Ontario Masons

Roderick Bernard Dargavel

Grand Master (1929 - 1931) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons
of Canada in the Province of Ontario

Photo from the Grand Lodge

(1875 - 1952)
Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern.

Roderick Bernard Dargavel was born in Elgin, South Crosby Township, in Leeds
County, on October 15, 1875. He received his early education at Newboro, Athens, and
Brockville. He graduated from Queen’s University in 1899. “R.B.” Dargavel enjoyed a
career as a salesman. In Toronto he was a member of the Granite Club and an honorary
member of the Commercial Travellers’ Association. Incorporated in 1874, and dissolved
in 1987, the Commercial Travellers’ Association of Canada was a mutual benefit
association for professional salespeople. In addition to insurance coverage, members
of the Association received preferred prices for train fares and hotel rates.

January 2025 Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario Page |1



Ontario Masons

He married Perthena Blanche Gallagher (1875 - 1958) on December 29, 1903, in
Newboro, Ontario. Together they had two sons, John R. Dargavel (1906 - 1945) and
William G. Dargavel (1908 - 1990). Bro. John R. Dargavel was a charter member of
Grenville Lodge No. 629.

The family were members of High Park United Church, where M.W. Bro. Dargavel
served for many years as an Elder.

M. W. Bro. Roderick Bernard Dargavel died on September 21, 1952. A funeral was
held at High Park United Church on September 24th. A contemporary account notes:
“The service was attended by a host of friends from every walk of life. The number of
those who desired to express that last full measure of respect and esteem for one so
deeply beloved taxed the capacity of the church. It was an inspiring testimonial to the
character of a man who, throughout his rich life, had deserved well of his friends.” M.W.
Bro. Dargavel was buried with Masonic honours on September 24 in Park Lawn
Cemetery, Toronto.

Alarge portrait of M.\W. Bro. Dargavel is prominently displayed at the York Masonic
Temple.

Masonic Career

Mr. Roderick Bernard Dargavel was initiated into St. George Lodge No. 367, Toronto,
on October 10, 1909, and served as Worshipful Master for 1918 and 1919. The minutes
of the lodge record a tribute to W.M. Dargavel: “With grace and dignity did he discharge
the duties of office and the degree work performed under his able direction was
characterized by excellence and impressiveness and always an inspiration to the
brethren. He ruled the Lodge wisely and well and was beloved by all.”

"R. B." as he was affectionately known, was elected as DDGM of Toronto District 11A
for the term 1921 - 1922. There were 35 lodges in the District, and DDGM Dargavel had
the honour of instituting four lodges during his term. They were: Mount Dennis Lodge
No. 599, Maple Leaf Lodge No. 600, Melita Lodge No. 605, and Unity Lodge No. 606.

He served on the Board of General Purposes of Grand Lodge and was elected as
Deputy Grand Master (1927 - 1928 and 1928 - 1929). Then he was elected as Grand Master
of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario for the 1929 - 1930 and 1930 -
1931 terms.

In Capitular Masonry, he was exalted into Occident Chapter No. 77, Toronto.
He was a 32° Scottish Rite Mason.

M.W. Bro. Dargavel was appointed to the role of Grand Representative of the United
Grand Lodge of England near our Grand Lodge.
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As Grand Master

The Depression of the 1930s was beginning as M.\W. Bro. Roderick Bernard
Dargavel, our 34th Grand Master, began his term of office. It was also the celebration of
the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the Grand Lodge of Canada.

In preparation for the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary, a committee was struck in 1927 to
oversee the preparation and publication of a history of the Grand Lodge. The book was
written by Walter Stevens Herrington, who was Deputy Grand Master in 1930 when the
book was released and became Grand Master in 1932. Grand Master Dargavel praised
the book as interesting, readable, and accurate. He added: “We have published this
history not as a commercial enterprise but that we may learn from these substantial
facts of our record, that we are the inheritors of the noble endeavor and glorious
achievement of the past and thereby gain a renewed enthusiasm for our task of to-day
and a hopeful outlook for our progress in the future.”

Another activity to mark the anniversary was the launch of a Memorial Benevolent
Fund with a goal of raising $250,000. M.W. Bro. Dargavel reported that “The response
has been most generous; your zeal for the greatest of all Masonic virtues is deserving of
unstinted praise and commendation, and as a result of your sincerity of effort and
fidelity of purpose we have not only attained but exceeded our objective.”

