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Thomas Hamilton Simpson, K.C. 

Grand Master 1947 - 1949 of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of 
Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 

 

Photo from the Grand Lodge 

(1891 - 1969) 

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern. 

Thomas Hamilton Simpson – familiarly known as "Ham" by his friends for his 
preference of using his middle name – was born in the city of Hamilton, Ontario on the 
8th day of January 1891. At an early age his moved from the "Ambitious City" to Sarnia.  
Tragedy struck in October of 1904.  His father, Joseph B. Simpson, was a conductor on 
the Grand Trunk Railway and died in a tragic accident in the St. Clair Railway Tunnel.   

 
T. Hamilton Simpson continued his education in the Sarnia Public Schools and 

Collegiate Institute. Shortly after obtaining his matriculation, he decided to choose the 
legal profession as his life work and entered the law office of the Hon. W. J. Hanna, K.C., 
a Member of Provincial Parliament and at one time the Provincial Secretary. 

   
In the normal tradition of the time, he followed these preliminary studies under a 

practicing lawyer by attending Osgoode Hall.  He graduated in 1912 and was called to 
the Bar. 
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The career of T. Hamilton Simpson as a member of the legal profession was one 
of conspicuous and uninterrupted success. Upon receiving his call, he returned to his 
native city of Hamilton and joined the legal firm of Lee and Farmer. Though numerous 
changes he became the head of the firm which was known as Simpson and Duncan. His 
success as a lawyer was recognized when he was named a King's Counsel in 1928. He 
was a member of The Hamilton Law Association and The Canadian Bar Association. 

 
On July 29th, 1924, he married Georgina A. Clare (1888 – 1957). They raised two boys, 

Joseph Benjamin (named after his grandfather who died), and George. 
 
T. Hamilton Simpson found time in his busy life to render valuable service through 

his church. He was a member of the Church of Ascension (Anglican), Hamilton, and in 
1943 was appointed Chancellor of the Anglican Diocese of Niagara by Bishop Lewis 
Broughall.   

 
The business and social life of the City of Hamilton benefited greatly by his 

presence and unselfish service. He was president of The Hamilton Chamber of 
Commerce, a member of The Hamilton Club, The Hamilton Golf and Country Club, and 
The Hamilton Thistle Curling Club of which he was president in 1941. 

 
T. Hamilton Simpson was described as being “to his family faithful and devoted, in 

his church active and sincere, in his profession efficient and successful, in his 
community popular and self - sacrificing, in Masonry loyal and enthusiastic.”  

 
He died on November 4, 1969, at his home in Hamilton. His funeral was held on 

November 7, 1969, at the Church of the Ascension, Hamilton.  He is interred at 
Woodland Cemetery in Hamilton, in a family plot.  There are no Masonic symbols on 
the monument. 

 
Masonic Career 
 
T. Hamilton Simpson was initiated into Acacia Lodge No. 61, Hamilton, in 1912. He 

was elected as Worshipful Master of Acacia Lodge No. 61 for 1926.  He was elected 
DDGM of Hamilton District “B” for the term of 1933 - 1934.  

 
The report he presented as DDGM shows the breadth of his understanding of the 

administrative tasks in Masonry.  He acknowledged the financial problems due to the 
Depression, expressing concern that some lodges were using up all their reserves to 
refrain from suspending members.  He noted that fewer men were applying for 
membership, which added to the financial hardship of lodges and meant that degree 
work was not being done.  DDGM Simpson was pleased to see that Masonic Education 
was being delivered in many lodges.    

 
He was a member of The Hamilton Past Masters' Association and was president in 

1937.   
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Beginning in 1936 he was elected to the Board of General Purposes, serving as 

chairman of the Committee on Grievances and Appeals from 1937 to 1945.  He was 
elected as Deputy Grand Master for 1945 through 1947.  

 
M.W. Bro. T. Hamilton Simpson was elected the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 

A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario for the years 1947 through 1949.  He 
became the third Grand Master to be elected from Acacia Lodge No. 61, as he followed 
M.W. Bros. Hugh Murray and W. H.  Wardrope.  He was followed in this tradition by 
M.W. Treleaven, a member of Acacia Lodge No. 61 who was elected as Grand Master for 
1961 – 1963. 

 
He was a member of Hamilton Royal Arch Chapter. 
 
In the Scottish Rite M.W. Bro. Simpson was a member of Murton Lodge of 

Perfection, the Rose Croix and Moore Sovereign Consistory where he was coroneted as 
an Honorary 33° in 1950.  He was also a member of The Royal Order of Scotland.  

   
M.W. Bro. Simpson was made an Honorary Life Member of Buchanan Lodge No. 

550, Wentworth Lodge No. 166 in Hamilton, and Harmony Lodge No. 57 in Binbrook.  
 
As Grand Master 
 
Our 43rd Grand Master began his Address in 1948 on a serious tone.  Although the 

Second World War was over, M.W. Bro. Simpson reported “The international scene is 
anything but encouraging; mistrust and suspicion still exist … the economic situation 
continues to give us grave concern … social and political problems seem to increase and 
become more complex”.  He then spoke of the light and teachings of Freemasonry.  He 
concluded: “Members of the Craft, with such an insight and training, can certainly be of 
great assistance with respect to the problems of the day.”  As a charitable work the 
Grand Lodge continued the practice of sending ‘Food Parcels For Britian’ and achieved 
a peak of 1200 20-pound parcels per month being sent to the British Isles. 

 
The work of the Toronto Districts to establish a Blood Donor Service was 

complimented.  M.W. Bro. Simpson noted that other Blood Donor Services have existed 
in the Grand Jurisdiction for some time.   

