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Richard Thomas Walkem QC D.C.L. 

Grand Master (1888 – 1890) of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario 

 

Photo from the Grand Lodge 

(1840 – 1906) 

Prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern. 

Richard Thomas Walkem was born on September 30, 1840, in Waterford, Ireland.  
He was the son of Charles Richard Walkem (1805 – 1883) and Mary Ann Boomer (1818 – 
1879).  Charles Walkem received his commission in the Royal Engineers as a surveyor 
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in March of 1848.  The family came to Canada and resided in Montreal from 
approximately 1848 to 1869 when they moved to Kingston.    

Richard Walkem was educated in Montreal High School and read law at McGill 
University. While attending the latter he received the Third Year Scholarship of the Law 
Society of Upper Canada, a special Scholarship while in his fourth year; and was senior, 
or first-prize student at year of Law School. He was called to the bar in 1865 and 
practiced in Kingston.  

Early in his career he was legal counsel to another lawyer and Mason, Prime 
Minister John A. MacDonald.  The ‘Pacific Scandal’ brought down MacDonald’s 
government in November of 1873.  In the general election held on January 22, 1874, 
MacDonald won his seat in Kingston by a slim majority.  The result was challenged in 
court, with Richard T. Walkem being the counsel for MacDonald.  The challenge was 
upheld, MacDonald – and Walkem – lost the case, and a by-election ordered.  In that 
by-election MacDonald, again, won his seat by a slim majority.   

Richard T. Walkem was made a Queen's Counsel in 1880 by the Governor-General, 
the Marquis of Lorne. He was a lecturer in Equity Law at Queen's University and a 
frequent contributor to legal and other periodicals. He wrote a treatise on the execution 
and revocation of wills (1873) and on law relating to property of married women (1874), 
both of which became "textbooks" in their day. 

Richard Walkem’s brothers are notable for their accomplishments.  George A. 
Walkem (1834 – 1908) was a Premier of the Province of British Columbia.  William W. 
Walkem (1850 – 1919) was educated at McGill University as a medical doctor then 
became a coroner in British Columbia from 1878 to 1895.  Joseph B. Walkem (1842 - 1938) 
was a lawyer, created K.C. in 1908, Master of the High Court of Justice, CEO of the 
Victoria Order of Nurses, and a Mason.   

On April 20, 1870, Richard T. Walkem married Emilie Henderson (1846 – 1917), the 
daughter of James Alexander Henderson, QC. (M.W. Bro. James Alexander Henderson, 
D.C.L., LLB, QC, was the 8th Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada for the term 
1879 – 1881).  Emilie Walkem was a Vice President of the Kingston Local Council of 
Women. 

Richard and Emilie Walkem had seven children.  One died as an infant.  Two sons 
are notable for their achievements.  Richard Knox Walkem (1880 – 1962) was a graduate 
of Queen’s University and practiced law in British Columbia, forming a leading law firm.  
George Alexander Walkem MB, BSc., (1872 – 1946) was a Colonel with the Royal 
Engineers, a marine industrialist in British Columbia, and Member of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

Richard Thomas Walkem was active in civic life and was Vice President of the 
Ontario Branch of the St. John Ambulance Association. He was President of the Kingston 
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Light, Heat and Power Company; the Kingston Skating Rink; and Queen's Boating Club.  
He was also Chairman of the local Board of Health.  

In 1891 he received the honorary degree of Doctor of Civil Law (D.C.L.) from Trinity 
College at the University of Toronto. 

He was an Anglican and a delegate to the Diocesan and Provincial Synods as well as 
being Chancellor of the Kingston Diocese. 

M. W. Bro. Richard Thomas Walkem died in Kingston on May 23, 1906.  He had 
suffered a long illness of pernicious anemia.  A Masonic Memorial Service was led by 
M.W. Bro. James H. Burritt, Grand Master, and accompanied by M.W. Bro. W. R. White, 
M.W. Bro. Hugh Murray, and many other Masons.   

His is interred in a family plot at Cataraqui Cemetery, Kingston.  The monument for 
his grave does not include Masonic symbols.   

Masonic Career 

Mr. Richard Thomas Walkem was initiated into The Ancient St. John’s Lodge No. 3 
at Kingston. He served as Worshipful Master for the year 1877 - 1878.  He is the second 
Grand Master of three who were initiated in this lodge.  M.W. Bro. James Alexander 
Henderson was also a member of this lodge; initiated in 1843 and Grand Master for 1879 
- 1881.  M.W. Bro. John Alexander McRae was initiated in 1911 and Grand Master for 1941 
– 1942.  

