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Augustus Toplady Freed 

Grand Master (1907 – 1909) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 
Honorary Grand First Principal (1920) of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of 

Canada in the Province of Ontario 
 

 

Photo from the Grand Lodge 

(1835 - 1924) 

An extensive biography of Augustus Toplady Freed was prepared by W. Bro. Evans F. 
Greer and presented as Paper No. 65 of the Canadian Masonic Research Association on 
May 8, 1962.  It is used by permission of The Heritage Lodge No. 730. 

An Addenda with additional information was prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern. 
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Augustus Toplady Freed 
Editor, Author, Orator, Perfectionist, Imperialist, Freemason 

 
FAMILY HISTORY 
 

Freemasonry lost a very distinguished member in the death of Brother Augustus 
Toplady Freed, which took place on the 27th of September, 1924, at the ripe age of 88. 

 
Brother Freed was born in Beamsville, Ontario, in November 1835, the son of James 

Freed and Charlotte, daughter of the Rev. Thomas Hill, a Baptist minister.  His father was 
of English origin, a yeoman of Kent.  He was married to Martha Elizabeth, daughter of 
Mr. & Mrs. A.J. Parker of Port Jefferson, Long Island. While residing in Hamilton, Brother 
Freed lived at “Hawcob,” 49 Homewood Avenue. 
 
LITERARY CAREER 
 

In his early life, he laid the foundation of a career that was outstanding in the field 
of Journalism.  After filling various positions as printer and editor, in and near Hamilton, 
Ontario, he went in 1855 to New York and was employed by the “New York Tribune,” 
conducted by the celebrated Horace Greely.  The influence of his associations in this 
connection served to strengthen his ambition to succeed in newspaper work and must 
have been influenced materially his subsequent career in that direction. 

 
 He became the chief editorial writer and re0porter for the old “Banner” of 

Hamilton, and later on started the “Literary Garland” here in company with Richard 
Donnelly and Tom Pigott.  The “Hamilton Banner” was what might be called a 
corporation organ, as it was founded to promote the interests of the Great Western 
Railway that commenced serving the traveling public n 1854.  One of his teachers was 
the distinguished Robert Spence, later newspaper editor and Postmaster General of the 
MacNab-Morin ministry. 

 
 Augustus started to work in the print shop of the Dundas “Warder” as the printer’s 

devil to John W. Harris, father of the future founders of the Hamilton Herald (1889).  This 
boy delivered his newspapers along the Governor’s Road on horseback, improving the 
homeward journey in composing poetry of doubtful merit.  However, he was destined 
to do better in that line later, for there are literally hundreds of effusions of a poetic 
character attributed to his lover of the muse.  Harris and Jones were publishers of the 
“Warder.” 

 
 They did not however, hit it off very well and in time, Gus, as he was known, 

withdrew from his princely job at a few, and very few, shillings a week and came to 
Hamilton, which at the time was the hub of things.  He received a job at once in the 
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printing department of Bull’s “Hamilton Gazette,” but in due course, went over to the 
“Journal Express.”  He next showed up at the composing case in the “Spectator” office. 

 
 Hard and difficult times however were on and Freed decided to strike out for 

greener fields and richer rewards, and he set out for the United States.  In 1859 he landed 
at Albany and got a job as compositor.  He worked for awhile and moved on to New 
York.  There he found employment on the “New York Tribune.”  After a few months he 
left this employer to fight in the Civil War, and we shall later deal with his military career. 

 
 Following the Civil War, he went to Chicago and there found a berth awaiting him 

in the printing establishment of an old friend from Hamilton, R. R. Donnelly.  In 1871 
Freed returned to New York and from that center answered the call of the country and 
came home to take a post in the editorial department of the “Spectator,” but in 1874 a 
tempting offer from the New York Times was received by him.  He packed up again and 
took the train to Gotham. 

 
 He did not stay long however, and was on his way again and westward to Chicago 

as manager of the “Lakeshore Press,” but in 1880, he was comfortably establishe4d as 
associate editor of the “Hamilton Spectator.”  In 1881, Bro. Freed took the helm in the 
editorial department, but resigned the editorship in 1892 to take on duties of Inspector 
of Weights and Measures. 

 
 Brother Freed has been very aptly described as one of the most effective editorial 

writers of his day; endowed by nature with the gift of literary expression, reinforced by 
wide reading, earnest study and keen observation.  He was always ready and forceful 
when called upon either as writer or speaker. 

 
 In 1891, at an occasion at the Masonic Hall on James Street North, Hamilton, when 

a presentation of a splendid silk Union Jack was made to The Barton Lodge No. 6, A.F. & 
A.M. by its Past Masters, Brother A.T. Freed composed a song for the occasion: 
 

Rough John, Tough John, Bluff John Bull, 
 

The man that carries the burden 
and the man who has the pull, 
The march of empire thunders 
as his martial footsteps fall 
For old John Bull is 
“The Daddy of them all”. 

