Norman Edward Byrne

Grand Master (1991-92 and 1992-93) of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada
in the Province of Ontario

“ A

(1926-2005)

Norman Edward Byrne was born in Hamilton on July 26, 1926 and educated in public and secondary
schools. He graduated as a mechanical engineer from the University of Toronto (1949). He subsequently
attended Osgoode Hall, Toronto, and graduated as a Barrister at Law and Solicitor of the Supreme Court of
Ontario (1953). He was created QC in 1965. He returned to Hamilton to practice law with his father, Norman
W. Byrne, QC. He lived in Ancaster and was a lawyer and the senior partner in the law firm of Byrne, Martin
& Bedford. He was also a registered professional engineer in Ontario.

He married Nancy Dennis in 1978 and they had three children: Kathryn, Norman and Shelley and seven
grandchildren.

He was an elder of the Ryerson United Church, Ancaster. In his community life he was very active: Director
and later Chairman of the Hamilton Branch of the Addiction Foundation; Director and Honorary Solicitor for
the Hamilton/Burlington YMCA; member of the Holimont Ski Club, Ellicotville, New York and served as
Director and Secretary of the ski club for many years.

He died on September 13, 2005.

Masonic Career

M.W .Bro. Norman Edward Byrne was initiated in University 496, Toronto. After moving to Ancaster he
became a charter member of Meridian 687, Hamilton and served as WM (1961). He was Lodge Organist and
held the office until becoming Grand Master. He was elected as DDGM of Hamilton C (1989-90). He was a
member of the Board of General Purposes from 1973 onwards and was a member, or chairman, of a number
of Committees: Condition of Masonry, Grievances and Appeals (now Discipline), Masonic Education and
Constitution and Jurisprudence. He was elected as Deputy Grand Master (1989-90 and 1990-91) and as
Grand Master (1991-92 and 1992-93). He was elected as Vice-Chairman of the Conference of Grand Masters
of North America (1992, Alexandra, Virginia) and President of the Conference of Canadian Grand and District
Grand Lodges (1992, Winnipeg).

As Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario, in 1992, he led
the Winnipeg Accord which saw all Canadian Grand Masters agree to recommend to their Grand Lodges “.
.. . the acceptance of all Prince Hall Grand Lodges as approved by the Conference of Prince Hall Grand
Lodges as being regular Masonic Grand Lodges” (1992 Annual Proceedings p 36). While this was a first step
which recognized the legitimacy of origin of Prince Hall Masons and their respective Grand Lodges, by July
2005, all Canadian Grand Lodges had implemented a policy of intervisitation. Just before his death, M.W .Bro.
Byrne was able to sitin Lodge with his long-time friend and colleague, Bro. Lincoln Alexander (24th Lieutenant
Governor of Ontario).

He was a member and Honorary Past First Principal of King David Chapter 262, Burlington and was
appointed Grand Senior Sojourner of Grand Chapterin May 1992. In 1998 he was awarded the Gold Honour
Award of the York Rite Sovereign College of North America.

He was a member and Past T. P.G. M. of the Hamilton Lodge College of Perfection (1970-71), a member
of Hamilton Chapter of Rose Croix, and a member and Commander-in-Chief (1980 and 1981) of Moore
Sovereign Consistory. He was coroneted an Honorary Inspector General 33° (1973) and crowned as an Active
Inspector General (1991). He was elected and installed as Sovereign Grand Commander at Winnipeg on



September 16, 2000.
He was a member of Rameses Shrine, Toronto, A.A.O.N.M.S.
He was a member and Organist of the Royal Order of Scotland.

[Sources: (1) Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario. (2)
Email advisory on the death of M. W. Bro. Norman Edward Byrne, September 14, 2005. (3) Whence Come
We? Volume Il, 2011, Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada.]
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