As the Depression deepened, M.\W. Bro. Dargavel stated: “It is true we are
assembling in disturbing and perplexing times, when the whole world is struggling with
a great economic depression, when the old order might appear to be in the process of
change and transition, bringing with it chaos and confusion to our social, industrial,
political and even religious life.” A sign that some were trying to take advantage of the
situation was the creation of some '‘Masonic Insurance Agencies that marketed
financial products to Masons or implied that they had Masonic principles and
resources. M.W. Bro. Dargavel warned that this commercialization of the Craft was an
offence against Masonic law.

The financial circumstances facing lodges of the time led Grand Master Dargavel to
make several rulings in Masonic jurisprudence including the determination that a lodge
does not have the authority to enforce a special levy on the members for any purpose.
He said in an Address: “we should exercise greater care in seeing that in the admission
of a Candidate we are fair to his dependants and ourselves, that we are not creating
what will ultimately be a financial responsibility on the fraternity.” He added: “The
present situation should forcibly remind some of our lodges of the necessity for careful,
prudent and business-like administration. If a lodge finds it has a financial problem, it
will in most instances be found that the annual dues are too small, or the expenditures
too extravagant, and that all of the initiation fees have been used to meet the regular
operating expenses of the lodge. This problem must be bravely faced, and it cannot be
solved by lowering our standards or accumulation of liabilities which may finally result
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in trouble and disaster to the lodge. Every lodge should aim at a balanced budget, so
that the Annual dues and income from investments should meet the current ordinary
expenditure, and initiation and affiliation fees should be placed in a rest or reserve
account to provide for any emergency which may arise when least expected.”

Grand Master Dargavel used his annual Address to provide encouragement to the
brethren of the jurisdiction. He spoke of Masonry as “giving to the individual strength
of mind and of heart to meet the problems of his daily life”. While there are challenges,
“if Masonry is to stand the test you and I as individuals must show to the world at large
that our precepts of equality, fraternity and brotherhood are living and vital forces in
making men realize that no man liveth to himself, that we are all dependent one upon
the other, that the principles of the golden rule must be applied if the golden sun of
prosperity is again to shine, and that then, and only then, will the world be better for the
lessons we have learned in these trying times.”

M.W. Bro. Dargavel concluded his term as Grand Master with “My appeal to you, my
brethren, is that our service to our Craft may be such that Masonry will continue to
stand for all that is high in thought and progressive in the line of right, that by its
inculcation of piety and virtue, patriotism to our country, fidelity to our homes, service
to God and humanity, that it may attain a higher plane of usefulness than ever before.”

As Past Grand Master
M.W. Bro. Dargavel received honourary membership in 28 lodges in Ontario.

Past Grand Master Dargavel served as the Supervisor of Benevolence for the Grand
Lodge from 1931 until his death in 1952.

He served as President of the Masonic Relief Association of the United States and
Canada.

For over twenty-five times, M.\W. Bro. R. B. Dargavel conducted the Installation
Ceremonies for St. George's Lodge No. 387.

M.W. Bro. C. P. Seeley, Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Saskatchewan
presented an Honorary Membership in the Grand Lodge of Saskatchewan to M.W. Bro.
Dargavel with the rank of Past Grand Master.

In 1931, Past Grand Master Dargavel visited the Grand Lodge of British Columbia
where he was given the honour of Past Grand Master rank.

He received the rank of Honorary Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Alberta.

As an anniversary project of St. George Lodge No. 387, and as a fitting memorial to
the late M.W. Bro. Dargavel, a special benevolent fund was instituted, known as the
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Dargavel Memorial Fund. In addition, a lasting tribute to the memory of our departed
brethren was instigated by W. Bro. A. William Henry in 1966 when, with the assistance
of W. Bro. . Pearce, St. George Lodge No. 387 played host to thirty-two widows of lodge
brethren at a dinner and an evening of entertainment. This was the start of an annual
event under the heading of the Dargavel Memorial Day. Unfortunately, the celebration
was discontinued during the COVID-19 period. St. George Lodge No. 367 amalgamated
with St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 16 on March 21st, 2025. The matter of Dargavel Day was
discussed, and it has been decided that the Dargavel Day celebration will not continue
in the future.
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