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     W illiam James Dunlop was born on June 24, 1881, in Durham, Ontario, the first child of Rev. James

Cochrane Dunlop and Agnes Freel Dunlop (both of Scottish descent). He began his elementary education at

Bentinck’s one-roomed rural school in 1888 and completed it in Stayner where they all moved in 1891. He

attended the Continuation School in Stayner (1894-87), Collingwood Collegiate Institute (1891-1901) and

enrolled at the University of Toronto in the Honour Modern Languages Course in 1901.

     For a period of time he moved back and forth between teaching and educational administration as well as

continuing his education through formal courses. He began teaching in January 1902 in the Hullett Township

School not far from Clinton and later graduated with an Interim First Class Certificate in 1904. He became

Principal of the Tavistock Public and Continuation School (1904 to 1907), Peterborough’s King Edward Public

School (1907-08) and Peterborough’s Queen Alexandra Normal-Model School (1908-10). In December 1910

he began three years of extra-mural work with Queen’s University. At the same time he was appointed as a

teacher at the University of Toronto Schools where he remained for nine years. He received his BA in 1912.

     In August 1914 he secured a commission as a Lieutenant and during 1915 and 1916 he was an infantry

instructor in the Canadian Officers’ Training Corps. In December 1915, he was appointed Director of the

Schools’ Section of the National W ar Savings Committee of Canada and was also authorized to prepare a

history course for elementary schools.

     His teaching and army experience led to his appointment as Director of Extension and Publicity for the

University of Toronto from July 2, 1920. Here he became a trail blazer in Ontario’s extension and adult

education programs: preserving universities as centres of higher learning while integrating degree and non-

degree extension work. Courses and programs were taken to the public in keeping with his belief that good

education was result of the “three R’s” with few frills. Teacher’s training courses proved the most popular By

1930 200 entrants had graduated with a BA degree and there were 3,998 entered in continuous courses and

29,121 attending extension lectures. Even during the depths of the depression the program reached workmen,

farmers, secretaries, businessmen and teachers. By 1934 the adult education program had been extended

to include all universities. During W orld W ar II modified junior matriculation courses were offered to members

of the armed forces and correspondence courses were offered: mathematics courses were particularly offered

to trainees to help qualify them as pilots and navigators. W ith support of the Royal Canadian Legion adult

education and prequalifying university courses were offered free to returning POW s. 

     He retired from UofT on June 30, 1951 and was almost immediately appointed by Premier Leslie Frost as

the new Minister of Education (the Minister then being in the process of taking over as Ontario’s Attorney-

General) assuming the office on October 2, 1951. He selected the Toronto-Eglinton riding, campaigned in an

off-hand way, and on election day was victorious, and his position as Minister was reconfirmed by Premier

Frost. His eight years as Minister of Education ave been variously described as contentious, stormy, and

furious. W hat is clear is that never in Ontario’s history were people quite so education conscious.

     In November 1959 he entered hospital and was advised by his doctors to retire from public office and seek

rest. He resigned as Minister of Education effective December 16, 1959. On that same day, Premier  Frost

appointed him Minister without portfolio so that he would be available to give counsel to his successor in the

Department. In less than one year he was again stricken and resigned as Minister without portfolio. Premier

Frost appointed him Vice-Chairman of the Universities’ Co-ordinating Committee. On December 25, 1960,

he again entered hospital where he died on February 2, 1961.



     During his lifetime four Ontario Universities had conferred on him the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws:

UW O, in June 1942; University of Ottawa in June 1953; Queen’s University in May 1956; and University of

W indsor in June 1959. All of them emphasized the one common theme—his contribution to education.

     On July 18, 1905, he had married Mary Gillespie, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Duncan Gillespie of

Stayner. She died during the early part of W orld W ar II while Dr. Dunlop was working very hard on extension

and adult training programs as well as supporting training efforts for military personnel during the war. On May

1, 1943 he married Evaleen Kirby whom he had met at St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Toronto. Neither of these

couples were blessed with children.

