
James Patterson Maher 

Grand Master (1949-50 and 1950-51) of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada

in the Province of Ontario

(1890-1961)

     James Patterson Maher was born in Toronto on February 6, 1890, of Irish parents who had travelled to

Canada some years before. W hile still an infant, his family moved to Picton where he spent his boyhood days,

receiving his education in Picton Public and High Schools.

     In 1909 he returned to Toronto where began work. In 1911 he entered the manufacturing field and

eventually became the founder and president of Maher Shoes.

     He was active in community life and served as a Director of the National Sanitarium which administered

the Muskoka Hospital of TB, W eston Sanitarium and the Gage Institute. He served as Chairman of the

Toronto City Planning Board and Vice-Chairman of the Toronto and York County Planning Board. During the

war years he served as Director of the Advisory Committee of the W artime Prices and Trade Board. He was

a member of the Shoe Manufacturer’s Association, Canadian Council of Distribution, Board of Trade of the

City of Toronto, Director of the Property Owners’ Association and Director and Past President of the York

Masonic Temple Ltd. He was active in sponsoring local hockey, baseball and soccer teams. He was a

member of the Granite Club of Toronto, Empire Club of Canada, Prince Edward Yacht Club and the Toronto

Hunters’ and Anglers’ Club.

     He was a member of St. Michael and All Angels Anglican Church, Toronto.

     M. W . Bro. James Patterson Maher died on August 2, 1961.

Masonic Career

     Mr. James Patterson Maher was initiated into York Lodge, No. 156 GRC, Toronto, in 1912 and was

subsequently passed and raised, and elected as W M 1930. He was elected and served as DDGM of Toronto

District C (1934-35). He was first elected to the Board of general Purposes in 1939 and served as Chairman

of various Committees (Printing; Audit and Finance; Regalia; and Benevolence). He was elected Deputy

Grand Master (1947-48 and 1948-49 terms) and Grand Master (1949-50 and 1950-51 terms) of the Grand

Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario.

     In 1922 he was exalted in York Royal Arch Chapter, No. 62, Toronto.

     He was a member of Moore Sovereign Consistory, Hamilton (1948) and was coroneted as an Honorary

33E (1949).

     He was a member of the Royal Order of Scotland (1947).

[Sources: A History of the Grand Lodge A. F. & A. M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario 1855-1955, by

W alter S. Herrington and Roy S. Foley, Published by the authority of Grand Lodge, McCallum Press Ltd.,

Toronto, 1955. (2) Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the province of Ontario.]
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