Ontario Masons

William John Drope, MA

Grand Master (1923 - 1925) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons
of Canada in the Province of Ontario

Photo from the Grand Lodge

(1866 - 1927)

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern.

Mr. William John Drope was born September 3, 1866, in Roseneath,
Northumberland County, Ontario. He was educated at Cobourg, where he received a
BA degree in 1889. He graduated with an MA from Trinity College, Toronto, in 1890. He
took honours in mathematics on his graduation from the University of Toronto. He then
attended the Hamilton Normal School where he studied to become a teacher. On
graduation he began an education career at the Peterborough Collegiate Institute as a
mathematics teacher.

In 1892 he married Julia Lillian Nelles (1866 - 1936) on August 9, 1893, in Grimsby.
Their marriage was blessed with two sons and one daughter.

William John Drope and Lillian, as she preferred to be called, returned to
Peterborough until 1895 when he completed his teaching assignment at the Collegiate
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Institute. They then moved to Grimsby where he accepted the office of Headmaster of
Lake Lodge School. He purchased the school and operated the well-known Lake Lodge
Boys' Private School until his death in 1927.

Lake Lodge Boy’s Private School was described as ideal for a residential school “and
a good home for boys during the critical period of the formation development of their
characters.” The property had beautiful surroundings, with vineyards and orchards.
The objective of the school was to prepare young boys for admission to secondary and
post-secondary education. The “manly sports” of cricket, rugby, and tennis were
available on the grounds, while hockey was played at the Grimsby arena after it was
built in 1922. The staff and students attended chapel daily and walked the two and a half
miles to St. Andrew’s Anglican Church on Sundays. Students came from the Niagara
region as well as England, the United States, Bermuda, and South America. By all
accounts, William Drope was a harsh disciplinarian but a very fair man. He was an
excellent Mathematics teacher.

After the death of William Drope in 1926, the impact of the Great Depression and
financial issues forced the closure of the Lake Lodge School in 1933. It stood empty until
1941 when it was demolished.

William Drope took a keen interest in the Grimsby's municipal and educational
affairs and was elected several times to the Grimsby Council. He was also a member of
the Grimsby Board of Education for a number of years and was Chairman of the Board
for 1918. He was also an active member of the Conservative party and in 1914 he
contested the West Lincoln Riding but lost.

When Grimsby High School was being constructed, Union Lodge No. 7 convened a
special meeting on May 20, 1925, and laid the cornerstone of the building at the request
of the Board of Education. M.W. Bro. Drope officiated at the laying of this corner stone,
assisted by the Grand Lodge Officers and in the presence of a large concourse of
brethren and inhabitants of the Town of Grimsby and the surrounding district.

M. W. Bro. William John Drope died on June 21, 1927, in Grimsby, after several years
of poor health aggravated by pernicious anaemia. He is buried in St. Andrew’s Church
Cemetery, Grimsby. The monument marking his grave is inscribed with his role as
Grand Master. His wife J. Lillian Nelles is interred beside him.

A portrait of M\W. Bro. William John Drope in the regalia of Grand Master is
displayed with pride in the meeting rooms of Union Lodge No. 7.

Masonic Career

In Symbolic Masonry, Mr. William John Drope was initiated in Peterborough Lodge
No. 155, Peterborough in 1892. He moved to the Grimsby area shortly afterwards and
visited Union Lodge No. 7 which he had first attended on August 1, 1895. He affiliated
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with Union Lodge No. 7 on November 4, 1897, becoming Lodge Historian and Secretary
of the Anniversary Committee of Union Lodge No. 7 for 1899 and was, at that time, one
of three Lodge members who were descendants of the original founders of the Lodge:
Bros. J. D. Bennett, Murray Pettit and William John Drope (by marriage). Bro. Drope
wrote “A history of Union Lodge No.7, Grimsby, Ontario, Canada.” This was a lengthy
speech delivered on the occasion of the Centennial Celebration at Grimsby Park, on
August 17th, 1899. Union Lodge No. 7 in Grimsby holds a Warrant Constituted on
December 17, 1799, meaning it has enjoyed more than 200 years of Masonry.