 
He was also author of “Life of Hancock” and the patriotic lines, “Canada to 

Britain.”  He was a great believer in Canada first and desired the closest possible union 
of the empire. 
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MILITARY EXPLOITS 
 

Big bounties were paid by loyal Americans to others to take their places in the firing 
line during the Civil War. The adventurous Freed was offered $300.00.  He took it and 
donned the blue uniform in 1862 and marched to war with the 27th New Haven 
Regiment.  He fought in the Battles of Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, and 
Gettysburg.  He served in the ranks during the conflict without serious mishap. 

 
 He was one of the Chicago volunteers who returned to Canada during the Fenian 

raid of 1866.  Being a staunch protectionist and imperialist, he could not resist the call to 
arms at this time.  The Fenian Brotherhood, organized in Ireland and among Irish 
Americans to win Ireland’s independence from Britain, took advantage of the general 
restlessness in the Unites States and hostility towards Britain following the American 
Civil War to make several raids on Canada.  A half-hearted attempt on New Brunswick’s 
Campobello Island was followed by a much more serious effort under John O’Neill who 
led 1500 Fenians across the Niagara River on May 31, 1866 and won a victory over a 
Canadian force at Ridgeway before withdrawing.  Simultaneously, there was some 
plundering near Huntingdon.  Despite many alarms, the only other major raid was in 
May, 1870, when a force raised by O’Neill was met by resolute Canadians at Eccles Hill 
on May 25th and driven back across the border.  We are proud to report that Brother 
Freed fought with the Canadians. 
 
BUSINESS CAREER 
 

In 1892 Brother Freed resigned the editorship of editorship of The Hamilton 
Spectator to take on the duties of Inspector of Weights and Measures at Hamilton for 
the Dominion Government.  He retired from this office after sixteen years of faithful 
service to spend his remaining days in quite seclusion and in the enjoyment of the warm 
friendships he had formed. 
 
MASONIC HISTORY 
 

Brother Freed’s greatest outside interest was in Freemasonry. 
 
He was initiated in Independence Lodge No. 185 A.F. & A.M., New York City.  Upon 

his return to Hamilton, he affiliated with The Barton Lodge No. 6 on April 8th, 1874 and 
became its Worshipful Master in 1896; was District Deputy Grand Master of Hamilton 
District No. 8 in 1898; was elected to the Board of General Purposes for two years, 1905 
and 1906; he was then called upon to fill the chair of the Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge in 1903 and 1904; served as Deputy Grand Master for two years, 1905 and 1906; 
he was then called upon to fill the chair of the Grand Master in 1907 and this call was 
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repeated in 1908.  He attended every Grand Lodge meeting since that time until the year 
of his death in 1924. 

 
He was elected to honorary membership in many constituent lodges and was for 

many years, and up to the time of his death, Honorary President of the Hamilton District 
Past Maters’ Association. 

 
Brother Freed joined St. John’s Chapter No. 6, Hamilton on February 8, 1900 at the 

age of 64 and received his Mark Master degree.  He was exalted to the sublime degree 
of the Holy Royal arch on June 14 of the same year.  He became First Principal of the 
Chapter in 1906, Grand Superintendent in the year 1908 and served in an elective 
capacity on the Grand Chapter committees for many years until 1920 when he was 
made Honorary past Grand Z in that year. 

 
 He is credited with discovering the charter for No. 1 and No. 2 Lodge A.F. & A.M., 

Niagara-in-the-Lake, in England and returned them to their rightful owners. 
 
 He entered the Ancient Free and accepted Scottish Rite – Murton Lodge of 

Perfection – in November, 1888, and obtained the succeeding degrees in the Hamilton 
Bodies, completing the course in June, 1894.  He was Thrice Puissant Grand Master of 
Murton Lodge in 1897 and 1898. 

 
 On the 28th of October, 1903, he became an Honorary Inspector-General, 33°, and 

on the 29th of October, 1914, he was crowned a Sovereign Grand Inspector-General, and 
received into Active membership in the Supreme Council. 

 
 He was also a member of the Royal Order of Scotland. 
 
 The funeral services were conducted by The Barton Lodge No. 6 A.F. & A.M. at the 

Scottish Rite Cathedral; there was a very large attendance including many Grand Lodge 
officers form Canada and the United States. 

 
 As a mark of respect to the memory of our departed Brother, the usual Badge of 

Mourning was worn for a period of sixty days. 
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Addenda by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern 
 

Augustus Toplady Freed married Martha Elizabeth Parker (1841 – 1903), daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Parker of Port Jefferson, Long Island. He died at his home, 49 
Homewood Avenue, Hamilton, on September 27, 1924.  

 
In his military career he attained the rank of Sergeant.   
 
