand Lodge from 1960 to 1968.  
He was a President of Masonic Holdings. 

Canada Lodge No. 532 and Friendship Lodge No. 732 amalgamated in November of 
2022 to form Canada Friendship Lodge No. 532.  A number of artifacts and documents 
from the time of M.W. Bro. Joseph A. Hearn are carefully preserved by the lodge.  R.W. 
Bro. Robert Kliaman, DDGM for Toronto East District in 2022 - 2023, wears the Past 
Master’s Jewel of M.W. Bro. Hearn.  The apron and collar M.W. Bro. Joseph A. Hearn 
wore as Grand Master were passed to M.W. Bro. Ronald E. Groshaw when he was 
Installed as Grand Master in 1983. 
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