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Timothy Clark Wardley 

Grand Master (1943 – 1945) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 

 

Photo from the Grand Lodge 

(1893 – 1947) 

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern. 

Mr. Timothy Clark Wardley was born in Glasgow, Scotland, on the 27th day of 
April 1893, receiving his primary education in the Public School at Tollcross, and his 
secondary education in Hutchesons' Grammar School. 

 
In March 1910, while still in his teens, he left his native land to seek his fortune in 

Canada, and settled in Smith's Falls, Ontario. There he became interested in the 
manufacture of agricultural implements, which interest turned out to be his life's 
vocation.  In November 1912, he left Smith's Falls to make his home in Elora, a beautiful 
village in Wellington County, the surroundings of which must have often reminded 
him of the land of his birth. 
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Mr. Wardley joined the office staff of the T. E. Bissell Company Ltd., of Elora, a 
manufacturer of farm implements in 1913.  His first role was as a bookkeeper, and later 
as an accountant.  He became Secretary of the company and General Manager in 1920.  
In this leadership role he introduced techniques of inventory and scheduling that 
delivered improved operations for the company.  When the firm amalgamated with J. 
Fleury's Sons, another old established implement concern, he guided the destinies of 
the new company as Managing Director until 1940.  Due to illness, he retired from 
active management but remained on the Board of Directors in an advisory capacity.  

 
Among his other business interests, he was Vice-President of the Dominion 

Linseed Oil Company Ltd.  
 
He married Jane McGowan, the daughter of John McGowan, MP for North 

Wellington, in 1916. They had one son, William (1919-1985), who served in the Royal 
Canadian Air Force during World War II.  William Wardley later became a Mason in 
Golden Rule Lodge No. 126 on October 13th, 1949. 

 
Although Scottish, Timothy Wardley never included curling in his hobbies, but he 

displayed considerable prowess in football and in lawn bowling.  
 
Mr. Wardley has devoted much of his time to the interests of the community in 

which he lived. He was a member of the Board of Education, and a member of the 
local Hydro Commission.  He participated in the "Village Choir" whenever possible. 
During the war years he was Chairman of the Local Victory Loan organization which 
put Elora "over the top" in every drive.  In the practice of his faith, he was an Elder in 
the United Church.    

 
He died on November 28, 1947.  Although he was not well for several years, his 

death was a loss to the community and a shock to all.  His eloquence as a speaker and 
his able discourses upon Masonic and other topics attained for him an outstanding 
position in Masonic circles, not only in Canada but in the United States.  His funeral 
was attended by a large gathering of Masons from many parts of the Jurisdiction. 

 
Timothy Clark Wardley is buried in the Elora Municipal Cemetery, Elora.  A Square 

and Compasses emblem is engraved on the gravestone. 
 
Masonic Career 
 
He first knelt at the altar of Masonry in Irvine Lodge No. 203, Elora, on the 15th day 

of December 1916.  Irvine Lodge, traditionally the most prestigious of Elora’s social and 
fraternal groups, numbered most of the professional men in Elora and elite of the 
merchant class as members.  On June 24th, 1922, he was installed as its Worshipful 
Master. In 1927 he was elected District Deputy Grand Master of Wellington District.   
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In July 1931, he took an elected place on the Board of General Purposes. From 1934 

to 1941, he served as Chairman of the Committee on Benevolence. His great interest in, 
and love for this most important branch of Masonic work brought him the honor of 
being elected to the Executive Committee of the Masonic Relief Association of the 
United States and Canada.  

 
He was elected the Deputy Grand Master in 1941.  And elected the 41st Grand 

Master in 1943 through 1945. 
 
M.W. Bro. Wardley was the Grand Representative for the Grand Lodge of Illinois. 
 
M.W. Bro. Wardley was honored with life membership in his own lodge, Irvine, 

No. 203, Elora, Mercer, No. 347, Fergus, Wellington, No. 635, Toronto, and Caledonia, 
No. 637, Toronto. 

 
In concordant bodies M.W. Bro. Wardley was a member of Guelph Chapter No. 

40, Guelph.  And he was a member of Moore Sovereign Consistory, Hamilton. 
 
As Grand Master 
 
M.W. Bro. Wardley recognized the circumstances of the war then raging around 

the world in the first year of his term as Grand Master; 1944.  He invoked Psalm 124 
with gratitude to the Eternal Father of all mankind and spoke of the sacrifices of 
youthful blood made that bring Victory nearer.   

 
"Now Israel may say and that truly;  
If that the Lord had not our cause maintained,  
If that the Lord had not our right sustained,  
When cruel men against us furiously  
Rose up in wrath, to make of us their prey,  
Then certainly they had devoured us all.  
And swallowed quick, for ought that we could deem. 
Therefore our help is in the Lord's great name,  
Who heaven and earth by His great power did frame." 
 