Prime Minister Sir John A. MacDonald launched a Royal Commission on the 

Relations of Capital and Labor in Canada.  Augustus T. Freed was one of the 16 
commissioners appointed in 1886.  The initial Chairman of the Commission died 
suddenly, and Augustus T. Freed was appointed Chairman in his stead.  The Royal 
Commission was marked by conflicts and, being unable to reach agreement, two 
reports were submitted in 1889.  

 
M.W. Bro. Augustus Toplady Freed is interred at Hamilton Cemetery, where his wife 

Martha Elizabeth is also buried.  There are no Masonic designations on the monument 
for the grave. 
 
Masonic Career 
 

Mr. Augustus Toplady Freed was initiated in Independence Lodge, No. 185 GRNY, in 
New York City and presumably passed and raised although no dates are known.  

 
A portrait of Grand Master Augustus Toplady Freed adorns the walls at the West 

Toronto Masonic Hall, Annette Street, Toronto. 
 
M.W. Bro. Freed served as the Representative of the Grand Lodge of New York near 

our Grand Lodge.  He served the same role for the Grand Lodge of Alabama. 
 
As Grand Master 
 

M.W. Bro Augustus Toplady Freed was the 23rd Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario. 

 
M.W. Bro. Freed used his annual Address to share lists of his rulings as Grand Master 

in a “Question and Answer” form.  This including rulings on procedures applying to 
suspended brethren seeking restoration of membership, orders of business in a lodge 
meeting, and necessity of the Worshipful Master to have served as a Warden in a lodge 
within our jurisdiction.  He also delivered rulings on the procedures for balloting, and 
qualifications of candidates and officers.  M.W. Bro. Freed commented that many of the 



 
 

April 2024 Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario P a g e  | 7 

letters sent to him asking for decisions need not have been sent if the Masters of lodges 
would read the Book of Constitution.    

 
M.W. Bro. Freed details his efforts leading up to the removal of a District Deputy 

Grand Master from his office.  The case for St. Clair District No. 2 may be summarized 
that after being elected, the DDGM had moved out of Ontario.  He had not made any 
official visits to lodges and neglected his other duties as DDGM.  About half-way through 
the Masonic year, M.W. Bro. Freed removed the elected DDGM from office and 
appointed a Past DDGM in his stead.  M.W. Bro. Freed used this incident to address the 
role of the DDGM as “the eyes of Grand Lodge and the superintendents of work.”   

 
The warrant of Royal Solomon Lodge No. 293 at Jerusalem was returned to the 

Grand Secretary.  M.W. Bro. Freed declared “the affairs of that body may now be 
considered a closed chapter in our history.” 

 
Two examples of using Masonry for private or personal gain were described by 

M.W. Bro. Freed.  In one case, incorporation was sought for an entity to be called the 
‘Masonic Protective Association’.  After some effort, the word ‘Masonic’ was removed 
from the name of the company; but it opened for business with the letters ‘A.F. & A.M.’ 
as well as the declaration its business was ‘for Masons only’.  Another association in 
Toronto proclaimed that only Masons were eligible for membership.  M.W. Bro. Freed 
explained that the actions are legal in Canada but violate the laws and traditions of 
Masonry. 
 
As Past Grand Master 
 

The tributes to M.W. Bro. Augustus Toplady Freed after his death noted his regular 
attendance at Grand Lodge meetings and his steadfast counsel to all Grand Lodge 
officers.   

 
As a Past Grand Master, he contributed a paper entitled “Early History of 

Freemasonry in Upper Canada” to the book “A Concise History of Freemasonry in 
Canada” compiled and published by Osborne Sheppard.   
 
 
Sources for the Addenda by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern:  
(1) Jenkyns, Michael Biography of PGM Augustus Toplady Freed Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province 

of Ontario 
(2) Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F.& A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario: 1907, 1908, 

1909, 1924. 
(3) Commemoration of the Graves of the Grand Masters, December 2018.  A project of the Museum and 

Archives Team. 
(4) Herrington, W.S., and Foley, R.S., editor Dunlop, Wm. J. ‘A History of the Grand Lodge A.F.&A.M. of 

Canada in the Province of Ontario’ (1955) McCallum Press Ltd., Toronto. 
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(5) Reynolds, John W., (2012) An overview of some significant or interesting contributions during the 
terms of the Grand Masters of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario, revisited ‘The 
Architect’ December 2012 

(6) Runnalls, J. Lawrence (1979) Our Past Grand Masters privately published. 
(7) Turnbull, Corey R. They Adorn Our Walls (2015) Toronto West Masonic Temple, 151 Annette Street, 

Toronto 
(8) Family information confirmed on Ancestry.com and Find-A-Grave.com.  Accessed February 2024 
(9) Report of the Royal Commission on the Relations of Labor and Capital in Canada (1889) Queen’s 

Printer, Ottawa.  Accessed February 2024 at: 
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2014/bcp-pco/CP32-146-1889-1-eng.pdf  

(10) Sheppard, Osborne (1912) A Concise History of Freemasonry in Canada printed by R. Duncan & Co., 
Hamilton 
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