
M. W . Bro. Sydney Albert Luke

Grand Master (1914-15 and 1915-16) of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada

in the Province of Ontario

(1862-1918)

     The Luke fam ily came from Cornwall, England in 1854 and settled in Oshawa, Ontario, where Sydney

Albert Luke, the eldest of six sons, was born on December 15, 1862. It is not clear when he removed to

Ottawa, but for thirty-five years he conducted a successful furniture business on Rideau Street where the old

Freiman Store stood (now part of the Rideau Centre). M. W . Bro. Sydney Albert Luke died on November 23,

1918, at the age of 56. He was buried in a Cemetery in Sandy Hill on November 26, 1918, with full Masonic

honours.

Masonic Career

     In Symbolic Masonry, Mr. Sydney Albert Luke was initiated into Doric Lodge, No. 58 GRC, Ottawa, on

October 4, 1889, on the recommendation of Bros. G. M. Ryerson and John Robertson (who would later be

DDGM of Ottawa District for 1900-01). He was passed on November 1, 1889 and raised on December 6,

1889. He served as W M of the Lodge for 1892-93 and 1893-94. He served as DDGM of the Ottawa District

in 1904-05 and 1913-15, a member of the Board of General Purposes (1905-06) and Deputy Grand Master

1912-13 and 1913-14. He was elected as Grand Master and served for the 1914-15 and 1915-16 terms.

During his term he officiated at the construction and dedication of the new Ottawa Masonic Temple, 111

Metcalfe Street.

     In Capitular Masonry, he was exalted in Carleton Chapter, No. 16 RAMO, Ottawa and served as First

Principal and was elected as Grand Superintendent of Ottawa District 13 (1899-1900). He was appointed as

Grand Director of Ceremonies in the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada in the Province of

Ontario. 

     In Knights Templary, he was a member of Ottawa Preceptory, No. 32 and served as Presiding Preceptor

(1903-04). He was elected as Grand Councillor of Sovereign Great Priory for the 1912-13 term. 

     He was a member of the Ottawa Lodge of Perfection and served as Puissant Grand Master (1896-97 and

1897-98); Murray Chapter of Rose Croix where he served as Most W ise Sovereign (1900). He was appointed

an Honorary Inspector-General 33E (1903) and as an Active Inspector-General 33E (1908) and Grand

Standard Bearer of the Supreme Council (1913).

     He was a member of the Royal Order of Scotland.

     He was a member of Karnak Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S.

[Sources: (1) A History of the Grand Lodge A. F. & A. M. of Canada in the Province of Ontario 1855-1955, by

W alter S. Herrington and Roy S. Foley, Published by the authority of Grand Lodge, McCallum Press Ltd.,

Toronto, 1955. (2) Notes by V. W . Bro. R. Frank Hare, PAGChaplain, August 2004. (3) A History of Sidney

Albert Luke Lodge, No. 558, A.F. & A.M. 1919-1991, by Bro. W . F. Krull, publisher unknown, 1991.]
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