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     Arthur W illiam Patrick Albert, 1st Duke of Connaught and Strathearn was born at Buckingham Palace on

May 1, 1850, the third son of Queen Victoria. He was educated privately and then attended the Royal Military

Academy, W oolwich. He spent a year with the 1st Battalion of the Rifle Brigade in Montreal where he turned

out for a Fenian raid in 1870. After a military career which took him to Egypt, India, Ireland and South Africa

he was made a Field Marshal in 1902.

     The Duke of Connaught was appointed as Governor General of Canada from 1911 to 1916. As nominal

commander-in-chief of the Canadian militia he took his role very seriously and his insistence on being

consulted about the details of war administration created considerable tension between him and the Minister

of Militia, Sam Hughes and stretched his constitutional position and the patience of the Prime Minister, Robert

L. Borden, to the limit.

     The Duke of Connaught returned to England in 1916. He died at Bagshot Park, Surrey, on January 16,

1942.

     Both the Duke of Connaught and his elder brother, HRH the Prince of W ales (later King Edward VII) were

dedicated Masons.

Masonic Career

     In 1870 the Duke of Zetland gave up the Grand Mastership of the United Grand Lodge of England and was

succeeded by the Marquess of Ripon (then Earl de Grey and Ripon). Ripon’s successor in 1874 was the

Prince of W ales. In 1876 the Duke of Connaught became Senior Grand W arden, and in 1886 the Duke was

made Provincial Grand Master for Sussex (the first time such an office had been held by a member of the

Royal family). W hen the Prince of W ales ascended the Throne in 1901 as King Edward VII he resigned as

Grand Master and became Protector of the Craft. He was succeeded by his brother, the Duke of Connaught,

who reigned as Grand Master for 38 years (the second longest recorded period, the longest sitting Grand

Master being the Duke of Leinster in Ireland, who was Grand Master for 61 years). 

     The Duke of Connaught’s reign as Grand Master saw the greatest success and prosperity of the Craft in

the United Kingdom and around the world. Some of the key events included: the creation of “London Grand

Rank” in 1908; the 1917 Bicentenary of Grand Lodge and the 1919 Masonic Peace Celebrations; the

construction and opening of the Royal Masonic Hospital in 1920 which has gone through several extensions

and upgrades; the Masonic Peace Memorial of 1933 (the name given to the new Masonic Hall at Great Queen

Street). For health reasons the Duke of Connaught resigned as Grand Master in 1939 and was succeeded

by HRH George, Duke of Kent.

     At the 47th Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario

(July 16-17, 1902, W indsor),  it was moved by R.W .Bro. George J. Bennett and seconded by M.W .Bro. Hugh

Murray, and resolved: that the rank of Past Grand Master be conferred upon HRH the Duke of Connaught,

M. W . Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of England. The decision was cabled to M.W .Bro. John Ross

Robertson, then in London, to so inform the Duke of Connaught after which he reported his actions to the



Grand Lodge of Canada:

Hamilton, 19th July, 1902

To: John Ross Robertson, National Liberal Club, W hitehall, London, England:

The rank of Past Grand Master was, on the 16th inst., conferred by acclamation on the Duke

of Connaught. You, as representative from the Grand Lodge of England, are requested to convey to

His Royal Highness an expression of our cordial congratulations on his elevation to the high office of

Grand Master, and the hope that he may be long spare to rule over the Mother Grand Lodge of the

W orld.

J. J. MASON,

Grand Secretary

J. E. Harding, Esq., Grand Master, Lindsay, Ont.:

I conveyed to His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught, who is in Ireland, through Grand

Secretary Letchworth, the resolution passed by the Grand Lodge of Canada. His Royal Highness

Replied, expressing grateful thanks for and appreciation of the honour done him, adding that it was

another proof of the loyal fraternal feeling for Britain from the Masons of the Grand Lodge of Canada.

H. R. H. requested that his reply be transmitted to the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada.

J. ROSS ROBERTSON

[Source: 1902 Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario, p 341.]

Knights Templary

     The Convent-General of the 1870's, designed to embrace the Knight Templar Orders in England, Scotland

and Ireland, but leaving domestic control to each, came into being with the Prince of W ales as Sovereign.

Scotland did not join, having problems to deal with first. The English Grand Conclave of Knights Templars

changed its name to National Great Priory and, when the Convent-General ceased to exist in 1895, again

amended its style and title to Great Priory of England and W ales and resumed complete independence. The

Duke of Connaught was Grand Master of the Orders in England from 1907 to 1939 and, concurrently, Grand

Master of the Orders in Ireland from 1878 to his death in 1942. 

     The Duke of Connaught was granted the rank of Past Supreme Grand Master of the Sovereign Great

Priory of Canada in 1914 in recognition of continuous support for the Masonic Order in general, and in

recognition of his involvement in, and support for Knights Templary in particular.

[Sources: The Sovereign Great Priory of Canada of the United Orders of Malta and of the Temple 1855-2002:

The Supreme Grand Masters; Published by Gryphon Jenkyns Enterprises; Fall 2003; ISBN 0-9732736-0-7.]
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