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DANIEL SPRY (1835 – 1897) 

Grand Chancellor of the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada 

By R. W. Bro. Richard A. W. Stewart 

THE BOY, THE YOUTH, AND THE MAN 

            Daniel Spry was born on a farm near the village of Merrickville, and not far from 
Burritt’s Rapids, on the Rideau River in Carleton County, on November 29th, 1835. 

            His Boyhood was fraught with adversity and certain restraints, but nevertheless a 
sturdiness and determination against failure; his Youth was filled with activity and 
association with others in worthwhile projects; his Manhood saw the crowning 
completion of a successful business employment, a memorable fraternal association, 
and that greatest boon of all, a host of friends. 

            His father was Samuel Spry from County Devon, England, and his mother was 
Janet McLean from Perth, Scotland.  Samuel Spry had come out form England with the 
Royal Sappers and Miners, under Colonel By (after whom Bytown, now Ottawa, was 
named), to build the Rideau Canal.  After purchasing his discharge, Samuel Spry settled 
on the farm where Daniel Spry was born.  Being ambitious to proper, he bought, on 
time, adjoining land.  Then disaster fell!  For Samuel Spry, endeavouring to clear more 
land and pay for it as speedily as possible, brought on an illness from which he did not 
recover. 

            Daniel’s mother, with her family, attempted to carry on the farm, with the aid of 
hired help and crop sharing, but after a couple of years this failed, and they were forced 
to lease the farm, losing the additional property and the payments made thereon. 

            The family moved to a place ten miles east of Prescott, where the Government 
was commencing to build a canal on the St. Lawrence.  Daniel, anxious to aid the 
family earnings, although only eight years of age, took his first employment as a paid 
worker.  He secured work as water-carrier to the men engaged on the canal, at one 
shilling and three pence per day, getting some schooling during the winter months. 

            After several months of more moving, the family settled at the village of Iroquois, 
at which time Daniel again worked on the canal.  This time, with the use of his mother’s 
horse and cart, and another horse, he became a teamster, hauling earth for the 
embankments of the canal.  This was difficult and strenuous wok for a boy but, in spite 
of the strain and weariness, his tenacity of purpose enabled him to carry on. 

            The next move was to Toronto.  Here, for a time, he attended the Model School, 
endeavoring to improve his somewhat scattered education.  His first work in Toronto, 
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for a short time, was a bookkeeper for a law and land firm.  However, having a fancy for 
the mercantile business, he was apprentice to John C. Griffith, grocer.  After work with 
two other grocers – William McMorran and John Laurie – and employment as 
bookkeeper with Messrs. G. & B. Barnack of Richmond Hill and Bradford, he received 
an appointment which set him on the way to his life vocation.  He was appointed as a 
clerk in the Toronto Post Office.  Here his talents were soon recognized, and 
advancement followed.  After he had served for a time as mail officer, he was 
transferred to the Post Office Savings Bank at Ottawa.  His health failing, he left the 
Government service for a time conducted and extensive and successful retail and 
wholesale grocery business in Toronto on Yonge Street, where the Arcade is now 
located.  However, in 1876, at the request of the Government, he returned as Post Office 
Inspector, in which position he continued for the next twenty-one years.  His 
supervision was in the Districts of Toronto, Barrie and London. 

            In his late youth and early manhood, Brother Spy found time, after working hours, 
to lend his talents to a number of useful, interesting and outstanding groups. 

            He joined the Cadets of Temperance, which, at that time, played an active part in 
community life.  Here he passed the ordeal of his first public speech, and this proved to 
be he forerunner of other public addresses and much participation in debates to follow. 

            He became a member of the Toronto Mechanics’ Institute and was elected a 
Director thereof.  He was also President of the Mechanics’ Institute at Barrie. 

            He joined with Fred Rattray in organizing the Ontario Literary Society, of which 
each, in turn, became President. Most of the talented young men of Toronto were 
members and built up a Society that became an institution of some influence in the city, 
and had more than a local reputation for good speaking, and the enterprise of its 
members. 

            He was one of the Editors of a comic paper called “The Poker,” and satirical paper 
called “The Grumbler.”  He also contributed to “The Gavel” and the “The Craftsman” and 
other Masonic Journals.  His literary leanings remained a life-long characteristic. 

            He joined the Merchants’ Rifle Company, and took an active part in drilling.  In 
this organization he was elected a number of the Board of Management.  He was later 
an Ensign in the 10th Royal Regiment, and a Lieutenant in the Queen’s Own Rifles. 

            He was a member of the Anglican Church of Canada, and for a number of years 
was a Lay Delegate to the Synod of the Diocese of Toronto 

He was keenly interested in educational matters, and was Chair-man of the 
School Board for the Town of Barrie. 
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Other groups in which Brother Spry was active or over which he presided were: 

Grand Master Workman of the Ancient Order of United Workmen – (21,000 
members at that time). 

Grand Regent of the Royal Arcanum. 

Chief Magus of the Rosicrucian Society. 

Director of Toronto Home Building Association; also the Provincial Building and 
Loan Association. 

THE FAMILY 

            Brother Spry was twice married.  In 1856 to Miss Mary Jane Burgess, and in 1876 
to Miss Mary A. Fortier.  The children were: Charles S.F.; May (Mrs. A.E.H. Creswicke); 
Daniel W.B.; Ethel (Mrs. J. W. Hamilton); Adele; Frank M.; Janet (Mrs. Rose Cameron); 
Clara (Mrs. W.H. Parker).  Of this family only Clara is now living.  Her husband, 
Worshipful Brother Harry W. Parker, is a charter member of two Western Lodges – 
Transcona and Fort Garry – and also a member of Corinthian Lode, No. 96, Barrie, and 
Ashlar Lodge, No. 247, Toronto.  Their two daughters Adele and Peggy were on Active 
Service overseas in the Nursing Service. 

