
Major John James Mason

Honorary Grand Master (1900) of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario

Grand First Principal (1890-91 and 1891-92) of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada

                                     

(1842-1903)

     John James Mason was born on February 4, 1842 at Kilsby, Northamptonshire, England. During the next

decade the family moved from England to Pennsylvania and, in 1849, to Brantford where John was educated.

In 1855, at the age of 13, he came to Hamilton to work as an auctioneer’s clerk. He was established as an

accountant and insurance agent by 1870 and served as city auditor from 1866 to 1877.

     He was “active for many years in the Militia. Attained the rank of Major and held the responsible position

of paymaster in the 13th Battalion, Hamilton” and that he was the Mayor of Hamilton “for many years” (Grand

Chapter 75th Anniversary Pamphlet). The Grand Lodge History notes that he was granted a leave of absence

as Grand Secretary during 1897 when he took command of the Canadian Bisley Team and led during the

competition in England. During this visit he was entrusted to present Queen Victoria with a suitable address

from Grand Lodge on the occasion of her Diamond Jubilee.

     He served in various positions in municipal government. He was elected as Alderman for W ard 3 from

1878 to 1884 and was elected as Mayor of the city of Hamilton for 1884-85 and again for 1885-86. From 1886

to 1890 he was elected and served as Alderman of W ard 3 and in 1891 was elected as school trustee for the

same W ard. He was elected as Chairman of the Board of Education in 1897.

     On June 15, 1869, he married Jessie Thompson Birrell.

     He died on June 15, 1903 and is buried in Hamilton Cemetery.

Masonic Career

     Mr. John James Mason was initiated into The Lodge of Strict Observance 27, Hamilton and served as W M

(1871 and 1873). He was appointed as Assistant Grand Secretary of Grand Lodge (1871-72). He was elected

as DDGM of the Hamilton District (1873-84 and 1874-75). W ith the sudden death of R.W .Bro. Thomas Bird

Harris (first Grand Secretary elected October 10, 1855) on August 18, 1874, R. W . Bro. Mason was appointed

as Grand Secretary pro tem  to complete the year. He was elected as Grand Secretary from July 14, 1875 until

his death on June 15, 1903 (29 years). He was unanimously voted to the honourary rank of Past Grand Master

at the 45th Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario (July

18-19, 1900, London).

     He was exalted in St. John’s Chapter 6, Hamilton and later served as First Principal. His Royal Arch career

is unknown at this time, but he was elected as Grand First Principal of Grand Chapter (1890-91 and 1891-92).

     He was coroneted an Active Inspector General 33E and served as the Deputy for Ontario of the Supreme

Council, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Canada.

     He was a member of the Royal Order of Scotland.

[Sources: (1) Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada and the Grand Lodge A.F. &

A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario. (2) A History of the Grand Lodge A. F. & A. M. of Canada in the

Province of Ontario 1855-1955, by W alter S. Herrington and Roy S. Foley, Published by the authority of Grand

Lodge, McCallum Press Ltd., Toronto, 1955. (3) History of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of

Canada 1857-1932, pamphlet produced for the 75th Anniversary of Grand Chapter, 1932.]
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