
Howard Olin Polk

Grand Master (1981-82 and 1982-83) of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada

in the Province of Ontario

(1915-2003)

     Howard Olin Polk, of Irish and Loyalist descent, was born in Lombardy, Leeds County, on October 22,

1915, the youngest son of a family of three, where his father, Henry Edwin Polk (married to the former Annie

Mable Bums) operated a General Store and a Post Office. He completed primary education in the one room

brick school, S.S. No. 6, South Elmsley Township and went on to graduate with Honours from the Smith Falls

Collegiate Institute, where he starred on the Track and Football Teams. He enlisted in the Canadian Army in

1940 and served with the Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps until 1945.

     He was sales representative for a national manufacturer of Paint and Protective Coatings throughout

Eastern Ontario for 18 years. He was appointed as a Justice of the Peace for the County of Carleton (1960),

Clerk of the County Court and Registrar of the Surrogate Court for the Judicial District of Ottawa-Carleton

(1963), Local Registrar of the Supreme Court of Ontario and President of the Sheriffs' and Court Registrars’

Association for the Province of Ontario (1976).

     He married Doris Ullet, a dental nurse and they had two daughters Pamela Lea (Hoffman) and Penny

Heather. M. W . Bro. Polk and his family were life-long members of the Anglican Church.

     He was interested in the National Capital and became active in civic and was a member of the Children's

Aid Society of Ottawa-Carleton, Men's Canadian Club of Ottawa and the Central Canada Exhibition.

     M. W . Bro. Howard Olin Polk died on October 19, 2003 in Ottawa and is buried in Pinecrest Cemetery.

Masonic Career

     M.W .Bro. Polk was initiated in Otter Lodge, No. 504 GRC, Lombardy (1938) and served as Master (1959).

After his move to Ottawa he affiliated with Temple Lodge, No. 665 GRC, Ottawa where he was Treasurer for

18 years. He was a charter member of Bytown Lodge, No. 721 GRC, Ottawa. He was elected as Grand

Registrar (1962) and to the Board of General Purposes (1964-65, 1966-67, 1968-69, 1970-71, 1972-73, 1974-

75 and 1976-77) where he served on various Committees (Audit and Finance, Masonic Education, W arrants

and Printing and Supplies). He was elected as Deputy Grand Master (1979-80 and 1980-81) and Grand

Master (1981-82 and 1982-83). He was a charter member of W est Gate Lodge, No. 734 GRC, Streetsville.

     He was a member of Carleton Chapter, No. 16 GRC, Ottawa and an Honourary Past First Principal. He

was a member of Ottawa Preceptory, No. 32, Ottawa.

     He was Past Thrice Puissant Grand Master of the Ottawa Lodge of Perfection 14E; a member of Murray

Chapter of Rose Croix 18E; a member of Moore Sovereign Consistory 32E, Hamilton; and was an Honourary

Inspector General 33E.

     He was a member of the Royal Order of Scotland.

[Sources: (1) Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario. (2)

The Freemason magazine, Vol. 102 No. 2 September 1982. (3) Ottawa Citizen, obituary notice, October 21,

2003]
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