            Military service is a notable feature of this family, and well worthy of mention. 

            Brother Spry’s eldest son, Captain Charles S.F. Spry, served under Col. O’Brien, 
with the York and Simcoe Regiment, in the North-West Rebellion, being the youngest 
officer in the Services.  Unfortunately, the following year, just as he had commenced his 
study in Law, he passed away suddenly from an attack of typhoid fever. 

            The second son, Maj.-Gen. Daniel W.B. Spry, had extensive and varied activity in 
the Canadian Militia, and a most distinguished service overseas in the First World War, 
both in organization and service at the Front.  He was three times mentioned in 
dispatches and received the Order of the British Empire. 

            The third son, Major Frank M. Spry, was attached to the Transport Service. 

            Maj.-Gen. D.W.B. Spry’s son, Maj. Gen. D.C. Spry, had no less a notable record in 
the Second World War.  He received the Order of Companion of the British Empire – 
the Distinguished Service Order – and the Canadian Service Decoration, and he is now 
Director of the Boy Scouts International Bureau. 

            The second son, Graham Spry, was a brilliant student (Rhodes Scholar) and is now 
Agent General in England for the Saskatchewan Government. 
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            Other members of the family who gave military service were: Major Tom 
Creswicke, Lieut. Frank Creswicke, Lieut. Jas. H. Hamilton and Lieut. Wilson S. Cameron. 

GRAND LODGE OF CANADA IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO 

            Initiated in King Solomon’s Lodge No. 22 Toronto, (originally No. 222 of the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland registration). 

            Worshipful Master of King Solomon’s Lodge five times (1862, 1863, 1868, 1872 and 
1873). 

            Represented King Solomon’s Lodge on one of his visits to the Grand Lodge of 
England. 

            Worshipful Master of Rehoboam Lodge, No. 65 Toronto, in 1871 and 1878. 

            Helped to re-establish Rehoboam Lodge when it became dormant. 

            Restored to the Lodge the old Rehoboam jewels, which for a time had gone astray. 

            Gave an interesting address on the Lodge’s Twenty-fifth Anniversary. 

            In 1865, journeyed with C. W. Bunting to Richmond Hill to revive Richmond 
Lodge, acting as Worshipful Master. 

            At this meeting in March, he joined the Lodge and at the Installation in June acted 
as the Installing Master. 

            One of the founders of Zetland Lodge, No. 326, Toronto, in 1875 and its first Junior 
Warden.  Later he became Treasurer of the Lodge.  An interesting feature of the 
founding meeting was the large attendance from so many different Lodges – twenty-
four being represented. 

            One of the founders of Mimico Lodge, No. 369, Lambton Mills, in 1878, and its first 
Worshipful Master.  He was followed in the Chair by a close friend, John Ross 
Robertson. 

            The name of the Lodge is an interesting feature.  The member wished to have the 
name “Weller Lodge” (after the then Grand Master) or “Spry Lodge.”  Both Most 
Worshipful Brother Weller and Right Worshipful Brother Spry emphatically requested 
that their names not be used.  At the suggestion of the Worshipful master, they adopted 
the name “Mimico Lodge.”  The word is derived from the language of the Mississauga 
Indians.  “Omimeca” means “Home of the wild pigeons.”  In the early days wild pigeons 
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used to gather in the flats at the mouth of the Mimico Creek in such numbers as to 
darken the sky when they rose on wing. 

GRAND LODGE 

            Affiliated with Kerr Lodge, No. 230, Barrie, as was also his son, Very Worshipful 
Brother Daniel W. B. Spry. 

            On the occasion of his leaving Barrie, Kerr Lodge presented him with a handsome 
silver service. 

            Affiliated with Tuscan Lodge, No. 195, London. 

            Honorary Member of St. John’s Lodge, No. 209A, London. 

            Appointed Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies of Grand Lodge in 1862. 

            Elected Grand Registrar of Grand Lodge in 1869. 

            Elected District Deputy Grand Master of Toronto District in 1875 and 1876. 

            Elected a member of the Board of General Purposes in 1877, 1878 and 1879. 

            Elected Grand Master of the Grand Lodge in 1882 and 1883. 

            One of the chief and most difficult matters with which he had to deal as D.D.G.M., 
was to investigate and attempt to check the spurious Grand Lodge which was being 
formed in Ontario.  Later in his report as Deputy Grand Master he said: 

“The chief point of interests arising out of Masonry in this Jurisdiction has been 
the application of some twenty gentlemen, who were brought into Masonry 
under the auspices of the clandestine so-called Grand Lodge. to be healed and 
received into the Grand Lodge of Canada. The Grand Maser having been pleased 
to grant a dispensation for that purpose, eighteen of them were duly healed at 
the Regular Meeting of Rehoboam Lodge, No. 65, held on Thursday, Sept. 5th, 
1878.” 

            In his first address as Grand Maser, Most Worshipful Brother Spry introduced his 
Report as follows: 

“Standing upon the threshold of a new Masonic year, we may pause for a moment 
before commencing the work which our hands will find to do, and take a 
retrospective glance at the events which have occurred and the progress which 
Masonry has made in our Jurisdiction since we last met to take counsel together.  
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“The year which has gone has had is pleasures and trials, its doubts and its 
difficulties, and yet, through all, the sun of prosperity has shone brightly, and the 
future is full of hope.  Many have been added to our ranks, while here and there a 
gap tells of a well-beloved comrade who fought the good fight, ere being called 
away to the undissolving Lodge above.  It, therefore, becomes those of us who 
have been spared to return thanks to the Great Architect of the Universe for the 
protective care and manifold blessings which He has permitted us to enjoy. 