     W illiam and Mary Dunlop were active in church activities. They belonged to the Murray St. Baptist Church

in Peterborough where he became Sunday School Superintendent. In Toronto they joined the W almer Road

Baptist Church where he was Sunday School Superintendent. In 1928 he joined St. Paul’s Anglican Church

(Bloor St). He was appointed by the General Synod of the Anglican Church as Vice-Chairman of the

Committee on The Churchman magazine for 1948, -49 and -50 and in 1951 he was made Chairman. He was

a member of the Board of Governors of Havergal College from June 1940 - June 1957. He was a member

of the General Committee on the Leonard Foundation. In 1941 he was elected a member of the Board of

Trustees of W ycliffe College and during 1951-9 he served as Chairman of the Board. He was likewise a

member of the Sunday School Association of the Deanery of Toronto.

Masonic Career

     Mr. W illiam James Dunlop was initiated into Peterborough Lodge, No. 155 , Peterborough, on October 30,

1908. After he removed to Toronto he affiliated with University Lodge, No. 496, on October 21, 1914. He

always maintained his membership in Peterborough Lodge and fifty years later on October 30, 1958, at a joint

meeting of the Peterborough Lodge and the W illiam James Dunlop Lodge, No. 675, Peterborough, he was

presented with his 50 year Jubilee Medal and on that occasion he occupied the chair of W M for the conferring

of a first degree by a team of 50-year old veterans of the Craft from the city and district. He served as W M of

University Lodge for the 1921-22 term. He served as District Secretary in 1922-23 in Toronto District 11 and

was elected as DDGM for 1927-28.

     In July 1930, M. W . Bro. R. B. Dargavel appointed a Special Committee on Masonic Education—R.W . Bro.

W . J. Dunlop (Chairman), M. W . Bro. John S. Martin, M. W . Bro. John A. Rowland, R. W . Bro. W . S.

Herrington, R. W . Bro. W . M. Logan, R. W . Bro. John D. Spence—a committee of teachers and lawyers. R.

W . Bro. Dunlop continued as Chairman of this Committee up to and including 1935. From 1936-1942,

excepting the two years when he was Grand Master, he remained a member of the Committee. As the author,

V. W . Bro. Roy S. Foley writes: “There is no doubt that Masonic education initiated by M. W . Bro. Martin and

pioneered by R. W . Bro. Dunlop was the boldest and wisest piece of work undertaken by Grand Lodge in one

hundred years. Nearly three years were spent in study, in planning, and in experimenting or as W . J. put it

‘tilling, sowing, and cultivating’. In 1931 the Committee presented to Grand Lodge an 11-point program, most

or all of which is still effective in this Grand jurisdiction. During 1931 three experiments were carried out. In

Toronto three lodges, University, Tuscan, and W ellington, held classes in each of the three degrees under

the supervision of R. W . Bro. J. E. Macdonald, R. W . Bro. H. J. Alexander, and R. W . Bro. W . E. Hopkins. This

was followed by a similar experiment in Kingston for the Frontenac District; and later in the year in Hamilton.

From these experimentations W . J. drew this conclusion: ‘a great and growing demand for education

throughout the Grand Jurisdiction’.”

     In 1931 he was elected to the Board of General Purposes. He was elected Deputy Grand Master for 1935-

36 and 1936-37 and as Grand Master for the 1937-38 and 1938-39 terms.

     During the two years as Grand Master he was able to dovetail the work of the UofT Extension Department

and the office of Grand Master nicely and effectively. In the local lodges he would carry his message of

Masonic education and then in the local schools and service clubs he would carry the message of adult

education. At the time of his relinquishing the office of Grand Master he suggested or initiated the office of a

custodian of the work to ensure uniformity in ritual and to safeguard against vagaries. He was the first to

undertake the duties of that office and these duties he carried out effectively until his death.

     In July of 1942 he was elected Grand Treasurer following the death of M.W . Bro. John A. Rowland; and

this office he held until ill health in September of 1959 necessitated his resignation. As Grand Treasurer, he

witnessed the greatly improved financial strength of Grand Lodge following the depression. He was likewise

a strong and generous supporter of the erecting of the present memorial building in Hamilton.

     In Symbolic Masonry he was exalted in Toronto Chapter, No. 185, GRC, Toronto on October 16, 1916 and



served as Third Principal (1922), Second Principal (1923) and First Principal (1924).

     On March 22, he received the 14E; on June 18, 1934, the 18E; and on November 29, 1935, the 32E. He

never held office in the Scottish Rite; but in 1940 the Rite conferred on him the honorary 33E in recognition

of his distinguished services to Masonry.
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