Ontario Masons

Sidney Albert Luke

Grand Master 1914 - 1916 of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of
Canada in the Province of Ontario

Photo from the Grand Lodge

(1861 - 1918)
Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern.

The Luke family came from Cornwall, England in 1854 and settled in Oshawa,
Ontario, where Sydney Albert Luke, the eldest of six sons, was born on December 15,
1862. It is not clear when he removed to Ottawa, but for thirty-five years he conducted
a successful furniture business under his own name, on Rideau Street at a location that
is now part of the Rideau Centre.

His philanthropic and community activities included the Ottawa Boy's Home, the

Rescue Mission, the Ottawa Association for the Blind, and the Canadian Victory Loan
Campaign.
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He was a member of the Rotary Club of Ottawa. At the time of his death, he was
the Governor of the Fourth Rotary District, making him the head of the Rotary clubs in
Rochester, Syracuse, Buffalo, Ogdensburg, Montreal, Toronto, Hamilton and Ottawa.

The Ottawa Citizen reported on his death: “A great believer in the Golden Rule - a
square deal for all - the late Mr. Luke was one of the most enthusiastic supporters of the
Rotary Club here, a movement founded on this high ideal. From the start of the club
three years ago, he took an active part in promoting its welfare, and at the
commencement of the second year of the club's existence, he was elected President.
Under his able guidance the club advanced in its sphere on usefulness, as well as in
strength of membership. Through the leadership of the deceased a practical application
of the ideals of the club was found in philanthropic and patriotic work. One of the
greatest things he saw accomplished during his term as president was the rejuvenation
of the Ottawa Association for the Blind. By stepping in and reorganizing the club,
running a campaign to raise the necessary funds the Rotary Club saved this worthy
institution, and placed it solidly on its feet again that today. It is a medium through
which a score or more sightless people are enabled to make a good living.”

On August 28, 1901, he married Mary Ellen Jane Hunter (1861 - 1940). They had
three children, a daughter and two sons.

While working on a Victory Bond campaign he became ill. He was at home,
recovering from this illness when he suffered a heart attack. Sydney Albert Luke died
on November 23, 1918, at the age of 56.

After a funeral at First Baptist Church, where he was an active member, he was
buried in Beechwood Cemetery on November 26, 1918, with full Masonic honours. A
portrait of M.\W. Bro. Sidney Albert Luke was painted by renowned Canadian artist Sir
E. Wyly Greir. It is displayed at the Ottawa Masonic Centre on Walkley Road.

Masonic Career

Mr. Sydney Albert Luke was initiated into Doric Lodge, No. 58 GRC, Ottawa, on
October 4, 1889. He was passed on November 1, 1889, and raised on December 6, 1889.
He served as WM of the Lodge for two consecutive terms: 1892 - 1893 and 1893 - 1894.

He served as District Deputy Grand Master of the Ottawa District No. 16 in 1904 -
1905. The report M.\W. Bro. Luke submitted as DDGM for Ottawa District is thorough
and detailed. It runs to 18 pages in the Annual Proceedings for 1905. He evaluated the
ritual work of each lodge, its finances, and membership growth. He presented the
warrant to a lodge and conducted the ceremony to consecrate the lodge room. He
observed that lodge Secretaries are over-worked and under-appreciated. DDGM Luke
devoted a portion of his report on Ottawa District to call for an increase of the initiation
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fee. He also wrote: “There is not enough time to properly post Candidates and instruct
them so that they may acquit themselves creditably, not enough time to do other than
automatically grind out Masons, who are under present circumstances dismissed so
hurriedly and so abruptly as to give the newly initiated a poor impression of the work
and its impressive character, which is a matter for deep regret, since first impressions
are generally the most lasting. It would apparently be better for the Craft to enlighten
and interest present members and those who may be initiated, though few in number,
under an increased fee, than to imperfectly instruct a larger number.”

He became a member of the Board of General Purposes for the years 1906 to 1912
inclusive; a member of the Committee on Warrants in 1906, and of the Committee on
Grievance and Appeals for the following years, being Chairman in 1911 and 1912.

He was elected the Deputy Grand Master for 1912 through 1914.

He was elected as the 27th Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the
Province of Ontario and served for the 1914 - 1915 and 1915 - 1916 terms. During his time
in the office of Grand Master he officiated at the construction and dedication of the new
Ottawa Masonic Temple located at 111 Metcalfe Street.

In Capitular Masonry, he was exalted in Carleton Chapter, No. 16 of Royal Arch
Masons in Ottawa and served as First Principal. Then he was elected as Grand
Superintendent of Ottawa District 13 for the term of 1899 - 1900. He was appointed as
Grand Director of Ceremonies in the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada in
the Province of Ontario.

In Knights Templary, he was a member of Ottawa Preceptory No. 32 and served as
Presiding Preceptor in 1903 - 1904. He was elected as Grand Councillor of the Sovereign
Great Priory for the 1912 - 1913 term.

He was a member of the Ottawa Lodge of Perfection and served as Thrice Puissant
Grand Master from 1896 through 1898. In the Murray Chapter of Rose Croix, he served
as Most Wise Sovereign in 1900. He was appointed an Honorary Inspector-General 33°
in 1903 and as an Active Inspector-General 33° starting in 1908. He held the office of
Grand Standard Bearer of the Supreme Council in 1913. He was a member of the Royal
Order of Scotland.