He was elected as DDGM of the St. Lawrence District (now called Frontenac District) 
for two years, 1879 – 1881.  In his first report he commented that he was disappointed 
by the attendance at some lodge meetings.  He encouraged lodges “to make the 
meetings instructive and interesting”.  He was also pleased that many lodges in the 
District received dispensations for the brethren to attend church clothed in their 
regalia.  It was his hope that such appearances counter “the false impression which is 
diligently created and fostered by the enemies of the Craft, that the profession of 
Masonry is inconsistent with a spirit of loyalty and devotion”.  In his second year he led 
a Lodge of Instruction.  Over the two-year term there were three new lodges formed. 

As soon as he completed his term as DDGM he was elected to the Board of General 
Purposes.   

As Deputy Grand Master he dedicated the new Masonic Hall on Sparks Street on 
May 31st, 1888.  This was noted in the press as “an important landmark in Ottawa 
Masonry”.  On the same day he unveiled the monument on the Masonic burial plot at 
Beechwood Cemetery. That evening there was a reception of Masons and their ladies, 
followed by a well attended and enjoyable banquet. 
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M.W. Bro. Richard Thomas Walkem was elected as Grand Master for the 1888 - 1889 
and 1889 - 1890 terms.   

M.W. Bro. Walkem was appointed the representative of the Grand Lodge of Peru 
near our Grand Lodge.   

As Grand Master 

The 13th Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada began his Address in 1889 by 
noting: “Now, we find ourselves to-day, Brethren, in a most enviable position amongst 
the Grand Lodges of the world. We are free from internal troubles; our relations with 
foreign Grand Lodges are satisfactory; the Brethren throughout our jurisdiction are 
loyal, happy and contented; we have an ample benevolent fund at our disposal, which 
is freely dispensed; and the administrative work undertaken by Grand Lodge is, I 
believe, being well and effectively performed.” 

But there was not harmony in other jurisdictions.  There was an ongoing dispute 
between the Grand Lodge of Quebec and the United Grand Lodge of England.  M.W. 
Bro. Walkem offered to meet with the Grand Lodges and mediate the dispute.  His offer 
was accepted.   

The situation arose because there were lodges in Quebec working under Warrants 
from the United Grand Lodge of England.  The Grand Lodge of Quebec issued an edit of 
non-intercourse with those lodges.  With the mediation of M.W. Bro. Walkem, the edit 
was withdrawn by the Grand Lodge of Quebec.  When M.W. Bro. Walkem traveled to 
England he was welcomed by the United Grand Lodge of England and assured that the 
matter would receive the consideration it merited.  Harmony was achieved.   

Grand Masters are the final arbiters of Masonic jurisprudence.  M.W. Bro. Walkem 
dealt with the physical qualifications of men wanting to become Masons in the same 
manner as was the custom of the time and with the examples of prior Grand Masters.  
He dealt with cases of elections counter to the Constitution, and with Masons whose 
competence did not merit election to office.   

The expansion of Freemasonry around the world was shared as M.W. Bro. Walkem 
explained that two new Grand Lodges had formed in Australia, and one in North Dakota.  
These foreign Grand Lodges requested recognition by our Grand Lodge, which M.W. 
Bro. Walkem endorsed.   

M.W. Bro. Walkem spoke about Masonic education by saying: “I think it is 
exceedingly desirable that every brother should have some knowledge of the history of 
the Craft and of the ceremonies which are in use in our Lodges.”  He recommended the 
many lectures that Deputy Grand Master John Ross Robertson delivered across the 
jurisdiction.   
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As the term of M.W. Bro. Walkem closed, he commented: “I felt that I was under 
solemn obligation not merely to perform to the best of my ability the active duties 
imposed upon me, but to maintain your honor and my own spotless and untarnished.”   

As Past Grand Master  

In 1904 M.W. Bro. Walkem travelled to Australia where he was welcomed by the 
two Australian Grand Lodges that received recognition from our Grand Lodge during 
his term as Grand Master.   

M.W. Bro. Walkem continued to serve our Grand Lodge as a member of the 
Committee on Constitution, Laws and Jurisprudence.First paragraph 
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