
John Alexander McRae, MA, PhD

Grand Master (1941-42 and 1942-43) of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada

in the Province of Ontario

(1890-1960)

     John Alexander McRae was born on January 24, 1890 in Beaverton, Ontario, of Highland Scottish parents,

Donald McRae and Elizabeth Logan. He was educated in Beaverton Public School and Gravenhurst High

School and entered Queen's University in 1906, graduating in 1909 with an Honours MA in Chemistry.

     He was a demonstrator and lecturer in chemistry at Queen's University, Kingston and at the University of

Toronto. He went to the University of Manchester, England on a two-year fellowship in 1919 where he

obtained his PhD and afterwards, was awarded his Doctorate based on his research work in organic

chemistry. He returned to Queen's University in 1921 and advanced to become head of the Department of

Chemistry in 1941, a position he held until retirement in 1956. He was a Fellow of the Royal Society of

Canada, the Royal Institute of Chemistry, and the Chemical Institute of Canada.

     In 1925 he married Catherine Logan of Invernesshire, Scotland. 

     He was an active curler and President of the Kingston Curling Club for several years. He was also on the

Kingston Board of Education for 6 years and was Chairman in 1938. He attended, and was an elder, in St.

Andrews Presbyterian Church, Kingston.

     He died at Kingston on April 8, 1960 and was interred in the Stone Church Cemetery, Beaverton Ontario.

Masonic Career

     Mr. John Alexander McRae was initiated in Ancient St. John's Lodge, No 3 GRC, Kingston (1911). On his

return from England he affiliated with Queen's Lodge, No 578 GRC, Kingston and, in 1926, became

W orshipful Master. He was elected District Deputy Grand Master of Frontenac District (1930-31), to the Board

of General Purposes (1932-39) and as Deputy Grand Master (1939-40 and 1940-41). He was elected as

Grand Master for the 1941-42 and 1942-43 terms.

     He became an Honorary Inspector General 33E of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Canada in

1928.

     He was also a member of the Royal Order of Scotland.

[Sources: (1) Annual Proceedings (July 1960) of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of

Ontario.)
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