“That He will so guide our deliberations that they may rebound to His glory, the 
benefit of the Fraternity, and the good of mankind will, I am sure, be the heartfelt 
prayer of every member of the Craft in this much-favoured land.” 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

                The ceremonial laying of corner stones is recorded.  Receptions, addresses 
(some illuminated), and gifts were of occasional occurrence.  These were of both a Civic 
and a Masonic nature. 

            Only brief mention will here be made of two of these – one Civic and other 
Masonic. 

            When Brother Spry was leaving Barrie, the townsfolk gathered in the Music Hall 
to express a regretful farewell.  During the programme planned for this occasion, a 
presentation was made of a very fine silver-mounted case of silverware. 

            When Brother Spry had completed his two years as Grand Master, a very large 
reception was given in Toronto.  This was held in the Pavilion of the Horticultural 
Gardens.  This Assembly was unique in that Masons of all branches and all ranks united 
as one.  The two Toronto Preceptories paraded to the station to meet the Hamilton 
delegation.  Then, headed by the Governor General’s Body Guard Band, marched along 
King, Younge and Gerrard Streets to the Gardens.  Here some 1500 other Masons were 
lined ready to join in the marching and countermarching before entering the Pavilion, 
where the galleries were crowded with spectators.  After the Grand Master had passed 
under the Arch of Steel, and Grand Honours had been given, the programme and 
presentation concluded a memorable occasion. 

            Speaking of the Laying of Corner Stones in an address as Grand Master, M. W. 
Bro. Spry said: 

“It is peculiarly gratifying to observe that the religious bodies, as well as the loyal 
descendants of the early settlers of this country, who enduced many trials and 
privations, of which we know but little, hold Masonry in such high esteem that 
they have invited us to assist in laying Corner stones of churches to be erected to 



 
 

March 2024 Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario P a g e  | 8 

the honour and glory of God, And the foundation stones of a monument to be 
raised in commemoration Of those noble men, who in the early days of Canada’s 
history laid the Foundation of this great Dominion, upon the principle of 
unswerving Loyalty to the Crown and the Government of Great Britain. 

All true Masons are loyal to the Government of the country under which they live, 
and the recognition of our Craft is an acknowledgement of the influence of 
Freemasonry for good in every community.” 

                 II – MASONIC AFFILIATIONS 

When Brother Spry was initiated in King Solomon’s Lodge in Toronto, at the age of 
twenty-two, he began, what proved to be in the next forty years, a most remarkable and 
outstanding record of devotion and service to the Order.  

From a careful perusal of Brother Spry’s Masonic activities, it must be clearly noted 
that he was not merely a “joiner,” but outstandingly an organizer and promoter of the 
Craft.  In addition to his labours with his chosen affiliates, he seems to have found time 
for much fraternal fellowship, for we find his name listed or mentioned frequently as a 
visitor or a participant in neighbouring lodge affairs. 

His favours were shared by humble and high in equal part, as stated in an address 
given in Toronto: “In your position of Grand Master you are the companion of Princes 
and Rulers, but we are glad to see that you have not forgotten to extend to the humblest 
craftsman that kind and cordial courtesy which has endeared you to every member of 
our Institution, while, at the same time, you have decided with becoming firmness, 
ruled with sound judgment, and maintained the princely dignity of the Chair.” 

It was frequently stated with what warm affection and friendly esteem he was 
every greeted privately as a citizen and publicly as a Mason.  He was possessed of a 
personality which enabled him to enliven and enlighten an occasion; a warm grasp and 
a friendly greeting which endeared him to those who knew him best.  Few have attained 
to his extensive, able and useful experience with all branches of our Ancient and 
Honourable Fraternity. 

Member of 7 Lodges and Most Worshipful Grand Master. 

Member of 6 Chapters and Most Excellent Grand First Principal Z. 

Member of 7 Preceptories and Honorary Supreme Grand Master. 

Member of 2 Councils and Most Illustrious Grand Master. 
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Member of 4 Chapters of Rose Croix and Grand Chancellor of the Supreme 
Council. 

Grand Sovereign of the Grand Imperial Conclave of Rome and Constantine. 

Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners. 

President of the Grand Council of High Priesthood. 

Member of Rameses Temple. Order of the Mystic Shrine. 

GRAND CHAPTER OF ROYAL ARCH  MASONS OF  CANADA 

Exalted in King Solomon’s Chapter, No. 8, Toronto, on January 17, 1859. 

Elected Scribe E. of King Solomon’s Chapter in 1860. 

Elected First Principal Z. of King Solomon’s Chapter in 1863. 

One of the founders of York Chapter, No. 62, Eglington, in 1874. 

Listed as No. 1 on the Roll of Members. 

Elected First Principal Z. 

One of the founders of Orient Chapter, No. 79, Toronto. 

No. 1 on the Roll as elected First Principal Z. 

Affiliated with Signet Chapter, No. 34, Barrie, Ont., on February 3, 1880. 

Elected First Principal Z. of Signet Chapter in 1886. 

A member of Occident Chapter, No. 77, Toronto. 

A member of St. George’s Chapter, No. 5, London, Ont. 

Appointed Grand Steward of Grand Chapter in 1860. 

Elected Grand Scribe N. of Grand Chapter in 1870. 

Elected Grand Superintendent of Toronto District in 1872 and 1873. 