With the war ending in 1945, M.W. Bro. Wardley appointed a committee of Past 

Grand Masters and the Grand Chaplain to prepare and distribute a Service of 
Thanksgiving for use in lodges.  And he instructed the War Services Committee of 
Grand Lodge to prepare to provide care and rehabilitation to Masons returning from 
military service, to assist them as they returned to civilian and lodge life. 
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Grand Masters are expected to travel.  This includes visiting lodges within the 
jurisdiction, as well as attending meetings of other Grand Lodges.  Over his two years 
as Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Wardley visited every District in Ontario.  In his annual 
addresses he gave details of the travels he made within the jurisdiction and the few 
times he visited outside the Province.  One such meeting was of the Grand Masters of 
the United States.  This was the first time that a Grand Master of our jurisdiction 
attended this meeting of Grand Masters.  On the same trip he also participated in a 
meeting of the executive of the Masonic Relief Association of the United States and 
Canada.   

 
Turning his attention to lodges in Ontario, M.W. Bro. Wardley expressed concern 

regarding the increase in membership, with a caution to all to heed the old injunction 
“Guard well the Portals”.  His concern was that each lodge can only make a limited 
number of Masons each year, and if more applicants are received than can be 
accommodated through conferring the degrees, then there is no favour on either the 
Craft or the applicant.  As Grand Master he pleaded for care in accepting applicants. 

 
He drew on his experience in business and on a Grand Lodge committee, to 

comment on lodge finances.  He advised against extravagant spending, and poor 
administration.  Of particular concern was the issue of Life Memberships.  M.W. Bro. 
Wardley reminded lodges that the fees paid to purchase a Life Membership should be 
placed in a reserve account as a capital asset. 

 
Communication to the brethren by the Summons also captured his attention.  He 

spoke of the purpose of the Summons and cautioned that only content of a Masonic 
nature should be included.  This includes information from “Past Masters’, Masters’, 
and Wardens’ Associations” in our jurisdiction.  Further, he reminded Worshipful 
Masters that when the Grand Master sends a letter to be read at the next regular 
meeting of the lodge, it must be done.   

 
Jurisprudence, or discipline, is a concern and responsibility of every Grand Master.  

M.W. Bro. Wardley dealt with several significant instances of irregularity and 
improper behaviour.  Several lodges installed Worshipful Masters who lived outside 
the jurisdiction (or territory) of his lodge; Worshipful Masters are expected to live 
within easy access of the lodge.  M.W. Bro. Wardley reprimanded lodges for holding 
meetings on Sunday; reminding them that only a Divine Service or Funeral Ceremony 
may be conducted on Sunday.  He reprimanded those who wore regalia that was not 
of the design specified by Grand Lodge; he reprimanded a Mason who wore regalia of 
a higher rank and the Mason who loaned it to him.  He instructed that Craft regalia can 
only be worn at meetings of the Craft, at authorized public appearances such as 
church services, funeral processions, and laying of corner stones.  Masonic regalia is 
not to be worn at meeting of other organizations that do not come under the control 
or regulation of Grand Lodge.  Respect for Masonic regalia prompted M.W. Bro. 
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Wardley to appoint a committee to investigate and report on the consistency of 
Masonic regalia, dues cards, forms, and record books.  Initiations were being done in 
groups because certain lodge had so many candidates, and M.W. Bro. Wardley 
admonished the Worshipful Masters because that concern had been addressed in the 
Constitution and in earlier rulings of prior Grand Masters.  Dispensation for an 
initiation in a church was not approved, with the reminder that degrees can only be 
conferred in rooms dedicated to Masonry.  

 
M.W. Bro. Wardley was concerned that other organizations were attaching 

themselves to Ancient Freemasonry by requiring membership in Masonry as a 
condition of membership in their organization.  He opposed this because Grand Lodge 
does not have administrative control over the other organizations, and this can harm 
both the good name and reputation of Masonry.  For this reason, he ruled that Masons 
could not join the Order of DeMolay, The Grotto, The High Twelve Club, The High 
Twelve Club International, or High Twelve International.  He did elaborate that 
organizations approved of by Grand Lodge include: The Royal Arch Masons, the Knight 
Templars, the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, The Royal Order of Scotland, and 
The Ancient Order of the Mystic Shrine.  

 
Recognition of long, or exemplary, service to Freemasonry received attention from 

M.W. Bro. Wardley.  He authorized a bar to be added to the long service medal to 
distinguish 50 years a Past DDGM.  He also instituted the awarding of the “William 
Mercer Wilson Medal” to be awarded for meritorious service to those who have not 
served as Worshipful Master in their lodge and who are not in line for that office.   

 
A new communication tool, “The Grand Lodge Bulletin” was created to share 

Grand Lodge information across the jurisdiction.  
 
To bring his term of office as Grand Master to a close, M.W. Bro. Wardley included 

in his final address: “When I assumed the responsibilities of Grand Master, my 
biographer for the Grand Lodge Proceedings in his kindliness, said of me, "He brings to 
his office . . . a profound belief in its fundamental tenets and principles". After these 
two years I can add, "that belief" has been immeasurably strengthened for I have been 
privileged, as few are privileged, to see the results of that Spirit of Ancient 
Freemasonry which is such a living force in this great jurisdiction. As long as we 
maintain, pure and unsullied, our belief in these tenets and principles we need have 
no fears for the Craft.” 
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