Ontario Masons

William Robert White, Q.C.

Grand Master (1894 - 1896) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons
of Canada in the Province of Ontario

Photo from the Grand Lodge

(1843 - 1925)
Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern.

The Ontario Heritage Trust placed a plaque recognizing the founder of Pembroke
on the grounds of the Champlain Trail Museum in Pembroke. The text of the plaque
reads: “Peter White, born in Edinburgh, was a merchant seaman when he was
impressed into the Royal Navy in 1813 and sent to Canada. Following service on the Great
Lakes under Commodore Sir James Yeo, he left the navy and entered the lumber trade
in the Ottawa Valley. In May 1828, he first visited the wilderness site of Pembroke and
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attracted by its timber potential, made his headquarters here. One of the area's principal
lumber merchants, he also operated a general store and a combined blacksmith shop
and leatherworking establishment. A local magistrate for some forty years, White held
various municipal offices in the community which grew up around his enterprises. He
died in 1878." Peter White married Cecilia (d. 1852) daughter of John Thompson of
Nepean, Ontario. She is commemorated in Pembroke with a street, Cecilia Street,
named in her honour.

William Robert White was born in Pembroke, on September 16, 1843, the youngest
son of Peter and Cecilia White. He was the younger brother of the Hon. Peter White Jr.
(1838 - 1906). Peter White Jr. engaged in the family timber business, until he found
success in politics. After election to Parliament, he was active in talks regarding
conservation of forests and a system of towers for early detection of forest fires. He
probably dealt with M.\W. Bro. Aubrey White (Grand Master 1911 - 1913) who was the
Assistant Commissioner of Crown Lands and Ontario’s Deputy Minister of Lands,
Forests and Mines.

William Robert White was educated in Pembroke. He was called to the Bar in 1868
and for over forty years acted as a Legal Counsel for the Canadian Pacific Railway. He
was created a Queen’s Counsel by the Earl of Derby in 1889. He practiced law at
Pembroke and was the head of the firm of White and Williams. He was an elected
Bencher of the Law Society.

Other business interests included being the President of the Pembroke Navigation
Company. His political interests were limited to local affairs where he was Mayor of
Pembroke and Warden of Renfrew County. He was a strong Conservative.

He married Sarah Jane Wilson (1843 - 1927), daughter of Lieutenant-Colonel Mathias
Wilson of Onondaga.

A portrait of M.\W. Bro. William R. White is displayed....

M. W. Bro. Wright was attending to business in Ottawa on March 23, 1925. He was
suddenly struck by paralysis and died. Both M.\W. Bro. White and his wife are buried in
Holy Trinity Anglican Church Cemetery, Pembroke. His gravestone displays the jewel
of a Grand Master.

Masonic Career
Mr. William Robert White was initiated into Pembroke Lodge, No. 128 GRC,

Pembroke and served as Worshipful Master in 1878. Email to Secretary Brett Legree
September 22, 2024
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He was elected as District Deputy Grand Master of Ottawa District and served for
the 1875 - 1876 term. A major concern to DDGM White was the state of affairs in
Corinthian Lodge No. 59 of Ottawa. Over the 22 years of its existence, animosity grew
between two leaders in the lodge. Apparently, some debts of the lodge were
outstanding as well. The Lodge’s last meeting was held on August 14, 1875, and the Lodge
warrant was surrendered in 1876. DDGM White “endeavored to effect a compromise
between the conflicting parties, but failing in every such endeavor, I was forced to
report to the Most Worshipful the Grand Master” for resolution. (Corinthian Lodge No.
59 remained closed, with some members of this lodge and another lodge forming
Prince of Wales Lodge No. 371 of Ottawa in 1878.)

After working for several years on various Grand Lodge committees, he was elected
as Deputy Grand Master for the 1892 - 1893 and 1893 - 1894 terms. He was elected as
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A. F. & A. M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario for
the 1894 -1895 and 1895 - 1896 terms.

In 1896 M.W. Bro. White was named an Honorary Inspector General, 33°, of the
Supreme Council of Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Canada.

M.W. Bro. William Robert White was appointed to the role of representative of the
Grand Lodge of Georgia near our Grand Lodge.

As Grand Master

As the 16th Grand Master, M.\W. Bro. William Robert White noted in his Address: ‘I
know of no position in the gift of any body of men in the land that could confer higher
honor upon the recipient. But I am aware that the high honors attending the position of
Grand Master are attended with great responsibilities.”

He summarized his first year as Grand Master by saying: “The year has been marked
by no Masonic event of importance. I have not been called upon to decide any questions
of great moment. Our relations with other Grand Lodges have been most cordial, and,
within our own jurisdiction, I think I am safe in saying that scarcely a ripple of discord
has disturbed that peace and harmony, which seem to have become the normal
condition of this Grand Lodge.”

M.W. Bro. White did speak about the recurring question of the physical
qualifications of an applicant. In that era, there was emphasis on applicants being “fit
and proper” men, able to wholly participate in the Ritual and ceremonies of
Freemasonry. M.W. Bro. White offered this: “I think, if a candidate possesses the
necessary mental and moral qualifications, it would be a great hardship if he should be
deprived of the benefits of masonry because he has some slight physical defect which
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prevents him from absolutely, and in the most perfect manner, complying with all the
ceremonies of the work of Grand Lodge.”

During his term there were several proposed amendments to the Constitution.
M.W. Bro. White recommended that “where amendments to the constitution are
proposed, you should be exceedingly careful not to disturb the existing order of things
unless you are quite sure that you are going to get something very much better.”

Grand Master M.\W. Bro. William R. White was able to announce that “such
arrangements have been made with the members of this organization as effectually
sweep this body out of existence for I trust all time to come.” The charter of the spurious
body was transferred to the Grand Secretary and M.W. Bro. White. All the
administrative documents and other property were delivered to our Grand Lodge. All
members who have applied were healed and made members of our Grand Lodge. M.W.
Bro. White added that it was gratifying to have this take place during his term of office.

As his term of office came to a close, M.W. Bro. William Robert White hoped “that
my occupancy of the chair [ am now leaving has been of some benefit to the Craft, as it
has been a source of great pride and pleasure to me.”

As Past Grand Master

M.W. Bro. William Robert White continued to serve the Grand Lodge as Chairman
of the Board on Constitution and Laws.
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