He served as Worshipful Master of Union Lodge No. 7 for the year 1900.

He was elected as District Deputy Grand Master of the Niagara District No. 10 for
the 1902 - 1903 term, serving 20 lodges. As DDGM he expressed concern about the
preservation of lodge records. Many lodges have lost records due to fires, and he noted
“the history of Masonry will in future ages be a potent factor in the history of the
development of our country”. DDGM Drope spoke of a Lodge of Instruction as
“pleasurable of account of the social intercourse, and profitable from the amount of
information and instruction imparted”.

After serving on various committees of Grand Lodge and holding a number of
offices, he was elected as Deputy Grand Master for the 1921 - 1922 and 1922 - 1923 term:s.
In July 1923 he was elected as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada
in the Province of Ontario for the 1923 - 1924 and 1924 - 1925 terms.

No details are known of any involvement in the York or Scottish Rite bodies.

For several years M.\W. Bro. Drope was appointed the representative of the Grand
Lodge of Peru near our Grand Lodge, and later he was appointed the representative of
the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia near our Grand Lodge.

As Grand Master

Over his term as Grand Master, M.W. Bro. William John Drope had the sad task of
announcing the deaths of four Past Grand Masters. M.W. Bro. Henry Roberston and
M.W. Brother A. T. Freed died in September of 1924. And in March of 1925 both M. W.
Bro. W. R. White and M.W. Bro. John E. Harding died.

On a more positive note, our 31st Grand Master was pleased to note that many
lodges were improving their quarters and recommended the inclusion of Masonic
libraries and reading rooms. He went further with regards to Masonic Education to
state: “The study of the philosophy, symbolism, history and traditions of Masonry is an
inexhaustible one”. And he emphasized that “Masonry should be educative. Its study
broadens the mind and sharpens the intellectual faculties.”
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During a visit to Virginia, M.\W. Bro. Drope participated in the ceremony of laying
the cornerstone for the George Washington Masonic National Memorial. His
description of the building and the event are glowing.

M.W. Bro. Drope visited many lodges during his time as Grand Master. He heartily
endorsed and encouraged all Masons to enjoy the privilege of inter-lodge visits.

As all Grand Masters must do, M.\W. Bro. Drope had to adjudicate Masonic offences.
He deplored that Masons found guilty of criminal offences were not subject to Masonic
trials and expelled if they were found guilty. In his Address he declared: “Immorality in
every form must be banished from our Lodges. Our laws must be enforced. He who
violates the laws of God or the State must be expelled from the body of Masonry.”

The Ku Klux Klan was actively recruiting members in Ontario. M.W. Bro. Drope
distanced Masonry from this activity with the declaration “T wish to state in the most
emphatic language that the Ku Klux Klan has no connection direct or indirect, in letter,
in spirit or otherwise howsoever with the Masonic Order in the Province of Ontario.”

Freemasonry in Ontario was growing rapidly. M.W. Bro. Drope spent time as Grand
Master to draw attention to the qualifications needed for a Mason to become the
Worshipful Master, or the Secretary, of a lodge. He summarized his description of the
qualifications needed by asserting “While the Master should have a judicial mind, and
executive ability, the Secretary should be one who is careful and correct in detail work.”

Unfortunately, M\W. Bro. Drope became ill during the last months of his time as
Grand Master. He was too ill to attend the Grand Lodge Communication held in
Hamilton in 1925 to share his final message in person. He closed his first Address with
the exhortation “We have a mission in this world. Let us prove worthy of the trust. This
is a good world. Let us all strive to make it better.” And he concluded his last Address
with the words “let us spend our to-days in such a manner that we may be prepared for
the endless tomorrow, when it arrives.”
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