Elected to Grand Executive in 1874. 
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Elected Grand Scribe E. of Grand Chapter from 1876 to 1878. 

Elected Grand First Principal of Grand Chapter 1880-1881. 

In speaking of non-payment of dues, Most Excellent Companion Spry said:  

“Companions who possess the means of paying and will not, deserve but little 
consideration; but as to those who are willing to pay, but for want of means cannot, 
it is the refinement of cruelty to cut them off from Masonic fellowship with their 
Companions for an offence that is not a Crime but a misfortune.” 

“If as much energy were displayed in quietly ascertaining the ability of our 
members to meet the demands made upon them, as it sometimes exhibited by 
Companions who possess more zeal than discretion in ‘touting’ for candidates to 
join Chapters, there would be less suspensions for non-payment of dues or, 
indeed, for any other cause.” 

He concluded his address in Guelph in 1880 as follows: 

“The large number of intelligent men, from every rank of life, who have, during the 
present week, withdrawn from a period form their several busy vocations for the 
purpose of taking counsel together in the interests of the Fraternity, exemplifies in 
the strongest possible manner the powerful influence which Freemasonry has 
over its votaries.” 

“It points out to those who are skeptical regarding its usefulness that unless the 
Institution was founded on the purest principles of piety and virtue, and its 
members had an unswerving faith in the approval of the GREAT I AM, our labours 
would be in vain.” 

“We may congratulate ourselves upon the high position Capitulary Masonry has 
attained in this Jurisdiction through the wisdom and foresight of those who so well 
and truly laid the foundation upon a solid basis; and may we, with an earnest desire 
to extend its usefulness and assist in elevating and aiding our fellow men, fervently 
invoke the blessing of the Great Architect of the Universe that He may guide, 
protect, and support us in all our undertakings.” 

THE SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY OF CANADA KNIGHTS TEMPLAR 

Frater Spry was knighted in Mount Calvary Encampment, No. 12, at Orillia (later moved 
to Barrie) on Oct. 4th, 1871. 
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            He was a Charter Member of four Preceptories – Presiding Preceptor of two 
Preceptories – affiliated with another – for twenty-one years Grand Chancellor of Great 
Priory – and Honorary Supreme Grand Master. 

            Charter Member of: 

Odo de St. Amand Preceptory, No. 16, Toronto, May 17, 1872. 

Kent Preceptory, No. 20, Chatham, Aug. 7, 1877. 

Ray Preceptory, No. 23, Port Arthur, March 9, 1880. 

Metropolitan Preceptory, Melbourne, Australia, May 1, 1886. 

Presiding Preceptor, Geoffrey de St. Aldeman Preceptory, No. 2, Toronto, 1875. 

Presiding Preceptor, Mount Calvary Preceptory, No. 12, Barrie, 1880. 

Affiliated with Richard Coer de Lion Preceptory, No. 4, London, December 14, 1894. 

Honorary Member of Detroit Commandery, 1896. 

Appointed Grand Sub-Marshal in 1875 

Elected Grand Chancellor in 11876 (succeeded that well known Mason, Thomas 
Bird Harris). 

Elected Honorary Deputy Grand Master in 1884. 

Confirmed Honorary Supreme Grand Master in 1893. 

Grand Chancellor of Sovereign Grand Priory from 1876 to 1897. 

Frater Spry was the first Presiding Preceptor of Mount Calvary Preceptory, Barrie, 
after its removal from Orillia, and continued for many years to lend his assistance to its 
guidance. 

Perhaps the most outstanding evening for Most Eminent Sir Knight Spry, in his 
Mother Preceptory, was January 22, 1895, when he journeyed from London and, with 
the assistance of the Provincial Prior, Right Eminent Knight C.F. Mansell and others, 
installed his son, Daniel W.B. Spry, as Presiding Preceptor of Mount Calvary Preceptory. 
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In 1886, Frater Spry received from H. R. H. The Prince of Wales, Supreme Grand 
Master of the United Orders of the Temple and Malta in England, Ireland and 
Dependencies of the British Empire, the G. C. T. (Grand Cross of the Temple.) 

Most Eminent Sir Knight W. J. Bury McLeod Moore, G.C.T., Supreme Grand Master, 
in his annual Allocution to Sovereign Great Priory in 1886, said: 

“I deem it but right to record the sense I feel of the energy, ability and 
administrative qualities for the office held by the Grand Chancellor, our esteemed 
Frater, Daniel Spry, since his appointment in 1876, and it is, therefore, with 
unfeigned pleasure I announce that at my recommendation, His Royal Highness, 
The Prince of Wales, has conferred upon him one of His Royal Highness’ 
distinguished honours, that of a “Grand  Cross of the Temple.”  This is but another 
instance of the gracious and kindly consideration of our Royal Brother.” 

In his address to Sovereign Great Priory in 1893, Most Eminent Sir Knight E.T. 
Malone, said as follows: 

“By some oversight the rank of Frater Spry does not appear to have been formally 
confirmed by us, although in his position as Past Grand Master, he presided at the 
opening of the Special Meeting of Great Priory in the City of Hamilton in 1891.  No 
one has laboured more faithfully in the interests of Templarism than Frater Spry, 
and no one is more entitled to recognition at our hands than he.  I, therefore, 
recommend that Great Priory confer on Frater Spry the rank of Past Grand Master 
of the Great Priory of Canada.” 

            The Committee on the address of the Supreme Grand Maser, after mention of the 
proposal of a portrait gallery of Past Masters, reported as follows: 

“In such a collection of the portraits of those who have been grandly loyal and 
unfailingly zealous, we would hope to see the face of our dearly beloved 
Chancellor, Daniel Spry, with the rank of Past Supreme Grand Master, for he well 
deserves it, and no recommendation in the Supreme Grand Master’s address 
receives more heartily endorsation than the proposal to add to our too short list 
of Grand Masters so  eminent and dearly beloved a name.” 

ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS  (CRYPTIC  RITE) 

            Right Excellent Companion Daniel Spry, having heard that the Cryptic Rite had 
been introduced into New Brunswick by Most Illustrious Companion D.C. Hathaway, 
wrote for information.  He was informed that a Council had just been opened at Orillia 
under the Grand Mastership of Thrice Illustrious Companion Robert Ransay, where he 
could get the degrees. 
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            Accordingly, a Dispensation having been obtained from Rt. Puissant Companion 
T. Douglas Harington, who had been appointed Inspector General of the Grand Council 
of New Brunswick for Ontario and Quebec, six Companions (namely – Daniel Spry, 
David McLellan, Nelson Gordon Bigelow, Wm. C. Morrison, George Chanter, and Wm. 
A. Stollery, all of King Solomon’s Chapter) journeyed to Orillia, and in Shekinah Council 
on November 24, 1870, received the Cryptic Degrees. 

            A petition was immediately prepared asking the Grand Council of New Brunswick 
to grant a warrant for Toronto Council (later named Adoniram Council.) 

            The warrant was granted as No. VI, and Right Excellent Companion Spry became 
the first Thrice Illustrious Master of Adoniram Council. 

            Two other councils in Ontario quickly followed: Zabud Council of Bradford and 
Harington Council of Galt. 

            On August 8, 1871, Adoniram Council called a Convention of representatives of 
the four Councils to consider the purpose of a Grand Council for Ontario. 

            The delegates were in accord with the plan set forth and gave their approval. 

            T. Douglas Harington, the Inspector-General for Ontario also gave his approval 
and surrendered his authority to the Convention, and added that the Grand Council of 
New Brunswick was in accord with the plan. 

            A resolution, moved by Thrice Ill. Comp. Daniel Spry and seconded by Thrice Ill. 
Comp. Robert Ramsay, setting forth the progress made by Cryptic Masonry and the 
desirability for a Supreme Council, and ending with the phrase “that the Grand Council 
of Royal and Select Masters of Ontario be and is hereby formed” was approved. 

            A Constitution was prepared by Illustrious Companion Daniel Spry, Gordon 
Bigelow, and David McLellan and approved by T. Douglas Harington, was submitted, 
read and adopted. 

            Some twenty delegates were then elected to the various offices, with Most Ill. 
Comp. T. Douglas Harington as Most Puissant Grand Master, and Right Ill. Comp. Daniel 
Spry as Right Puissant Deputy Grand Master. 

            Warrants were issued as follows: 

            No. 1 – Shekinah Council, Orillia 

            No. 2 – Adoniram Council, Toronto 
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            No. 3 – Harington Council, Galt 

            No. 4 – Zabud Council, Bradford. 

            At the Second Annual Assembly of the Grand Council, Rt. Ill. Comp. Daniel Spry 
was elected Most Puissant Grand master, which office he continued to fill for five years. 

            In 1876 he declined the offer of re-election, saying that it was with some regret 
that he had resolved, after five years of office to ask the Companions to select a 
successor to preside over their deliberations. 

            Many important problems had been dealt with during his term of office, chief of 
which were: 

                                    Organization of new Councils 

                                    Recognition of Grand Chapter 

                                    Placement and surrender of Red Cross 

                                                (Babylonian Pass) Degree 

                                    Jurisdiction over Quebec territory 

                                    The Grand Council of Rites. 

            Most Illustrious Companion Spry continued for some years as a member of the 
Grand Executive. 

            In one of his visits to United States, he and Most Ill. Companion John Ross 
Robertson were delegates from the Grand Council to a National Convention of Royal 
and Select Masters for the United States of America held in the City of Buffalo. 

            The old Original Warrant from New Brunswick, bearing notes in Most Ill. Comp. 
Spry’s own writing, which was recently rescued from oblivion, now hangs beside the 
present Warrant from the Grand Council of Ontario, in the Chapter Room of the 
Masoni9c Temple at Davenport Road and Yonge Street, Toronto. 

ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE 

In Scottish Rite Masonry, Illustrious Brother Spry received the Degrees from the 
Fourth to Fourteenth on Oct. 4, 1871, in Immanuel Chapter of Rose Croix in Orillia. 

He completed his degrees in Moore Sovereign Consistory in Hamilton. 
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In 1873, Illustrious Brother Spry, in association with five others (James Kirkpatrick 
Kerr, Frederick Joseph Menet, James Stephenson, Samuel Bickerton Harman, and 
Thomas Sargant) sent a petition to the Supreme Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors 
General of the 33rd Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Rite of Freemasonry for England 
and Wales, and the Dependencies of Great Britain, for permission to have the authority 
and power to constitute a Sovereign Chapter of Rose Croix in Toronto, to be called the 
Toronto Chapter. 

This petition was granted on May 14, 1873, and in conjunction therewith, and in 
subordination thereto, to hold a Meeting or Lodge in each of the Ineffable Degrees from 
the Fourth to the Fourteenth inclusive. 

The Toronto Chapter of Rose Croix was duly formed with Ill Bro. Frederick Joseph 
Menet as Most Wise Sovereign. 

In Oct. 16, 1874 the Chapter transferred its allegiance to the Supreme Council of 
Sovereign Grand Inspectors General of the 33rd Degree of the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Dominion of Canada. 

Ill. Bro. Daniel Spry became the second Most Wise Sovereign of Toronto Chapter in 
1875. 

