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John Albert Rowland, K.C. 

Grand Master (1925 – 1927) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 

 

Photo from the Grand Lodge 

(1875 - 1942) 

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern. 

John Albert Rowland was born in Scott Township, now part of the Township of 
Uxbridge, on February 18, 1875.  His parents were Robert and Sophia Rowland. He was 
educated at the public school in Mount Albert and at high schools in Markham and 
Kincardine. He attended the University of Toronto and graduated in 1896 with a B.A. 
(honours Classics) and entered Osgoode Law School. In 1898 he took a Fellowship in 
Latin and Greek at the University of California and on his return to Toronto was called 
to the Bar in 1900. He was called to the Bar in British Columbia in 1905. 
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In addition to his career as a lawyer, he achieved prominence in business.  In 1935 
he was appointed as a vice-president General Manager of the Canada Permanent 
Mortgage Corporation. He also was a vice-president and General Manager of the 
Canada Permanent Trust Company. 

 
Outside of his business interests, John Rowland exercised leadership at several 

organizations.  He was a member of the Board for the Toronto Hospital for Incurables. 
This hospital was founded in 1874 to care for patients with untreatable forms of 
tuberculosis, heart disease, and paralysis.  It went through a relocation, and several 
expansions while Mr. Rowland was a member of the Board.  Today it is part of the 
Toronto Rehabilitation Institute. 

 
Mr. Rowland was a member of the Toronto Board of Trade.  He served as a Director 

of the Continental Life Insurance Company.  Mr. Rowland was a member of the Board 
of Regents of Victoria University (part of the University of Toronto) and served as 
Treasurer and Chairman of the Finance Committee for five years.   

 
On June 20, 1904, John Rowland married Sarah Evalina (known as Evelyn) Weaver 

(1875 – 1943).  They had one son, John F. Rowland, who served as a Trooper with the 
Grey and Simcoe Foresters in World War II.   

 
John Rowland was ill for seven months and died at his home in Toronto on April 18, 

1942.  A member of the United Church, his funeral was conducted from Eaton Memorial 
Church.  Many honourary pallbearers at the funeral represented the breadth of impact 
and large circle of respect earned by John Rowland in his life.  They represented Victoria 
University, University of Toronto, Canada Permanent Mortgage Company, Dominion 
Mortgage and Investment Company, Continental Life Insurance, Supreme Council of 
Scottish Rite of Canada, Scottish Rite Northern Jurisdiction USA, Grand Lodge of 
Canada, Royal Order of Scotland, Grand Chapter of Canada, and the Law Society of 
Upper Canada. 

 
Interment of our Past Grand Master was in Mount Pleasant Cemetery.  The 

monument at the grave notes his name, as well as that of his wife who died just over a 
year after he died.  There is no mention of his role as Grand Master.   

 
A portrait of Grand Master M.W. Bro. John A. Rowland is displayed at Rowland 

Lodge No. 646, Mount Albert. 
 
Masonic Career 
 
The 32nd Grand Master was initiated, passed, and raised in Harmony Lodge No. 438. 

At the time of his death his obituary in the 1942 Annual Proceedings notes that he was a 
“PM of Harmony Lodge and first WM of Metropolitan Lodge.” Harmony Lodge No. 438 
elected him as WM in 1910.  After a number of years of declining membership and 
financial challenges, Harmony No. 438, Occident No. 346, Zetland No. 326 and Wilson 
No. 86, all of Toronto, amalgamated on January 30, 2007, to become Zetland Wilson 
Lodge No. 86, GRC.  Metropolitan Lodge No. 542, also of Toronto, was instituted in 1918.  
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M.W. Bro. Rowland served as WM in 1918, 1919 and 1920.  Metropolitan Lodge No. 542 
amalgamated into Fairbanks Lodge No. 592 GRC of Toronto on February 6, 2012.  

 
Notable of his time as Worshipful Master of Harmony Lodge No. 438 was the Ladies 

Night of 1910.  It was held at the Masonic Temple and photograph of the event is part of 
a collection at Library and Archives Canada. 

 

 
Photographer Frank W. Micklethwaite; 

public domain. 
 
M.W. Bro. Rowland was elected as DDGM of Toronto Centre District No. 11b for 1916 

- 1917. He was elected as Deputy Grand Master (1923-1924 and 1924-1925) as Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario (1925-1926 
and 1926-1927).  

