Most Reverend William Lockridge Wright, DD, DCL, LLD,
Archbishop of Algoma and Metropolitan of Ontario (1904 - 1990)

Grand Master (1955-56 and 1956-57) of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada
in the Province of Ontario

M.W. Bro. W. L. Wright

(1904-1990)

William Lockridge Wright was born at Roslin, Ontario on September 8, 1904. His great-grandfather,
William Wright, was a Dublin land surveyor who came to Montreal in 1842. His son, William, entered the
ministry and served as a missionary in the Diocese of Ontario. (This William married Sarah Josephine de
Pencier, a granddaughter of Theodore de Pencier, a descendant of a French military family and one of the
first land surveyors in Canada, who in 1792 had surveyed St. Joseph Island—which became part of the
Diocese of Algoma—and the St. Mary’s River.) William and Sarah’s son, John de Pencier Wright, became
Canon and Priest of the Diocese of Ontario. (This John married Lucy Lockridge in 1903. Lucy was the
daughter of Robert Lockridge of Tamworth and they had several children, the eldest being William Lockridge
Wright).

Wi illiam Lockridge Wright was educated at the public schools at Lyn and Kingston (his father being Rector
of St. Luke’s Church fora number of years), Kingston Collegiate, Queen’s University and University of Toronto
(graduating in Divinity in 1927). He had been ordained as a Deacon in 1926 and Priestin 1927, at St. George’s
Cathedral, Kingston. He would serve as Curate at the Church of St. George the Martyr in Toronto (1926-28),
Tweed (1928-32) and Christ's Church, Hamilton (1932-36). He was chosen as the Rector of St. Luke’s Pro-
Cathedral in Sault Ste. Marie (1940) and as Dean of Algoma (1941, when he also received the degree of
Doctor of Divinity, jure dignitatis, from the University of Toronto). In 1944 he was elected by the Synod of
Algoma as Bishop of the Diocese and consecrated on May 30, 1944. In June 1953 he received the D.C.L.
degree from Bishop’s University. On April 20, 1955 the House of Bishops of the Ecclesiastical Province of
Ontario elected him as Metropolitan of the Province. He was enthroned as Archbishop in St. Luke’s Cathedral,
Sault Ste. Marie on June 9, 1955 (just prior to his installation as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M.
of Canada in the Province of Ontario.

In 1936 he married Miss Margaret Clare, a graduate of the University of Toronto (daughter of Rev. David
Clare of Orillia). They had two sons and two daughters: Clare, John, Peter and Jane. Mrs. Margaret Wright
died on March 3, 1988 in Sault Ste. Marie. Grand Master Wright died on January 19, 1990 and both he and
Mrs. Wright are buried in the West Korah Cemetery, Sault Ste. Marie.
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Masonic Career

Reverend William Lockridge Wright was initiated into Tweed Lodge, No. 239 GRC, Tweed on November
26, 1929. After his transfer to Hamilton he affiliated with The Barton Lodge, No. 6 Hamilton on December 13,
1933 and, in the Sault, he affiliated with Hatherly Lodge, No. 625 Sault Ste. Marie on April 17, 1942, and
served as WM of Hatherly Lodge (1944, 1945 and 1946). He was appointed as Grand Chaplain (1947-48) and
appointed (1948) and elected (1952-53 and 1953-54) to the Board of General Purposes. He was elected as
Deputy Grand Master (1953-54 and 1954-55) and as Grand Master (1955-56 and 1956-57). His obituary
notice in the Annual Proceedings of 1990 note that “he was affiliated with 10 other Lodges” and that he was
appointed as “Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of England.”

He was a member of Algonquin Royal Arch Chapter, No. 102 GRC, Sault Ste. Marie.

He was a member of the Lodge of Perfection and a member and Most Wise Sovereign of the Chapter of
Rose Croix, in Sault Ste. Marie. He was a member of Moore Sovereign Consistory, Hamilton. He was
coroneted as an Honorary Inspector General 33° (1953) and crowned as an Active Member (1958).

He was a member of the Royal Order of Scotland.

[Sources: (1) A History ofthe Grand Lodge A. F. & A. M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario 1855-1955, by
Walter S. Herrington and Roy S. Foley, Published by the authority of Grand Lodge, McCallum Press Ltd.,
Toronto, 1955. (2) The History of Freemasonry in Canada, Volumes | and Il, by John Ross Robertson,
published by The Hunter, Rose Co., Limited, Toronto, 1899. (3) Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F.
& A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario. (4) The Ontario Masonic Blue Book, Published and Edited by
David Hauraney, Print Master, Etobicoke, 2000.]
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