Ontario Masons

Charles Stanton Hamilton

Grand Master (1945 - 1947) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons
of Canada in the Province of Ontario

Photo from the Grand Lodge

(1884 - 1960)
Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern.

Charles Stanton Hamilton was born in Waterloo County on November 30, 1884.
His mother died during childbirth, and he was raised by his maternal grandmother, a
pioneer from the Highlands of Scotland, from whom he inherited the high ideals and
strength of character which moulded his career.

After completing his education in the Waterloo County Public School and Galt
Collegiate, he joined the Trusts and Guarantee Company Ltd. in 1906 as a Transfer
Officer. He was successively promoted as Secretary, Assistant Manager, Manager of
the Toronto Office, achieving the role of General Manager in 1934 and becoming Vice
President in 1937.

A biographer of his time commented that “the predominant feature of (Charles
Stanton Hamilton'’s) personality was his affable and friendly manner. Warm hearted
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and sympathetic by nature, he makes friends readily. Thus, we find among his non-
Masonic activities many professional associations which evidence these qualities and
give proof of his keen business ability”. Charles S. Hamilton was President of the
Dominion Mortgage & Investment Association 1938 - 1939 and President of the Trust
Companies Association 1942 - 1943. He was a member of the Toronto Board of Trade,
the Empire Club, and the Canadian Club.

Mr. Charles S. Hamilton was committed to civic organizations. In 1940, he was
appointed to the Board of Governors of the Toronto General Hospital.

For leisure he was a member of the National Yacht Club, and his hobbies included
fishing and hunting.

He married Mary Annie Mason (1888 - 1963) on June 7, 1916, in York, Ontario. They
did not have children.

Called “Charlie” by those who were close to him, Charles Stanton Hamilton died at
his Toronto home of a heart attack on May 29, 1960. A funeral service was conducted
by the minister of St. George’s United Church. He was buried in Mount Pleasant
Cemetery in a family plot that includes his mother-in-law (died 1929), and his wife
(died 1963). There is no Masonic designation on the simple gravestone.

A large portrait of M\W. Bro. Charles Stanton Hamilton in his regalia as Grand
Master is displayed at Wentworth Lodge No. 166.

Masonic Career

He was initiated into Ashlar Lodge No. 247, Toronto, on April 22, 1913. The lodge
had its Warrant revoked in December of 2020 due to extenuating circumstances. Bro.
Hamilton was installed as Worshipful Master of Ashlar Lodge No. 247 in 1923 and
started serving as Treasurer 1926. In 1943 he became a Life Member of Ashlar Lodge
No. 247. Bro. Hamilton was elected as District Deputy Grand Master of Toronto
District C for the 1927 - 1928 term. As he reported on many pleasant visits to the 27
lodges of Toronto District C, DDGM Hamilton emphasized both the administrative
aspects of running a lodge, and the broader aspects of brotherhood. He
complimented the use of membership forms and accurate minutes of meetings. He
encouraged inter-lodge visitation, interesting programs on Masonic topics, and
inspiration to usefulness and service. As for membership growth, he stated “We value
our Masonry because we believe it is a benefit to us and we welcome those who we
believe are capable of receiving and are searching for the same advantages.” DDGM
Hamilton added “It behooves us to ask ourselves what we are doing to fulfil that
admonition to make a daily advancement in Masonic knowledge and to assist and
instruct our brethren. By this means, will Masons, individually and as a fraternity, be
enabled to render the noblest service.”
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In 1933 he was appointed to the Board of General Purposes. He was elected as
Deputy Grand Master (1943 - 1944 and 1944 - 1945) and as Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge AF. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario for the years 1945 - 1947.

He became a member of the Scottish Rite in 1917 and served as Most Wise
Sovereign of the Toronto Chapter of Rose Croix for 1923 - 1924. The Supreme Council
of Scottish Rite coroneted him as an Honorary Inspector General, 33°, on September 4,
1935, and named him an Active 33° Sovereign Grand Inspector General on October 4,
1935. He then served as Grand Treasurer General commencing in 1937 until his death.

In 1944 he became a member of Royal Arch Masons at St. Patrick Chapter, Toronto.
He became a member of Rameses Temple at a ceremonial in 1942.

M.W. Bro. Charles S. Hamilton was the Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge
of Manitoba near our Grand Lodge.

As Grand Master

A contemporary biographer commented as our 42nd Grand Master was
introduced: “He brings to his exalted office an unusually wide experience in
administrative leadership and a proven ability to secure from those with whom he is
associated in any work or undertaking their fullest co-operation and assistance. He
also brings to the office of Grand Master, the disciplined mind of a well schooled
executive, plus unusual qualities of heart and mind and a deep and abiding sense of
the spiritual values of life, and above all an unswerving belief in the Fatherhood of God
and the brotherhood of man. The age-old traditions of the fraternity as well as the
ancient landmarks are safe in his keeping.”

Our 42nd Grand Master started his Address by acknowledging the end of World
War 1II as he said “Humble in the knowledge that God Himself has sustained us in all
the dreadful vicissitudes through which we have passed, thereby enabling us to meet
in a world of peace, I extend to each of you a most cordial and fraternal welcome to
this the Ninety-first Annual Communication of our Grand Lodge.” After reviewing the
state of the world outside the doors of Freemasonry, M.W. Bro. Hamilton added “The
fundamental issue of life to-day is spiritual, not material; not how much have I, but
what kind of man am [; not how much power lies in my hand, but what kind of human
being am I; what use am I making of all the increased power?” In answer to this
question, he declared: “The task of Masonry is to develop the good, the aesthetic, the
moral, the truth. Power in the hands of moral and upright men will be for the
strengthening and building of world civilization.”

