Clarence McLeod Pitts, BSc

Grand Master (1959-60 and 1960-61) of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada
in the Province of Ontario

Grand First Principal (1949-50 and 1950-51) of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada
in the Province of Ontario

(1894-1969)

Clarence Pitts was born at Fredericton, NB, on May 5, 1894, the second son of Herman Henry Pitts and
Alexandrina MacLeod. He received his early education at the Fredericton Model School. The family moved
to Ottawa in 1903 and he continued his education in the Ottawa Public Schools and Lisgar Collegiate Institute.
He attended McGill University, Montreal, graduating in 1914 with a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering.

After graduation he pursued engineering assignments in Halifax, Hawkesbury, Montreal and Ottawa. With
the outbreak of warin 1914 he enlisted in the Second Battery of the Canadian Field Artillery and spent the war
years in the 10th Siege Battery CEF at Halifax with the rank of Lieutenant. In 1918 he joined his father and
brother Gordon, in the Pitts Construction Co. He also joined the Canadian-American Exporters and the
People’s Gas Supply Company, becoming President and General manager of each. He was a life member
of the Engineering Institute of Canada; Chairman of the Ottawa Branch in 1933; and Ottawa City Councillor
in the years 1934 and 1935. He was a member of the Association of Professional Engineers of Ontario;
Chairman of the Canadian section of the Compressed Gas Manufacturers Association 1942-45; President,
Compressed Gas Manufacturers Association Inc., New York, 1946; President International Acetylene
Association Inc., New York, 1945; Member National Fire Protection Association; Committee Member
Canadian Standards Association and Member of The Chemists Club of New York.

In 1933, he married Elsie Georgina King of Ottawa who predeceased him on June 19, 1958. There were
no children of the marriage.

His interest in young people induced him to take a leading part in the Boy Scouts Association in which he
was an Executive member of the Ottawa District Council, Vice-President of the Ontario Council and an
Executive member of the Canadian General Council. He also served for many years as Chairman of the
Ottawa Charitable Foundation. He also enjoyed membership in The Seignory Club, Quebec, The Rivermead
Golf Club and the Royal Ottawa Golf Club, Hull, PQ.

He was dedicated to the work of the Presbyterian Church and was ordained and inducted as an Elder of
the Kirk Session of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Ottawa in 1926. He served as Superintendent of the
church’s Sunday School for twenty-three years. He was highly respected in the Presbyterian General
Assembly and he served for many years as Chairman of the Pension Board.

On March 15, 1969, Clarence MacLeod Pitts suffered a heart attack and was confined to hospital where
he died on April 10.

Masonic Career

Clarence MaclLeod Pitts came from a Masonic family. His grandfather, Henry W. Pitts, affiliated with St.
John Lodge, No. 2, St. John, NB, on May 1, 1821. His father, Henry Herman Pitts was also a Mason although
no details are known. Clarence MacLeod Pitts was initiated in Hawkesbury Lodge, No. 450 GRC, on
November22,1917. On returning to Ottawa, he affiliated with Dalhousie Lodge, No. 52, on November 2, 1920
where he served this lodge as WM for 1928-9 and also 1939-40. He was elected DDGM of the Ottawa District
for 1940-41. For fourteen years, from 1943, he was regularly elected to the Board of General Purposes and



during that time served on several major committees. In 1957 he was elected Deputy Grand Master and two
years later, Grand Master. He was Grand Master for the years 1959-60 and 1960-61 and filled this office with
distinction. While he was Grand Master, he gave a dispensation for the initiation of a blind man, Graham
Stoodley. Stoodley was initiated in William Mercer Wilson Lodge, No. 678 GRC, Woodstock, Ontario. Bro.
Stoodley became a successful barrister in Toronto and he and his wife, who was also blind, were workers in
the cause of the blind. This dispensation is thought to be the first one of its kind in Ontario. Bro. Pitts served
as Representative of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska. He was made an Honorary Past Grand Master of the
Grand Lodges of New Brunswick, Saskatchewan and Alberta. In Capitular Masonry Companion Pitts was
exalted in Ottawa Chapter, No. 222, in 1929 and was elected First Principal in 1943. The following year he
was installed as Grand Scribe N of the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Canada. Then followed in order
Grand Third Principal (1945-46 and 1946-47), Grand Second Principal (1947-48 and 1948-49) and Grand First
Principal (1949-50 and 1950-51). He was named as Representative of the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia (with
jurisdiction over Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland). He presided over the Conference of Canadian
Grand Chapters of which he was a founder and first President. He held the Honorary rank of Grand First
Principal of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia and Honorary Past President of the Order of High Priesthood
of Ontario.

