
W illiam Kirk Bailey, BA

Grand Master (1971-72 and 1972-73) of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada

in the Province of Ontario

(1904-1992)

     W illiam Kirk Bailey was born at Stirling, Hastings County, Ontario on January 17, 1904. Following

elementary schooling in a rural school, secondary schooling at Stirling High School, he taught for one year

at a rural school in North Hastings. After his graduation from Toronto Normal School in 1924 he was a

teacher, principal and administrator of the Toronto Elementary and Secondary Schools except for one year

when he attended Queen’s University to complete an Honours BA in Chemistry and Biology.

     From 1924 to 1970, he was employed in schools in the Toronto area: teaching at John Fisher Public

School, Oakwood Collegiate Institute and Lawrence Park Collegiate Institute; vice-principal at Bloor Collegiate

Institute; principal of Riverdale and Lawrence Park Collegiate Institutes and Assistant Superintendent of

Secondary Schools. During his latter period he was delegated to study school systems in Russia, Germany,

Holland and to recruit teachers from Great Britain, New Zealand and Australia.

     He married Mary Eleanor Langtry of Carleton Place in 1934 and they had one son and two daughters.

     The family were members of St. George's United Church, Toronto.

     M. W . Bro. W illiam Kirk Bailey died in Toronto on November 20, 1992.

Masonic Career

     Mr. W illiam Kirk Bailey was initiated into Stirling Lodge, No. 69 GRC, Stirling (1925). He affiliated with Bay

of Quinte Lodge, No. 620 GRC, Thornhill (1932) and served as W M (1943). He was elected as DDGM of

Toronto District B (1950-51). He was appointed to the Board of General Purposes (1959-61) and elected

(1961-69). He was elected as Deputy Grand Master (1969-70 and 1970-71) and Grand Master (1971-72 and

1972-73). He was a charter member of Andor Gero Lodge, No. 726 GRC, Etobicoke (1974).

     The creation of The Heritage Lodge 730 at Cambridge owes its genesis to many people, perhaps the best

remembered for his efforts being M.W .Bro. W illiam Kirk Bailey (Grand Master 1972-72 and 1972-73). A

Research Lodge with a clear focus on history, admitting members from across the province (and, today, from

around the world) and which does no degree work. Linked with this was his success in “Questions and

Answers for candidates” printed for the first time in 1972. This was a major step in implementing the oft-

quoted admonition “to make a daily advancement in masonic education.” M. W . Bro. Bailey was instrumental

in establishing two committees which produced Beyond the Pillars (1973) and Beyond the Pillars (1976) to

assist all members of the craft, especially those progressing through the chairs. Other results which he

achieved and which may pass be generally unnoticed today, include: a major revision to the Constitution into

its present format in 1979; encouraging the development of a Management Committee at the Board to

streamline and improve decision-making efficiency. He served as President of the Masonic Foundation of

Ontario from 1974 to 1986. He was an affiliated member of University Lodge, No. 496 GRC, Toronto.

     In Capitular Masonry he was exalted in King Cyrus Chapter, No. 232 GRC, Toronto.

     He was a member of the Toronto Lodge of Perfection (1951) and served as T. P. G. M. (1964). He was

a member of Toronto Chapter of Rose Croix and Moore Sovereign Consistory, Hamilton. He was coroneted

as an Honorary Inspector General 33E in 1966.

[Sources: (1) Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario. (2)

The Ontario Masonic Blue Book, Published and Edited by David Hauraney, Print Master, Etobicoke, 2000. (3)



Grand Lodge website on biographies of the Presidents of the Masonic Foundation of Ontario,

www.masonicfoundation.on.ca/publications/bios.html.]
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