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Benjamin Allen 

Grand Master (1904 – 1905) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 

 

Photo from the Grand Lodge 

(1854 – 1920) 

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern. 

Benjamin Allen was born in Armagh, Ireland, in 1854. He came to Canada in 1880 
and was continuously engaged in commerce.  For a while he was a bookkeeper with 
John Macdonald & Company.  Then he worked primarily as a manufacturer’s agent 
from coast to coast.  

He remained a bachelor through most of his life.  He was 58 when, on June 5th, 
1912, he married Elizabeth Carrick (1847 – 1950).  They did not have any children. 

Benjamin Allen was an active member of the Metropolitan Methodist Church. 
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He died on April 12, 1920, at his home at 230 Jarvis Street in Toronto.  He was 
buried in Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Toronto.  The monument for his grave does not 
indicate his Masonic career. 

A portrait of M.W. Bro. Benjamin Allen is displayed at Wentworth Lodge No. 166 in 
Stoney Creek.  The portrait was painted by famed artist Sir E. Wyly Grier. 

Masonic Career 

Mr. Benjamin Allen was initiated into Freemasonry by Ashlar Lodge No. 247, 
Toronto, on November 27, 1883.  M. W. Bro. Benjamin Allen and M. W. Bro Charles 
Staunton Hamilton (Grand Master for 1945 - 1946), were members of this Lodge.  
Unfortunately, the lodge had its Warrant revoked in December of 2020 due to 
extenuating circumstances.   

Bro. Allen served as Worshipful Master for the term 1887 - 1888.  

At Grand Lodge he was elected as Grand Senior Warden in 1895. He was elected as 
Deputy Grand Master for the years 1902 - 1903 and 1903 – 1904.  Deputy Grand Master 
Allen attended 125 Masonic meetings, an average of four each week, from September 
to June prior to being elected as Grand Master.  Many of these meetings were events 
that welcomed current and Past Grand Masters from other jurisdictions. 

Then he was elected as Grand Master for the term 1904 - 1905 of the Grand Lodge 
A. F. & A. M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario. From the time he was first elected to 
the Board of General Purposes of Grand Lodge on July 22, 1898, until his death in 1920, 
he was a member for 24 years. 

In Capitular Masonry his career is unclear, but it is noted that he was Past Grand 
Registrar at the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada.  An authority notes 
that he served as a Past Preceptor in Knights Templary. 

He was a member of the Scottish Rite and was coroneted as a Grand Inspector 
General 33°. He served as the Grand Chancellor for the years 1910 through 1913.  On 
October 24, 1913, he was elected as Sovereign Grand Commander of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of the Dominion of Canada and served in that capacity until 
October 25, 1919. 

M.W. Bro. Benjamin Allen was the representative of the Grand Lodge of Vermont 
near our Grand Lodge for several years.  With the death of M.W. Bro. Kivas Tully (Hon. 
PGM) in 1905, the Grand Lodge of Ireland appointed M.W. Bro. Allen to be the 
representative of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, the land of his birth, near our Grand 
Lodge. 

As Grand Master 
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Our 21st Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Benjamin Allen continued to travel and visit 
Masonic meetings.  He traveled to Victoria and Vancouver, New Brunswick, Nova 
Scotia, and New York as well as many places in Ontario.  

At the 1905 Grand Lodge Communication in Hamilton, M.W. Bro. Allen opened his 
Address with “It gives me great pleasure to meet you assembled in such large 
numbers, as the representatives of Masonry in this Province, and to welcome you 
fraternally to the Fiftieth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Canada. At the 
close of a year remarkable for material progress, characterized by the growth of 
Masonic zeal, and unmarred by discord or any untoward incident—a year of peace, 
happiness and prosperity, we have every reason for satisfaction with the condition 
and continued advancement of our beloved institution, always remembering the 
gratitude we owe to the Great Architect of the Universe, whose blessing we cannot but 
feel has rested on our labors.” 

Grand Master Allen had the sad duty to announce the death of M.W. Bro. Kivas 
Tully, an Honourary Past Grand Master.  M.W. Bro. Tully had been very active in the 
formation of our Grand Lodge fifty years earlier.  

M.W. Bro. Allen reported that he made many rulings which may best be described 
as reinforcing Masonic protocol, etiquette, and decorum.  In addition, he stated: “It is 
most gratifying to me to be able to report that during the twelve months I have not 
been compelled to appoint a commission or to investigate a charge against any of the 
35,000 members of the Craft.”  

An important step of governance was the presentation of a revision to the 
Constitution, which was accepted.   

M.W. Bro. Benjamin Allen’s concluding comment was: “My sole aim and my 
constant endeavor, during my year of office, have been to promote the welfare of the 
Craft in this jurisdiction; and, in laying down the gavel. I can voice no better wish for 
Grand Lodge than that, under the Divine blessing, its record may be as clear and its 
progress as marked as they have been during the first half-century of its history.” 

The Grand Lodge Annual Proceedings do not give an indication of why M.W. Bro. 
Benjamin Allen served only one year.  Even though there was an annual election for 
the office of Grand Master, by the time M.W. Bro. Allen was elected it was the practice 
that the Grand Master would serve for two years.   

As Past Grand Master 

M.W. Bro. Benjamin Allen attended the dedication of the cornerstone of the 
Masonic Temple built at the corner of Yonge Street and davenport Road in Toronto.   
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A eulogist said “To know Benjamin Allen was to love him.  His genial smile, his 
courteous manner, his pleasant greeting, in unswerving loyalty made him hosts of 
friends who continued to admire and like him more the longer they knew him.” 
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