In Knights Templary he was a member of Ottawa Preceptory, No. 32, and was Presiding Preceptorin 1946.
He held the office of Grand Director of Ceremonies in the Sovereign Great Priory of Canada and became a
Member of the Grand Council. His title, Knight Commander of the Temple, was received from the College of
Honours of the Sovereign Great Priory on August 11, 1959.

In the Cryptic Rite he was a member of Ottawa Council, No. 16, Royal and Select Masters (now Gedeliah
Council No. 16) and became its Thrice lllustrious Master. He also joined Bay of Quinte Lodge, No. 11, Royal
Ark Mariners and held the rank of Commander Noah.

In the Knight of York Cross of Honour he was elected to the Ontario Priory, No. 49 and became the
Warden. In Constantinian Masonry he was knighted in Holy Land Conclave, No. 3, Toronto, in 1948. Two
years later, he was given the rank of Honorary Past Sovereign by his Conclave. In 1951, he was elected to
the office of Very lllustrious Grand High Prelate of the Sovereign Grand Conclave, which office he held until
1961 when he was elevated to the rank of Honorary Past Grand Sovereign and given the title of Knight Grand
Cross of Constantine.

He was a member of Ottawa Lodge of Perfection and went on to the Murray Chapter of the Rose Croix,
Ottawa, becoming the Most Wise Sovereign in 1930. To receive his degrees to the 32°, he went to Hamilton
in May 1922. He was coroneted 33° Honorary Inspector General on October 1, 1940. Two years later, on
October 7, he was made an Active member of the Supreme Council. On October 15, 1952, he was installed
Sovereigh Grand Commander at Niagara Falls and served in this office for three years. He was named as an
Emeritus Member of Honour of the Supreme Councils of both Northern and Southern Jurisdictions, USA, in
1953, and an Honorary Member of the Supreme Councils of England and W ales and of Scotland, Ireland, the
Philippines and France. He was elected an Honorary Member of the subordinate bodies of Calgary,
Vancouver, Moncton and Halifax.

One of his great accomplishments was in 1954, during his term as Sovereign Grand Commander.
Recognizing the need for better understanding and closer fraternal relations between the English speaking
Supreme Councils of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, he organized and was elected chairman of the
first meeting of what was to be known as “The English Speaking Supreme Councils of he British Isles and
North America in Amity.” This meeting was convened at the Seignory Club and representatives came from
the Southern and Northern Masonic Jurisdictions of the United States and from England, Ireland and Scotland.
So much good was accomplished thatitwas agreed that further meetings should be held and the organization
perpetuated.

On April 15, 1942, he became a member of the Royal Order of Scotland in the Provincial Grand Lodge of
Ontario. The characteristic of “Intelligence” was bestowed on him by the Provincial Grand Master and he was
known to the brethren as “Sir Clarence Intelligence.”

Although Bro. Pitts did not himself engage in research writing, he encouraged others to do so. In 1949,
when the Canadian Masonic Research Association was formed he became a member and remained very
active until his death. He became the Presidentin 1953, following M. W. Bro. W. J. Dunlop. He also became
a member of the Philalethes Society, a group of research students in the United States of America.

He served as an active Director of the Ottawa Masonic Temple Association.



[Sources: (1) Clarence MacLeod Pitts, Freemason, by W. Bro. Evans F. Greer, 1968, presentation to the
Canadian Masonic Research Association, as printed in the Proceedings, Volume 3 Paper 95, Published by
Heritage Lodge, No. 730 GRC, 1986. (2) Historic Sketch of Ottawa Chapter, No. 222 GRC, Fiftieth Birthday
Anniversary 1920-1970, written by Ottawa Chapter, No. 222 RAMO, Ottawa. (3) The Grand First Principals
of The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada in the Province of Ontario 1934-1999, compiled by
R. Ex. Comp. William Stanfield, Grand Historian, 2000.]



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