 
Deputy Grand Master Rowland missed the 1924 Grand Lodge Communication as he 

was in England attending a meeting of the English Bar Association.  With him were other 
notable Masons and lawyers: M.W. Bro. F. W. Harcourt, M.W. Bro. W. N. Ponton, and 
R.W. Bro. W. S. Herrington (who would become the Grand Master in 1931). 

 
In 1930 he was appointed as Grand Representative of the United Grand Lodge of 

England near the Grand Lodge of Canada.  He continued to hold this position until his 
death.  He was the representative of the Grand Lodge of South Dakota near our Grand 
Lodge for many years. 

 
In 1940 Ill. Bro. Rowland was elected as Sovereign Grand Commander of the Ancient 

and Accepted Scottish Rite of the Dominion of Canada, an office which he still held at 
the time of his death.  M.W. Bro. Rowland held the office of Grand Treasurer-General 
from 1934 through 1938. 

 
A clear sign of his influence and the respect he earned is in noting that M.W. Bro. 

Rowland was made an honourary member in fourteen lodges. 
 
As Grand Master 
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M.W. Bro. Rowland presided over three Grand Lodge Communications.  The first 

was while he was Deputy Grand Master and called on to officiate when Grand Master 
M.W. Bro. Drope was ill.  Later, as the 32nd Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada 
in the Province of Ontario, he had the sad duty of announcing the death of M.W. Bro. 
Drope, his immediate predecessor, who died June 21, 1927. 

 
Almost immediately after his installation as Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Dudley H. 

Ferrell, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, arose and on behalf of the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, presented M.W. Bro. Rowland with the Henry Price 
Medal, which he explained was the only decoration presented by his Grand Lodge.  

 
Many lodges in the jurisdiction invited the Grand Master to attend receptions and 

banquets; so many that Grand Master Rowland directed the District Deputy Grand 
Masters to arrange district meetings that he could attend.  All the lodges in a District 
could participate to welcome the Grand Master.  This proved to be such a successful 
venture during the two-year terms of M.W. Bro. Rowland that the practice was 
continued by his successors for a number of years.   

 
M.W. Bro. Rowland was in the twin cities of Fort William and Port Arthur – now 

Thunder Bay – as he delivered his address to the 1926 Annual Communication.  He 
began with an expression of hope that the Treaties of Locarno would achieve the goal 
of peace and safety for Europe.  These treaties were amongst the last to be settled to 
conclude the Great War, or World War I.  He drew attention to a general strike that 
happened in the United Kingdom in May of 1926.  M.W. Bro. Rowland expressed 
“feelings of admiration and pride at the courage, the steadiness and the perfect self-
control” during the non-violent strike.   

 
While highlighting the financial strength of our Grand Lodge, he pointed out that 

the cost of publication of the Annual Proceedings was increasing because the number 
of pages devoted to the reports of the DDGMs was becoming “voluminous”.   He 
recommended that some limit to the space for these reports be considered. 

 
M.W. Bro. Rowland repeated the caution to “Guard well the portals of your lodge.”  

His opinion is that unworthy men are attracted by our banquet table and Benevolence 
Fund.  He put forward “that if the moral and educational purposes of the order were 
more in evidence there would be little to attract the undesirable person.”  

  
With respect to Masonic jurisprudence, or the Rulings, decisions, and edits made 

by the Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Rowland reported that he made many Rulings and 
actions over his term as Grand Master.  Most of his Rulings dealt with the same 
questions his predecessors had received.  He continued the opposition to the Order of 
the Eastern Star.  He added that this is not a disapproval of the Order, its membership 
or its purposes.   
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As Grand Master he expressed concern of proposals to use a survey, or set of 
questions, to interview a candidate and accept him for Masonry on the basis of his 
answers.  He admonished that no survey “can take the place of a report that is based on 
personal knowledge and personal investigation.” 

 
Although M.W. Bro. Rowland was pleased with the growth of lodges in the 

jurisdiction through his term as Grand Master, he cautioned that Masonic buildings 
should not be costly and extravagant.  He recommended “a building modest in 
proportions, artistic in appearance, sufficiently large for the ordinary purposes of the 
lodge, well ventilated and properly equipped and appointed is all that is essential, and 
you will be gratified to know that the number of lodgerooms in which these 
qualifications are lacking is rapidly becoming smaller.” 

 
While highlighting the financial strength of our Grand Lodge, he pointed out that 

the cost of publication of the Annual Proceedings was increasing because the number 
of pages devoted to the reports of the DDGMs was becoming “voluminous”.   He 
recommended that some limit to the space for these reports be considered. 

 
M.W. Bro. Rowland repeated the caution to “Guard well the portals of your lodge.”  