M.W. Bro. Luke was a member of Karnak Temple, AL A.O.N.M.S.

He was also the Grand Representative near the Grand Lodge of Vermont.

As Grand Master
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The war in Europe, or the Great War, eventually to be known as World War I, was
underway as M.W. Bro. Luke administered the Craft as our 27th Grand Master. He spoke
about “a dread foreboding” that the next news from the battle front might bring fearful
news of a relative or friend.

To provide some comfort and encouragement, M.W. Bro. Luke spent time in his
first Address to speak about war. He said, “we in Canada have no war past.” There is a
century of peace with our American neighbours. But to this he added that the greatest
lesson of war is to be prepared for war. He continued adding that the second lesson of
war is also taught in the Knight Templar system: Magna est veritas et prevalebit, or “Great
is Truth and it will prevail.” M.W. Bro. Luke undertook in his first year to assemble and
publish a list of Masons who enlisted to serve. But administrative difficulties prevented
such a list being published until the war ended. M.W. Bro. Luke noted that two Past
Grand Masters (M.W. Bro. Malone, and M.W. Bro. Gibson) had lost sons on the
battlefield.

M.W. Bro. Luke shared the details of some administrative tasks he handled in
which the reputation of the Grand Lodge is maintained. Recognition of other Grand
Lodges, requests by other Grand Lodges to allow Masons from there to receive degrees
here, the state of finances of our Grand Lodge as well as benevolence and charitable
donations were described in his Address. The condition of Masonry with respect to the
number of lodges, number and location of dispensations to form new lodges, and the
approval of lodge By-laws all received his attention. M.\W. Bro. Luke noted that the office
staff continued the effort to prepare a card index of the names appearing on the register
of the Grand Lodge since formation in 1855 was continuing. About 80,000 names had
already been added to the register, and the effort was not complete.

There are two lodges in our jurisdiction holding permission to continue to use an
“Irish Work”. M.W. Bro. Luke reluctantly granted dispensations to exemplify their work
at alodge in Toronto. The Grand Master didn't consider there was anything wrong with
the Irish Work, but he was concerned that the Canadian Ritual was still in need of
attention.

M.W. Bro. Luke shared summaries of a number of decisions, or rulings, that he
made as Grand Master. Some of these rulings are:

- That a member applying for demit during the year is only liable for the pro

rated amount for the portion of the year he was a member.

- That a member in a foreign jurisdiction moves here and joins a local lodge,

notwithstanding that he subsequently becomes suspended for Non-Payment of

Dues in the foreign jurisdiction, he is still in good standing here.

- That there should be no applause in lodge after the rendering of any work.

- That it is customary, not compulsory, that the Worshipful Master invite the

brethren to examine the ballot.
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- That if a lodge forms a social club, it cannot be called the "Masonic Social Club".

M.W. Bro. Luke expressed his concern that some lodges appeared to hare a
competitive spirit. He saw this in “altogether too much attention given to the
importance of social nights” where the Worshipful Master of the lodge is “like a theatre
manager” overseeing events that overshadow the importance and solemnity of “the
work”. He likewise expressed concern about the lengthy lists of applicants appearing
the Summonses of some lodges. His opinion is that when a lodge admits too many men,
then the conferring of degrees can become “irksome labor” instead of a pleasure.

The tone of society during these war years is reflected in the number of pages (and
amount of time) that M.\W. Bro. Luke devoted to expounding on the war in his Address
at the Grand Lodge Communication. M.W. Bro. Luke delivered a vehement
denunciation of Germany, and extensive praise for Canadians and members of the
Empire who actively engaged in the war. M.W. Luke railed against those opposed to
conscription.

In 1917 M.W. Bro. Luke acknowledged Canada’s Jubilee year, this being 50 years
since Confederation.

M.W. Bro. Sydney Albert Luke had the sad task of announcing the death of M.W.
Bro. James Kirkpatrick Kerr. He shared that “Our late brother was a man of exceptional
energy and cosmopolitan endeavour”.

Giving demonstration that Masonic Ritual can change, M\W. Bro. Luke approved a
revision to a paragraph of the Charge to the Newly Initiated Candidate. The wording
was prepared by M.\W. Bros. Malone and Freed, and R-W. Bro. Drope (who later became
M.W. Bro. William John Drope).

M.W. Bro. Luke shared that the Grand Lodge had been asked to state a position on
current affairs or “public questions”. He declined to do so. He preferred to speak to
Masons, “to educate in the fundamental principles of right living and so impress those
principles upon their minds that their conduct will render individual action and
influence of greater value to society than any collective endeavour”.

M.W. Bro. Luke concluded his final Address with “It is said to be a truth - a valuable
truth - that man learns his lesson oftener through his emotions than through reason.
From naked, plain truth men indifferently turn away to search in myth and symbol for
that which was clearly exposed and explained from the beginning. If these are facts, the
wonderful success of Masonry as a teacher of a science which in purpose and scope
embraces everything which makes up the sum total of man's striving in this life -
morally, socially, politically and industrially, is due to the form, sign and symbol by
which it conveys its lessons, and in my judgment, there is no system, no place, nothing
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proclaimed from platform, stage or pulpit, which excels in practical value to men these
lessons of the lodge room.”

As Past Grand Master

Sydney Albert Lodge No. 558, of Ottawa, was formed in 1919 and named to honour

M.W. Bro. Sydney Albert Luke.
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