On October 11, 1884, he was created an Honorary Inspector General, and at the same 
meeting was crowned an Active of the Supreme Council. 

He was elected Deputy for Ontario and also elected Grand Chancellor of the 
Supreme Council, which office he held at the time of his death. 

Ill. Bro. Spry was instrumental in organizing the Barrie Lodge of Perfection in 1888, 
but due to other commitments said he was unable to preside, which office was taken 
by Daniel Fraser MacWatt. 

The Spry Chapter of Rose Croix, Barrie, was organized in 1891. 

In addition to having presided as Most Wise Sovereign of Toronto Chapter, which 
then included what is now the Grand Lodge of Perfection, Ill. Bro. Spry is listed as 
belonging to the following: 

Moore Sovereign Consistory, Hamilton 

Hamilton Chapter of Rose Croix 

Murton Lodge of Perfection, Hamilton 
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London Chapter of Rose Croix 

Spry Chapter of Rose Croix, Barrie 

Barrie Lodge of Perfection. 

                                    III. – IN MEMORIUM, 

From the Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario, Right Worshipful 
Brother E.T. Malone, in his report to the Board of the Fraternal Dead, said: 

“We mourn the decease of Most Worshipful Brother Daniel Spry, one of our most 
beloved and valued members called from labour to refreshment, August 13th, 
1897.  He had a large experience, and took a lively interest in all branches of 
Masonry.  Possessing great ability, he was mourned, not alone in our own 
Jurisdiction, but throughout Sister Grand Lodges in America and Europe.  There 
were few positions of trust and honour which he had not held with great 
satisfaction to the Craft and with credit to himself.” 

One who knew him well (Most Worshipful Brother Hugh Murray) writes of him: “He 
was, in every sense of the word, a true man, one whose word was as good as his bond, 
and whose friendship it was a pleasure to possess.” 

In his last message, the Most Worshipful the Grand Master (Most Worshipful Brother 
W. Gibson, M.P.) regretted the absence of our lamented Brother through severe illness, 
said: 

“It is with feelings of most profound regret that I make known to the members of 
Grand Lodge, the unavoidable absence of Most Worshipful Brother Daniel Spry, 
Past Grand Master, through Severe illness, brought on by too close attention to 
public business.”  

“Brother Spry’s genial face and kindly grasp will be sadly missed at this 
Communication.  His ability to comprehend at a glance the salient points of an 
argument, and to enforce the same with knowledge joined too long experience, 
placed him in the front rank of Grand Lodge legislators.” 

“Let us individually and collectively pay that the Great Architect of the Universe 
speedily restore him to his wonted health, for no Brother is more beloved by his 
Brethren than he, whose absence, from to-day’s meeting we deeply deplore.” 

GRAND CHAPTER 
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            Most Excellent Companion Michael Walsh of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons of Canada said: 

“Since we met here last, a Most Excellent Companion, whose familiar face will be 
missed, has gone to that ‘bourne from which no traveler returns.’  I mean Most 
Excellent Companion Spry, who died last August in London.” 

“The records of this Grand Chapter bear the evidence of his usefulness and 
influence in the conduct of its affairs, and his nimble mind and incisive speech 
were factors in every debate of consequence with us for many years past, while 
his warm heart and friendly hand endeared him to his Companions and Brethren.” 

SCOTTISH RITE 

            The Supreme Council of the Sovereign Grand Inspectors General of the 33rd 
Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for the Dominion of Canada 
published in their Proceedings an IN MEMORIAM Balustre, and sent out a circular letter 
to the Subordinate Bodies: 

To the Bodies and Members of the Obedience of the Supreme Council – 

            GREETING. 

Dear Brethren: 

            We are again called upon to announce the loss of another of the Active Members 
of this Supreme Council, one whom we had expected would be for many years, and to 
whom we could look for valuable assistance and advice. 

            Ill. Bro. Daniel Spry, 33°, Grand Chancellor of this Council, passed away on Friday, 
the 13th inst., at London, in this Province. 

            The immediate cause of his death was a relapse of a serious illness with which he 
had been afflicted during the past winter, but from which we hoped he had recovered. 

            Bro. Spry was one of our most beloved and valued members, a Masons of large 
experience and of great ability, whose name and fame, as a Mason, were known not 
only over this Dominion, but throughout the United States and Europe as well. 

            He was in every sense of the word a true man, one of whom we could rely, whose 
word was as good as his bond and whose friendship it was a pleasure to enjoy. 

            He will be greatly missed by the Canadian Craft and by this Rite especially, as, 
when in health, he was seldom absent form its Assemblies, cheering and inspiring the 
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members by his genial presence and his ready and valuable advice, and, with few 
exceptions, was always in his place at the sessions of this Supreme Council. 

            Brother Spry was born on the 29th of November, 1835, near Burritt’s Rapids, in the 
County of Carleton, Province of Ontario, and resided for very many years in the City of 
Toronto.  He was at the time of his death, and ahs been for several years, Inspector of 
Post Offices, a position which he filled with great ability and with acceptance to the 
Government and the people.   His Masonic career was of long standing and of marked 
prominence.  He was initiated in King Solomon’s Lodge, No. 22, Toronto, on the 11th of 
March, 1858, and was elected Worshipful Master of same in 1862, and again in 1863, 1868, 
1872 and 1873; was elected Master of Rehoboam Lodge No. 65, in 1871 and 1877.  He was 
the first Master of Mimico Lodge, No. 369; he was the founder of Zetland Lodge, No. 326, 
and for many years its Treasurer.  In 1875 he was elected D.D.G.M. of Toronto District; 
in 1881 he was elected Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and in 1882 
and 1883 Most Worshipful Grand Master. 