His opinion was that unworthy men are attracted by our banquet table and 
Benevolence Fund.  He put forward “that if the moral and educational purposes of the 
order were more in evidence there would be little to attract the undesirable person.”  

  
Although there was generally peace and stable growth in Canada, the Grand Lodge 

and the Grand Master received many appeals for benevolence.  As an appendix to the 
1926 Grand Master’s Address, the Grand Secretary and Grand Master devoted two pages 
in the Proceedings to explain the workings of the Benevolence Committee and the 
proper exercise of Masonic Charity. 

 
M.W. Bro. Rowland devoted time in his Address to the 1927 Annual Communication 

to note the 60th anniversary of the Confederation of Canada.  “The genius of Canadian 
Confederation was that it united peoples differing from one another in race, in 
language, in religion and in laws, but left them free to live their lives in their own 
particular way.  Its underlying principle was one not of coercion but of co-operation; 
its purpose not merely to promote internal peace and external security, but through the 
medium of a great political co-partnership to secure to the several members a larger 
measure of freedom and an opportunity for development along broader lines.” He 
continued: “in a country like ours, peopled as ours is peoples, the end to be attained is 
not uniformity but unity.” 

 
After using each Annual Address to share his actions as Grand Master, M.W. Bro. 

Rowland delivered his thoughts on Freemasonry.  His 1926 Address concluded with: 
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“And what is the value of it all? Masonry is a progressive science. The more closely you study it, 
the more you see of its workings, the more convinced you are of its power for good. 

You may think of it as a great fraternity extending over the four divisions of the globe, with a 
long and honourable history extending far back into the distant past. A network of lodges, grouped, 
it may be, into independent jurisdictions, but fundamentally one; held together not by any statutory 
or legal bond, but by a common standard of membership, a common confession of faith, an 
allegiance to common ideals and common purposes. A partnership in a common moral and spiritual 
capital that is itself imperishable and eternal. A mighty instrument to break down the barriers of 
misunderstanding between men, and unite them more closely in the bonds of Brotherhood. 

You may think of it as a great moral force directed toward the making of a better citizenship by 
the simple, but only effective method of making better citizens. If it has come down to us through 
the changing centuries, itself unchanged, and has extended its influence wherever civilization is 
found, it is not because of any conscious purpose in the original Fathers of Masonry, but rather 
because of something inherent in Masonry itself. Its genius is that it has, in common with religion, 
the power to appeal direct to the hearts and minds of men, to lift them out of the passing and 
temporary things which make them many into the presence of those permanent things by virtue of 
which they are one, and in the vision of those things they catch a somewhat deeper understanding 
of the meaning of life, a broader outlook upon its problems, a renewed inspiration to usefulness and 
service. 

"The one remains, the many change and pass: Heaven's light forever shines, earth's shadows fly; 
Life like a dome of many coloured glass Stains the white radiance of Eternity." 

It is only to the extent to which men lift their eyes above the shadows to the light that they are 
able to give direction and value to their lives and make progress along the road that leads to that 

" — far-off divine event To which the whole creation moves."” 

 
And in 1927, as his term grew to a close, M.W. Bro. Rowland added these thoughts 

in his Annual Address:  
“The consciousness of duty is the elementary force in virtue of which man’s moral nature grows.  

This ide of duty is the heart and soul of Masonic instruction; the discharge of duty not merely in 
obedience to the command of a Higher Power, but as the only condition on which the meaning of 
life can be realized and happiness attained.” 

“I would not have you believe, and no true friend of Masonry will pretend, that alone it can 
suffice for our moral and spiritual needs.  To substitute the Lodge room for the church, to claim for 
Masonry or any system of morality the regenerating power of a true religion is to misunderstand the 
functions of both.” 

 
As Past Grand Master 
 
M.W. Bro. Rowland worked with M.W. Bro. E.T. Malone, and R.W. Bro. W.M. Logan 

to continue the written history of the Grand Lodge from the efforts of M.W. Bro. John 
Ross Robertson to be released in 1930, on the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Grand 
Lodge. 

 
M.W. Bro. Rowland served as the Grand Treasurer for eight years, from 1933 to 1940. 
 
Rowland Lodge No. 646 GRC, located in Mount Albert, was named in honour of 

M.W. Bro. John A. Rowland when it was instituted in 1928. 
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In 1940 Ill. Bro. Rowland was elected as Sovereign Grand Commander of the Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rite of the Dominion of Canada, an office which he still held at 
the time of his death. 
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