
Charles Edwin Drew

Grand Master (1993-94 and 1994-95) of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada

in the Province of Ontario

     Charles Edwin Drew was born on May 6, 1931 in England and where he was educated and served with

the Royal Naval Air Service before coming to Canada in 1951. At that time he was employed by the Avro

Aircraft Company at Malton which was then engaged in the design, development and construction of the CF-

105 Arrow and the ongoing construction, testing and delivery of the CF-100 Canuck to the RCAF. In 1959,

he began his career as a General Agent with the Allstate Insurance Company in Markham until his retirement

in 1994.

     He is married to Ellen Patterson and they have two sons (Mark and W ayne), daughter (Laura) and five

grandchildren (Andrew, Katelyn, Danielle, Coulton and Tyler).

Masonic Career

     M.W .Bro. Charles Edwin Drew was initiated into Georgina 343, Toronto (1955) where he served as W M

(1973) and was elected as DDGM of Toronto 3 District (1976-77). He is a charter member of Heritage 730,

Cambridge and served as W M (1985). He is also a charter member of the Heritage Masonic Corporation and

a Past Chairman of the Black Creek Pioneer Village Project. He has served on the Board of General Purposes

since 1985, officiated as chairman of a number of committees and was the first chairman of the Management

Committee (1991-92). He was elected as Deputy Grand Master (1991-92 and 1992-93) and was elected as

Grand Master for the 1993-94 and 1994-95 terms. He was appointed by the Ritual Committee as Custodian

of the W ork in 1995 and retired from this office in 2007. He has served as a Director of the Masonic

Foundation of Ontario since 1991, was Chairman of the Millennium project (Help-to-Hear) and Chairman of

the Foundation Masonic Foundation in 1999. He is the Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of New York

near to the Grand Lodge of Canada.

     He is a member of University 241, Toronto (1965), served as First Principal (1983) and was appointed as

Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies (1990) and to the Executive of Grand Chapter (1994). He is a

member of Holy Land Conclave No. 3, Red Cross of Constantine.

     He is a member of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite in Toronto, Barrie and Hamilton, serving as the

Most W ise Sovereign of the Toronto Sovereign Chapter of Rose Croix (1985). He was coroneted as an

Honorary Inspector-General 33E in 1998 at Vancouver and as an active member of the Supreme Council in

2000 at W innipeg.

     He is a member of the Royal Order of Scotland.

[Sources: (1) Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario. (2)

River Park Lodge A.F. & A.M. No. 356 G.R.C. Streetsville, 125th Anniversary booklet, September 28, 2002.

(3) Whence Come We? Volume II, 2011, Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada.]
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