William Combyn Stephens

Honorary Grand Master (1858) of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada
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(??7?72-1871)
M. W. Bro. William Combyn Stephens died in Toronto on December 19, 1871.
Masonic Career

Itis notknown where William Combyn Stephens was initiated into Freemasonry. He appears to have been
a charter member of Acacia Lodge at its formation in July 1855 as No. 51 on the Register of the Provincial
Grand Lodge of Canada West (MacNab). By the early fall, he, along with Dr. Thomas Duggan and Thomas
Bird Harris were supporting the formation of the new Grand Lodge and the three held high office in the new
organization—DDGM-elect, Grand Superintendent of the Works-elect and Grand Secretary-elect.

He was elected as DDGM of the new Western District on October 11, 1855 (this would be one of three
Districts which were originally formed to manage the new Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada, the other two
being Central and Eastern). When the Constitution of the new Grand Lodge was approved at the First Annual
Communication of Grand Lodge (July 9, 1856), R.W.Bro. Stephens was elected as DDGM of the newly
defined Hamilton District, holding the office for one year.

At the 3rd Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Canada (July 14, 1858, Toronto) it “was moved
by R.W .Bro. Rev. Joseph Scott' seconded by R.W .Bro. William Bellhouse?, and unanimously resolved: that
in consideration ofthe distinguished services rendered by R.W .Bro. Stephens, to the Grand Lodge of Canada,
on its original formation and further, in aiding the consummation of the union now effected, that the honor,
dignity and rank of a Past Grand Master, be conferred on him by this Grand Lodge (1858 Proceedings, p 235).

There is no information currently available about his career in the York Rite.

[Sources: (1) Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada.]

" R.W.Bro. Rev. Joseph Scott was a member and Past Master of Prevost 7 GRC, Dunham, CE and had been
elected as Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada at its 2nd Annual Communication held on
July 8, 1857, at Montreal. He had served as DDGM of Eastern Townships District for the 1856-57 term.

2 R.W.Bro. William Bellhouse was a member of Strict Observance Lodge, No. 17 (now 27 GRC), Hamilton and
had served as Grand Treasurer of the new Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada from its formation on October 10, 1855.
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