 
M.W. Bro. Simpson had the sad task of announcing the death of Past Grand Master 

M.W. Bro. Walter S. Herrington in July of 1947.  While noting that M.W. Bro. Herrington 
usually celebrated his birthday at the Grand Lodge Communication, he eulogized the 
Past Grand Master as one with great intellect, sound judgment, outstanding ability as a 
lawyer, and a writer. 

 
M.W. Bro. Simpson continued with the sad task of announcing the death of Past 

Grand Master M.W. Bro. Timothy C. Wardley on November 27, 1947.  It was realized that 
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M.W. Bro. Wardley was known to be in poor health.  He was recognized for his 
eloquence and positions in Masonic circles in Canada and the United States.  

 
The growth and activities of lodges in the jurisdiction prompted M.W. Bro. 

Simpson to issue some rulings and cautions.  He reminded lodges to “Guard well the 
portals” and expressed concern that a man was initiated who had lived in Canada only 
about six months.  He was dismayed to learn that after a man was initiated it was learnt 
that he was only 19 years of age.  The man’s initiation was declared void, and he was 
invited to re-apply when he turned 21.  M.W. Bro. Simpson was concerned that some 
officers, including Worship Masters, lived a great distance from their lodge.  He insisted 
that officers should be prepared to make extra sacrifices for the benefit of the lodge.  
One particular case of disciplinary action was highlighted in the 1948 Address of M.W. 
Bro. Simpson.  Leeds Lodge No. 201 in Gananoque had initiated six candidates at one 
meeting, and as a group.  An inquiry found practices of the Ritual that were contrary to 
the Rulings and Regulations of the Grand Lodge.  The Worshipful Master was 
reprimanded. 

 
The case of a Secretary who was not doing the work expected of him and was 

suspended was shared as a caution that all officers must do the work required, and be 
courteous with Grand Lodge officers. 

 
M.W. Bro. Simpson was very concerned about the use of alcohol at Masonic 

events.  He issued a ruling and edict on February 6, 1948, prohibiting the “serving, use 
or consumption of intoxicants at any function held under Masonic auspices or at any 
gathering of Craft Masons”.   

 
He also issued a ruling that every candidate must kneel while being obligated in 

each degree unless unable to do so through physical disability.  M.W. Bro. Simpson 
emphasized that the posture of kneeling is an act of solemn reverence and humility as 
well as a Masonic custom. 

 
He ruled that the Traditional History in Third Degree is part of the Degree and 

should be given.  He ruled that nominations of officers in a lodge is improper, except 
for those offices to be elected by open vote. 

 
M.W. Bro. Simpson shared a very personal story in his 1949 Address.  In May he 

was able to preside as Master in his Mother Lodge when the elder of his two sons was 
initiated into Masonry.  At the same meeting, the two sons of the Grand Master’s brother, 
W. Bro. J.A. Simpson, were also initiated.  M.W. Bro. Simpson commented “It is 
gratifying to me to know that the Masonic tradition will be preserved in the family when 
my brother and I lay down our tools.” 

 
During his term as Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Simpson authorized the issuing of five 

booklets giving explanations of the three degrees, with instructions to the Worshipful 
Master of the lodge.  In addition, there was a Manual explaining the purpose of Masonry.  
These publications were prepared by a committee led by M.W. Bro. W. J. Dunlop. 
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It is significant to note that the All Canada Conference of Grand Lodges had been 
proposed in 1947, and came to fruition in 1949.  A three-day conference spanned 
February 28th through March 2nd.  M.W. Bro. Simpson reported that matters of interest 
to the Craft were discussed, and great harmony prevailed.  The All Canada Conference 
continues to be organized so that Grand Lodges officers from across Canada can meet 
and continue to support Freemasonry. 

 
In his final Address, M.W. Bro. Simpson devoted time to the topic of Loyalty.  He 

was concerned with the lack of fundamental loyalty, to God, to country, to family and 
friend, and lack of loyalty to principles.  This leads to a lack of confidence in our fellow 
men.  He considers this to be a great danger to Freemasons and Canadians.   

 
His sincere recommendations are to vote, in every municipal, provincial, and 

federal election.  And to engage in conversation with others about the need for loyalty.  
And to attend church, as well as Lodge meetings.  To demonstrate loyalty and encourage 
that loyalty in others.   

 
As Past Grand Master 
 
M.W. Bro. Simpson continued to serve Grand Lodge on the Committee on 

Constitution and Laws. 
 
At the 103rd Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in 

the Province of Ontario (July 16-17, 1958, Toronto), the Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Harry 
Laishley Martyn, reported that Thomas Hamilton Simpson Lodge had been instituted 
on October 3, 1957.  The name was adopted to honour M.W. Bro. Thomas Hamilton 
Simpson, KC, 43rd Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of 
Ontario. M. W. Bro. Simpson and his two sons were present and enrolled as charter 
members of Thomas Hamilton Simpson Lodge, No. 692 GRC, Hamilton on October 3, 
1957, when the Lodge was instituted.  Thomas Hamilton Simpson Lodge No. 691 was 
constituted and consecrated on October 10, 1958, by M.W. Bro. Thomas Hamilton 
Simpson. On March 21, 2006, Wentworth Lodge No. 166 and T. H. Simpson Lodge No. 
692 amalgamated as Wentworth Lodge No. 166.   

 
At his death, M.W. Bro. Simpson was lauded as being the Dean of Past Grand 

Masters, with 20 years having passed since his time as Grand Master.   
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