            In Capitular Masonry, Companion Spry held many offices, including those of 
Grand Scribe E, Grand H. and Grand Z. 

            In Knight Templarism, Frater Spry took a leading position, and at the time of his 
death was Grand Chancellor, and held the rank of Past Supreme Grand master in the 
Priories of Canada and of Victoria. 

            He was created an Honorary Inspector General, 33°, in this Supreme Council on 
the 15th of October, 1884, and afterwards crowned an Active at the same session.  He was 
appointed Deputy for Ontario, and was elected to the office of Grand Chancellor at the 
session of this Supreme Council in 1886; the latter position he held until his death, and 
both of which he filled with great acceptance. 

            Such, my Brethren, was the man who ahs left the scene of his labors and his 
suffering for the peace and joy of a Higher and Holier sphere.  We will cherish the 
memory of him in our hearts and endeavour to imitate his many virtues, and as a mark 
of respect to his memory, we direct that the badge of mourning be worn for a period of 
sixty days, and may Our Father in Heaven have you always in His Holy Keeping. 

            Given under our hands and seal of the Supreme Council this 22nd day of August, 
1897. 

                                                            JNO. W. MURTON, 33°, 
                                                            Sovereign Grand Commander. 
Attest: 
            HUGH MURRAY, 33°, 
                  Secretary-General. 
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The Sovereign Grand Commander, John Walter Murton, said in his address: 

“Again the Angel of Death visited us on the 13th of August last, and took from our 
little Band another and a most prominent member in the person of our dearly 
loved Brother Daniel Spry, the Grand    Chancellor of the Supreme Council. The 
loss of Brother Spry is one which all branches of the Craft will      deeply feel.  He 
had been so long identified with many of the Grand Bodies in this Dominion, 
particularly in the Province of Ontario, and his experience labours had been so 
constantly exercised in our behalf, that his name had become a ‘household word’ 
in Masonry. His genial manner and genuine friendship had endeared him to us all; 
and he will ever be greatly missed and his loss sincerely deplored by the members 
of this Council.” 

GREAT PRIORY 

            The Sovereign Great Priory of Canada, Knights Templar, published a circular 
letter, to be read in all Preceptories. 

TO THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF CANADA’ 
                        SORROWFUL GREETING. 

Dear Fratres, 

            It becomes my sad duty to communicate the mournful intelligence that the dark 
shadow of death ahs crossed our threshold, entered our circle an called into the great 
and silent majority our dearly beloved Frater and Most Eminent Sir Knight 

                                    DANIEL SPRY, G.C.T. 

            Past Honorary Supreme Grand Master and Grand Chancellor 

            Our dearly beloved Frater had been in failing health for some time but strong 
hopes were entertained that he would recover.  Up to a very short time before his death, 
he was prepared as usual for the Annual Assembly of Great Priory on the 19th of August, 
but the final summons came a week before, and on the 13th instant he passed away at 
his home in London, surrounded by his sorrowing family.  The Supreme Grant Maser, 
Deputy Grand Master, and many of the officers and members of the Great Priory 
attended the funeral which took place the following day at the town of Barrie, where he 
formerly resided, and where he was interred by the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge 
of Canada with Masonic honors. 

            At the cities of London and Toronto, when the funeral cortege passed through, as 
well as at the final place of internment, many prominent members of all branches of 
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the Masonic fraternity paid their last sad token of respect to the memory of their 
distinguished Comrade. 

            Most Eminent Sir Knight Daniel Spry was born November 29th, 1835, near Burritt’s 
Rapids, County of Carleton, Ontario.  For many yeas he was an efficient officer of the 
post office department and filled the position of Inspector for the division of Toronto, 
Barrie and London, Ont., which latter position he held at the time of his death. 

            For nearly forty years our Most Eminent Frater had been actively connected with 
the Masonic fraternity, and had held many high and important positions therein. 

            Initiated in King Solomon’s Lodge, No. 22, Toronto, on March 11th, 1858, he 
afterwards became the Worshipful Master and held the office for several years.  He was; 

            Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada (in Canada) A.F. & A.M., in 1882 and 
1883. 

            Grand First Principal Z of the Grand Chapter of Royal arch Masons of Canada in 
1879 and 1880. 

            Grand Master of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Canada in 1872 
and 1873. 

            He was an active member of the Supreme Council 33° of the A. & A.S. Rite for the 
Dominion of Canada, and at the time of his death held the office of Grand Chancellor of 
the Supreme Council. 

            For many years he was acti8vely connected with the Knights Templar of Canada, 
and up to the time of his decease was the very devoted and efficient Grand Chancellor 
of the Sovereign Great Priory.  He received his decoration of the Grand Cross of the 
Temple some years ago form H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, Grand Master of the Order of 
the Temple in England, and was created an Honorary Grad Master of both the Great 
Priories of Victoria (Australia) and Canada.  He was a zealous and enthusiastic Knight 
Templar, and his cheery greeting, kindly smile and wise counsels will be much missed 
by the members of the Order of the Temple. 

            NOW, THEREFORE – As a token of our love and esteem, and in memory of our 
dearly beloved Frater and Most Eminent Sir Knight, it is hereby directed that this 
Communication be read in the assemblies of our Constituent Preceptories, and that 
each Preceptory of our obedience be draped in mourning for the period of three 
months. 

                                                                        D.F. MacWATT, 
                                                                                    Supreme Grand Master. 
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                                                Attest:                         WILL. H. WHYTE, 
                                                                                    Grand Chancellor. 