At the 1946 Grand Lodge Communication, Grand Master Hamilton had the sad task
of announcing the death of M.\W. Bro. Alexander J. Anderson, who was Grand Master
from 1935 through 1937. “Through his pleasing personality and inspiring addresses, he
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won the esteem and affection of all his brethren who feel that in his passing they have
lost a sincere and devoted friend and brother.”

A year later Grand Master Hamilton announced the death of Past Grand Master
M.W. Bro. William Hugh Wardrope who was Grand Master in 1917 through 1919. He
eulogized M.W. Bro. Wardrope: “Bro. Wardrope marched with high purpose and
precision of thought, wisdom, and unfaltering integrity. No task, however hard, was
shirked; no act of benevolence was omitted; no kind word left unspoken; no friendly
admonition left unsaid. Those who knew him will never cease to miss the warmth of
his heart, the clarity of his mind, his singular combination of firmness and gentleness,
his courtesy, even in times of greatest stress, his modesty and his saving sense of
humour.”

In describing his various official and fraternal visits during his term, Grand Master
Hamilton said “The great mission of Masonry is to unite men, not divide them. The
best means of contributing to the unity of men is that of making them better known to
each other. Everything that helps men to understand one another helps toward the
discovery of that common ground on which peace will be built.”

The first William Mercer Wilson Medals were presented in 1946. This honour was
given to an active Mason who excelled in Freemasonry, and community service, but
who was not and would never progress through the officer line in a lodge.

Turning to the necessary administrative direction of the Grand Master, he
enjoined lodges to be careful with granting Life Memberships. These need to be fully
funded and properly recorded at the Grand Lodge office. Grand Master Hamilton
recommended "that a sound schedule of fees, based on actuarial computation, should
be printed and distributed to all lodges for their guidance, and that fees received by
lodges for life membership should be set aside in a separate fund."

Banquets at the Grand Lodge Communication had been suspended for several
years during the war. With the war ended, the Grand Master's Dinner at the 1946
Grand Lodge Communication was proclaimed to be a “Victory Dinner”.

There was a Conference of North American Grand Masters held in Washington
D.C. in February of 1947. M.W. Bro. Hamilton attended. One pleasurable event of the
conference was a meeting in the Oval Office of the White House with many current
Grand Masters and President Harry S. Truman, who was a Past Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Missouri.

Immediately following that conference in the United States, on February 24th,
1947, at the Seigniory Club, Montebello, Quebec, M. W. Bro. Charles S. Hamilton, Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada in Ontario, was Chairman for the first All-
Canada Masonic Conference. Here, for the first time in Canadian Masonic history,
every Jurisdiction in Canada was represented by its chief Officers. A report on this
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conference by the Grand Lodge of Alberta explains: “In his opening remarks, the
Chairman, M. W. Bro. Hamilton, extended the greetings of the Grand Lodge of Canada
in Ontario, expressing his pleasure at the representative attendance from other
Canadian Jurisdictions. He pointed out that this meeting was held for the sole purpose
of building for the future; for cultivating closer fraternal relations; to promote better
understanding between the various parts of the Dominion, and urged that no delay
occur in the formation of this Conference, so that our final objective, that of closer
relationships, might find final attainment. He stressed the point that definitely no
attempt was being made at forming a Sovereign Grand Lodge; that no attempt would
be made to interfere in the affairs of any Jurisdiction; that the object of the Conference
was solely to bring us into closer alignment and a fuller knowledge of each others
problems and outlook.” This All-Canada Masonic Conference continues to meet
regularly, and for the same purposes.

Grand Master Hamilton turned inward in his Address and said, “It seems to me we
may now give pause and meditate and reflect upon our future course and, in so doing,
reconsider the moral, spiritual and intellectual teachings of our Craft and how we
should rededicate ourselves to applying them to the conduct of our affairs.”

‘It is inconceivable to me that any brother who ponders upon the instruction he
has received as to the ethics of Ancient Freemasonry is not a better man, mentally,
morally and spiritually — and I might add, physically, because if a man's mental, moral
and spiritual life are sound these cannot fail to benefit his physical body. There is no
greater truth than that healthy minds make healthy bodies.”

“This observation, therefore, prompts a question, which is: Is there any brother
who would deny that he is not a better man or that he has not striven to be a better
man, since he was admitted among us? I believe that subconsciously our brethren
order their lives and govern their behaviour towards other men by those principles
which we have honourably upheld down through the centuries.”

Turning to Freemasonry's role in post-war society, he continued: “What can avail
to save the world to-day and transform its barbarism into decency and honour? It is a
long, hard business inducing the practice of that great doctrine — the Brotherhood of
Man based upon the Fatherhood of God, and at times our progress seems distressingly
slow, but surely by this time we have learned that there is no other way to make it
over into the world of our dreams.

And there is no other way, however long and hard this one may seem. It is only as
men go forth to live with quickened ideals, with broad humanitarianism, with
generous sympathies, with stem and unbending-loyalty to right, with goodwill, and if
need be with sacrifice, in their hearts that the world will ever be straightened out.
Surely, if anything can avail to send us out to take our Masonry more seriously, it is the
fresh perception of that fact.”
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Grand Master Charles Stanton Hamilton concluded his term with the words of

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow:

"Were half the power that fills the world with terror,
Were half the wealth bestowed on camps and Courts,
Given to redeem the human mind from error,

There were no need of arsenals and forts."

As Past Grand Master

M.W. Bro. Clarence M. Pitts announced the death of M.\W. Bro. Charles Stanton

Hamilton and eulogized him with the words: “It is hard to believe that Charlie
Hamilton will not be with us again in this Grand Lodge. He seemed to be so vital and
enduring. But he has left behind him the memory of faithful and effective service to
Masonry and will long be remembered for his multitude of good works and kindly
advice.”
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