
Hon. Justice Russell W illiams Treleaven, QC, SLittD

Grand Master (1961-62 and 1962-63) of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada

in the Province of Ontario

(1887-1970)

     Russell W illiam Treleaven was born in London, Ontario, in 1887, the son of Rev. R. J. Treleaven of the

Methodist Church of Canada. He had three brothers (Harold, Morley and Kerwan Nelles who was also a

lawyer and the chief legal advisor for the Ontario Unemployment Commission) and one sister, Mary (wife of

Hugh Murray of Hamilton). Russell W illiam attended public schools in Aylmer and Brantford and went on to

Central Collegiate in Hamilton and Parkdale Collegiate, Toronto.

     He studied law at Osgoode Hall, Toronto and graduated in 1913. He began to practice in Hamilton after

graduation and was called to the bar in 1914. He formed the firm of Treleaven and Treleaven in Hamilton He

was appointed a Kings Counsel in 1937 and appointed as a Justice of the Supreme Court of Ontario in 1946,

from where he retired in 1961. In 1956 he received the honorary degree of Doctor of Sacred Letters from

Victoria University, Toronto, in 1956. During his time on the bench he also served as a Director of the Ontario

Motor League.

     He was active in local community affairs and municipal politics and stood in the 1935 Hamilton Mayoralty

race. He served as a Trustee of the Hamilton Board of Education for ten years and as a Hamilton Controller

(responsible for W orks, Railroad, Legislation and Reception, Industrial and Publicity Committees of the City

Council. He served as President of the Hamilton Optimists Club (1925) and was Treasurer of the Presbyterian

Missionary and Maintenance Fund (1935).

    He married Grace Freeman (daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Freeman of Freeman, ON) on October 24, 1914

and they had a son and daughter. He was active in the United Church as well as the Methodist Church and

was elected to each General Conference until Church Union in 1925 and had been one of the Committee of

Forty which negotiated the union of the United and Methodist Churches. He was active in the General Council

of the new United Church as well as being Chairman of the Missionary and Maintenance Committee until his

appointment as a Justice of the Supreme Court in 1946.

     M. W . Bro. Russell W illiam Treleaven died suddenly on January 14, 1970, at his home in Hamilton. Funeral

services were held in Ryerson United Church, Hamilton on January 17, 1970 and he is buried in W oodland

Cemetery.

Masonic Career

     Mr. Russell W illiams Treleaven was initiated into Acacia Lodge, No. 61 GRC, Hamilton (1919) and served

as W M (1937). He was elected as DDGM of Hamilton District B (1942) and elected to the Board of General

Purposes from 1945 to 1951 during which time he served as Chairman of the Committee on Grievances and

Appeals. He was appointed as an honorary member of the Board from  1951 to 1959. He was elected as

Deputy Grand Master for the 1959-60 and 1960-61 terms and as Grand Master for the 1961-62 and 1962-63

terms. He was the first President of the Masonic Foundation of Ontario and served from 1964 to 1968.

     He was a member of the Murton Lodge of Perfection, Hamilton Sovereign Chapter of Rose Croix and

Moore Sovereign Consistory. He was coroneted as an Honorary 33E (1960).

     He was a member of the Royal Order of Scotland (1960).

[Sources: (1) A History of the Grand Lodge A. F. & A. M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario 1855-1955, by

W alter S. Herrington and Roy S. Foley, Published by the authority of Grand Lodge, McCallum Press Ltd.,



Toronto, 1955 (page 300). (2) Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province

of Ontario. (3) Grand Lodge website on biographies of the Presidents of the Masonic Foundation of Ontario,

www.masonicfoundation.on.ca/publications/bios.html.]
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