Montreal, August 28, 1897. 

            The Supreme Grand Master, Will H. Whyte, in his Annual address said: 

“OUR VACANT CHAIR” 

“To-day in sorrow and sadness we look around our Assembly and we find the 
winged messenger of death hath crossed our threshold and we have a vacant 
chair.  One of the most active and zealous members of our Order, the oldest 
Officer of this Great Body, a Prince and a Ruler in Israel has fallen. Our dearly 
beloved Grand Chancellor, Most Eminent Knight Daniel Spry, Grand Cross of the 
Temple, on the 13th inst., received the final summons, and he ever kindly smile and 
courteous greeting of our much esteemed and beloved frater is gone from us 
forever. 

For some months past, Sir Knight Spry had been seriously ill. It was hoped that a 
complete rest from business cares and a change of residence would prove 
beneficial, but He who said, “I Am the Resurrection and the Life” in His good 
providence decided otherwise and the anticipated message came at last to me 
over the wires that he was no more.  On the 14th I attended the funeral of our 
departed Frater at the town of Barrie, where the Grand Lodge of Canada, of which 
he was a Past Grand Master, committed all that was mortal to its last resting place 
with Masonic honours. 

He was a true and courteous Knight, and has fallen full knightly. The memory of 
his many virtues will ever linger in loving remembrance, while his loss will be 
deeply deplored by every Knight of this Grand Jurisdiction.” 

                The Good Knight sleeps where the daisies nod, 
                       And the clover hangs its head, 
                Where the wild birds come and the wild bees hum, 
                       Above his lonely bed. 
                He fought the fight – he kept the faith, 
                      His fame shines bright and clear, 
                And his memory lives in loving hearts, 
                      Which will hold it ever dear. 
                    “THE GOOD KNIGHT SLEEPS.”  
THE  CANADIAN  -  AMERICAN 
                        IN MEMORIAM  -  DANIEL SPRY 
                                                            (ANONYMOUS – SIGNED M. H. A.) 
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            In an issue of your paper I saw a brief notice of the death of Daniel Spry, lately of 
London, and formerly of Barrie, Ont.  It was the first intimation I had received, and the 
news came to me with such a sense of personal loss that I can-not refrain from writing 
these few words in memory of one of the noblest men I have ever known. 

            Though many years of absence has intervened between the time I last saw him 
and the present, they have not been long enough to dim the memory of him, and I can 
see him now as I saw him then in the full flush of perfect manhood.  He was a 
remarkable handsome man, with a nobility of ace and bearing, indicative of the soul 
that dwelt within the man. 

            The memory of many acts of kindness (under unusual circumstances), of 
unselfish loyal friendship at the hands of him and his, the remembrance of his kindly, 
generous, upright nature, the thought of the desolation that his death must have 
brought to his family, to whom he was the best of husband and father, and the 
irreparable loss which the passing away of such a one as he must bring to the 
community in which he lived, renders my hand unsteady, and dims my eyes with 
tears.  Not often have I known any equal of Daniel Spry, never his superior. 

            His was the charity which “thinkest no evil”, the liberality which forbids display, 
the good deed done, and the prayer sent up, not in the sight of man, but of God.  His 
was the stainless honour, which would not enrich himself at the expense of his 
fellowman; his the gentleness of manner and action which marks the gentleman. 

           The world can ill spare such men, for they are not found every day, nor 
everywhere, and perhaps that is why the memory of such a life lingers within the mind 
of those who were privileged to now him, when less noble natures are for-gotten.  He 
was one of Nature’s noblemen, and words are but poor and empty expressions of the 
feeling which animates the writing of this feeble tribute to his worth. 

           The God, Whom in life he served “Who is the God of the fatherless and the widow” 
has him in His holy keeping and He alone can give consolation to the dear ones left 
behind to mourn, and not “as those without hope.” 

          May the turf above his grave be ever as green, as the memory of all his goodness 
is, in the hearts of those to whom he was so true a friend. 

                                                                                                     M.H.A. 
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Addenda prepared by V.W. Bro. Marshall Kern 
 

Spry Lodge No. 385 was named to honour M.W. Bro. Daniel Spry. It was located in 
Beeton and relocated to Alliston, remaining part of Georgian South District.  It was 
instituted on July 14, 1884. 

The Spry Lodge No. 406 was named to honour M.W. Bro. Daniel Spry.  It is located in 
Fenelon Falls, and part of Victoria District.  The first regular meeting of the Spry Lodge No. 
406 was held on August 8, 1884. The first years of the lodge were highlighted by a visit from 
M.W. Bro. Daniel Spry on March 14, 1890. M.W. Bro. Spy was received with customary 
honors and gave a short address. 

A large portrait of M.W. Bro. Daniel Spry in his regalia as our 10th Grand Master is 
displayed at Spry Lodge No 406, in Alliston.   

M.W. Bro Daniel Spry was buried in a family plot at Barrie Union Cemetery in Barrie, 
Ontario.  A tall monument marks his final resting place.  There are no Masonic designations 
on the monument. 

 

Sources for Addenda:  
(1) Commemoration of the Graves of the Grand Masters, December 2018.  A project of 

the Museum and Archives Team. 
(2) Runnalls, J. Lawrence (1979) Our Past Grand Masters privately published 
(3) Anon. A History of The Spry Lodge A.F. & A.M. No. 406 
(4) Jenkyns, Michael (2021) History of Spry Lodge No. 385 
(5) Jenkyns, Michael (2021) History of The Spry Lodge No. 406 
(6) Confirmation of the portrait information by Bro. Terry Anderson of Spry Lodge No. 

406, February 2024 
 


