
John Strickler Martin

Grand Master (1927-28 and 1928-29) of the Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Canada 

in the Province of Ontario

(1875-1931)

     John Strickler Martin was born on the family farm in W alpole Township, Haldimand County, on October

11, 1875. His father, George, was an agent for Bell Pianos, and his mother, Clara A. Strickler, was a

descendent of Loyalists who left the United States after the revolution. John and his brother Charles were

raised on musical instruments and John was employed by Bell to demonstrate their instruments at the Toronto

Industrial Exhibition of September 1891. In 1896 he became Pianist for the Dominion Organ and Piano

Company at the Toronto Exhibition and held the same office for Bell at the London Exhibition. W hen their

father, George, died in 1905, John and Charles took over the agency and expanded it, although John then

returned to the family farm.

     In 1893 John enrolled for a degree in science at the University of Toronto, but transferred to Arts. In 1894

he became the Musical Director of the Literary Society at the university and then held other similar offices, until

his graduation in 1897 with a B.A. He returned to Port Dover in 1898 as Vice principal at the high school but

retired by 1905 for farming. His poultry farm became very specialized in “W hite W yandotte” laying chickens,

running a prosperous farm and winning international awards for both “his birds” and also the poultry feed

which he developed for them. It was in developing feed that John and his friend, Charles G. Ivey, formed the

Regal Poultry Feed Company.

     John served on the Board of Education for several years and was elected to municipal office in 1921, and

as Reeve of Port Dover later on. In 1923 he tendered his resignation as Reeve in order to take up his new

appointment as Ontario Minister of Agriculture, being returned with a significant majority in 1926 and again

in 1929. He resigned as Minister in 1930 due to ill health.

     John Strickler Martin married Miss Lillian M. Else, of Cambridge, Massachusetts and they acquired the

residence on Prospect Hill, Port Dover where they lived for their lifetimes. M. W . Brother John Strickler Martin

died on May 13, 1931, in Port Dover.

Masonic Career

     In Symbolic Masonry, Mr. John S. Martin was initiated into Erie Lodge, No. 149 GRC, Port Dover on

December 12, 1904 (he was passed on January 17, 1905 and raised on April 28, 1905). He served as W M

(1912) and was elected as DDGM of W ilson District (1920-21). He was elected as Deputy Grand Master on

July 15, 1925 and held the office for the 1925-26 and 1926-27 terms. At the annual communication of 1927,

he was elected and installed as the 35th Grand Master for the 1927-28 and 1928-29 terms. As he noted at

the time, he was the first farmer elected as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada in the province of

Ontario.

[Source: (1) Proceedings of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario.]
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